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ORIGINAL ARTICLES. 


In casting our thoughts back over the time that has 
elapsed since our meeting at Brighton Beach, we are con- 
fronted with an array of facts that at once stamp the 
year as a memorable one in the history of medicine. It 
is safe to say that, during this time, medical doctrines 
and medical ethics have been more generally discussed, 
both in and out of the profession, than ever before. 

In Europe, the meeting of the two international med- 
ical conventions brought forth delegates from all parts of 
the world to participate in the discussion of scientific ques- 
tions, and to assist in advancing the practice of medi- 
cine. Our medical literature has teemed with the re- 
ports of these meetings and with discussions of the 
subjects brought forward in them, and in consequence, 
every reading medical man in the world must have felt 
a revival of the interest within him. 


MEDICINE BEFORE THE PUBLIC. 


Among the laity, especially in our own country, the 
character and progress of medicine have also been sub- 
jects of earnest discussion. 

The various anaouncements of National and State 
Boards of Health, the numerous legislative acts in re- 
gard to medicine and sanitary measures, and, above all, 
the sad illness, the anxious watchings, with alternate 
hopes and fears, and at last death of our President, have 
made the art of healing a familiar subject of criticism 
and comment in nearly every honnshell. 

Exactly what effect such discussions have had, it is 
difficult to determine. True measure of public opinion 
is full twelve inches to the foot, and mmty demand of us 
what we cannot furnish, an exact science, and the med 
ical profession may have lost in one direction as much as 
it has gained in another, but we are safe in predicting 
that medical science in the end loses nothing by public 
discussions. 

PUBLIC OPINION BENEFICIAL, 


Public opinion may seem at times to deal unjustly, but 


No. 4. 


support and patronage, until its influence has been felt 
throughout the entire civilized world. Its practitioners 
| have not been idle, but grateful for such generous en- 
couragement, they have made every effort to perfect the 
|new system of medicine and to prove themselves 
worthy. 
GENERAL 8TANDING OF HOMCEOPATHY. 


How well they have accomplished their part let its 
proud position to-day in the United States testify. Wit 
ness its magnificent hospitals and asylums ; its numer- 
ous and active societies, its eleven successful colleges 
with their crowded lecture rooms, and its thousands of 
volumes of medical literature. Witness the large ap 
propriations made by State Legislatures for supporting 
its institutions, and the appointment of its professors in 
State universities. Witness the official recognition 
given homeopathy by —— on National, State, 
and municipal boards of health. Witness the fact that 
its practitioners are numbered by thousands and its 
clients by millions among the most cultivated and intel 
ligent of the people, and then say if homeopathy has 
progressed ? 

THE ATTITUDE OF ALLOPATRHY. 


Public opinion has also done much for the Old 
School. It has forced its practitioners to abandon old 
ruts and to travel in modern paths ; to leave behind, with 
heroic medication, the little instrument with which Dr. 
Benjamin Rush claimed to have drawn enough blood to 
float a seventy-four gun man-of-war. 

So great has been this pressure upon traditional med- 
|icine, that it has utterly demoralized its followers. 
| Without a guiding principle in therapeutics, some have 
| discarded medicine and given themselves to the more 

definite and fixed methods of surgery ; others have be- 
|come sanitarians ; while the major portion, wrangling 
over conflicting theories, have become divided into the 
dogmatic and rational, or as sometimes designated, the 
heroic and expectant schools of medicine. The one 
claims, by right of inheritance, to be the representative 
of traditional medicine. Its practice has been well de- 
| scribed by Sir Astley Cooper, as ‘‘ founded on conjecture 
and improved by murder.” The child reflects the image 





in the main it is nearly correct, and medical science to- | of the parent, and although divested of all its former 
day owes more of its advancement to this cause than to| grandeur, it stalks forth in its naked imbecility, and 
all the accumulated wisdom of the medical priesthood. | with the lash of bigotry and intolerance would drive out 
It is to a great extent due to this fact that hom-| every medical theory which conflicts with the doctrines 
copathy occupies its present high position. An intelli- | handed down from their ancient masters. 
gent public, impressed with the fact that it was at times Its unpitying, relentless malice towards its opponents 
compelled to take medicine, determined to take as little | is nowhere better illustrated than in the obituary notice 
as possible, and seemed ready and anxious to adopt a| published in the Dublin Medical Press, at the death of 
treatment which Hahnemann had proclaimed to be suc-| that great physician, author and philosopher, Samuel 
cessful in curing disease without the necessity of haz- |Hahnemann. It says, ‘‘ it appears that old Hahnemann, 
ardous measures. The people cared less for the phil- | the inventor of homeopathy, is dead, having prolonged 
osophy of Hahnemann’s particular method than for prac- | his existence by infinitesimal doses of nothing to eighty 
tical results, and believing success to be the test of | eight years, greatly to the consolation and edification of 


merit they have continued to encourage it with liberal | the pa and patronesses of quacks and quackery.” 
. ————j| The only real progress made by the allopathic profes. 


sion in therapeutics during the last century, has been by 
this, while it retains in its 
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features many of the marks of its antique progenitor, still 
presents many new and promising traits. Its practitioners, 
observing the success attending Hahnemann’s method of 


treatment, have gradually grown into the belief that | 


homeceopathy, as a reform in medicine, had accomplished 
its object, and must of necessity, cease to exist. De- 
luded by this idea, they have swept down upon a sup- 
posed victim, like certain historical ornithological spec- 
imens, only to find a most lively corpse. 

The revelation wrought a miracle, and the Rational 
School of Medicine, which was to absorb Hahnemann's 
method of treatment, has become simply a feeble imi- 
tator in the eyes of an intelligent public, and a detestable 
time-server, as viewed by the medical dogmatists. 

The Medical Lancet, in a recent issue, in an article 
headed ‘‘ Quackery Within the Profession,” says : 
‘** Nothing is so much needed just now as the rise in our 
midst of a strong and uncompromising apostle of sinceri- 
ty in science. A man of unpitying animosity to humbug 
in all its forms, who will not hesitate at any bidding to 
denounce wrong-doing and untruthfulness, let who may 
be the offender. It is time that a spirit of manliness 
went out in our ranks to chase away the lying spirit of 
mock courtesy, the faint-hearted and time-serving senti- 
mentality, which makes us so ready to look kindly on 
any pretender, and so reluctant to expose any pretense.” 

And because certain of these “ rationals” have re- 
fused longer to wear the iron-clad collar which the 
American Medical Association fastens on the neck of all 
physicians who subscribe to their code of ethics, or who 
would be recognized as ‘‘ physicians in good standing ;” 
or have dared openly and publicly to prescribe remedies 
in accordance with Hahnemann’s method of cure ; to use 
an imitation of the little pellets ; to carry their medicines 
in small pocket cases ; and to advocate the use of tritura- 
tions sold at homceopathic pharmacies, they are bitterly 
denounced as traitors. Says the Lancet in the same 
article, ‘‘we have ourselves to thank for this most adverse 
‘feeling’ and ‘influence.’” Itis the stirring of the viper 
we have brought in from the cold, where physicians and 
surgeons of more robust intelligence than those of to-day 
left it, the viper we have warmed and fed, and brought 
back to life, and now it is preparing to rise and sting the 
hand that carressed it. 


OUR PATH OF DUTY. 


But, | hear you ask, what has all this to do with the 
progress of homoeopathy, and why should quarrels among 
allopathists concern us? 

I am deeply impressed with the idea that it greatly 
concerns us, While as disinterested spectators the im- 
pression left from our boyhood days would incline our 
sympathies with the weaker party in the fight, we can- 
not be unmindful of the fact that this division in the 
ranks of our enemy bodes either good or evil to our 
cause. 

It is indeed, a golden opportunity for medical truth. 
If we stand firmly by our principles ; if we tune our in- 
struments alike, discard mysterious platitudes, and 
throw wide open the door to investigation, the best of 
them will, one by one, be forced to enter our ranks, ac- 
cepting the law of similars, and assisting us in placing 
the honored name of Hahnemann where it properly 
belongs in the history of medicine. This is inevitable. 
Public opinion will not tolerate a base and transparent 
imitation. But if, on the other hand, we do not stretch 
forth the hand of liberality while challenging the most 
searching investigation, if we make no kindly effort to 
bring them within our fold, they may one day dispute 
with us the rich inheritance left by Hahnemann,‘and per- 
chance leave us with nothing but the name homeopathy, 
while they retain the substance, 

We should meet theirobjections in the spirit of frank- 
ness, and with candid arguments. They accuse us of 
practicing under an exlusive dogma, and give this as a 
reason why they cannot join with us. We should teach 
them that while we believe the law of similars to be a 


general law, like the law of gravitation, we do not believe 
it to be an exclusive law in therapeutics, but only uni- 
| versal in its own department. 

Rest and food will restore the exhausted energies, 
| chemical agents will overcome the effects of certain 
poisons, and the violent symptoms of an overloaded 
stomach may be quickest cured by an emetic, yet al! 
these do not disprove the universality of the law of simi- 
| lars, nor does this law teach us to discard other requisite 
methods of removing the causes and effects of disease 
There are many affections that are absolutely incurable 
under any system of medicine, andin such we claim that 
to the true physician the whole line of palliative treat 
|ment is open. We must endeavor to teach by practical 
results that the law of similars furnishes the most effec 
tive, as it does the most scientific, medicinal curative 
method. Demonstrate that the only proper method of 
determining the value of drugs is by first proving them 
upon the healthy body, and that the administration of 
the single remedy is safer and more effective than the 
| traditional compounds, show that the true physician 
| should never prescribe a remedy unless he knows how it 
| will act, and that the compounds of various drugs of 
| unequal strength and proportions must be exceedingly 
uncertain as well as unscientific. These and other facts, 
have only to be pressed upon candid medical men in 
order to bear good fruit. Occupying our present strong 

position, we can well afford to be liberal. 

Opportunities to accomplish all this are not wanting 
The right hand of fellowship is already extended to us 
from the other side. The Royal College of Physicians 
and Surgeons of London, some months ago passed a re 
solution permitting its members to consult with hom. 
cwopathic physicians, while differing from them in regard 
to the action and administration of drugs. The Medical 
Society of the State of New York has also placed itself 
upon a favorable footing by discarding the code of medi 
cal ethics held by the American Medical Association, and 
adopting one allowing its members to consult with all 
legally qualified practitioners of medicine. The refusal 
of the American Medical Association to accept these 
amendments cannot prevent the liberal and progressive 
element in the old school from asserting its independ 
ence, and even severing its connection with an organiza- 
tion, which holds in shackles, forged over thirty years 
ago, an accumulated mass of narrow-minded bigotry, 
governed by numerous ‘‘sky parlor” colleges of tradi 
tional medicine. 

Public opinion demands this concession, and we must 
cordially welcome the situation. While we do not 
believe that consultations over the therapeutics of a case 
will often inure to the benefit of the patient, we must 
subscribe to the language of the new code in that 
‘* emergencies may occur in which all restrictions should, 
in the judgment of the practitioner, yield to the demands 
of humanity.” 

It is not difficult to point out the result. Toleration 
begets friendship, and in the near future we may expect 
our annual meetings to be attended by the members of 
other schools of medicine. All restrictions removed, 
they will eagerly accept the opportunity for interchange 
and consultations, in order to test practically the efficacy 
of Hahnemann’s method of treatment in their more diffi- 
cult and obstinate cases. It will remain for us constant 
ly to demonstrate the superior efficacy of our method of 
cure, and who may question our ability to do it ? 

It may be urged by some that this measure will even 
tually bring the two schools together and extinguish 
homaopathy as a special school ; that practitioners of al! 

| shades will adopt what is of value in the teachings o! 
Hahnemann, and forget distinctive names in professions 
fraternity. Believing as we do inthe stability of the law 
of similars, and in its sufficiency for our guidance i: 
medicinal therapeutics, we do not fear the result. 

If our method of treatment cannot stand the most 
rigid and searching examination, and if the light o! 
science and accumulated experience proves it to be 
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defective, then as honest men we should abandon it. 
Have no fears, for our method embraces so much that can 
attract honest seekers after medical truth who have 
never had a fixed guiding principle, and is in such full 
accord with the modern developments of science, that it 
can but commend itself and its faithful followers to 
general favor. 


THE BENEFITS OF HARMONY. 


This is the position of the medical profession of to-day. 
It does seem as if the dark cloud which has so long cast 
its shadow over a great part of the medical field, render- 
ing the pathway of therapeutics a darkened maze, so un- 
like the well-defined paths of the collateral branches of 
the art, is soon to be lifted so that the sunlight of truth 
may brighten, and perhaps, lengthen the life of man. 


IT ADVANCES SURGERY. 


The more definite and fixed rules of surgery are due 
to the absence of opposing systems. The common in- 
terest taken in this field by the physicians of all schools 
of medicine has resulted in a degree of advancement, or 
perfection, that argues strongly for the cause of unit 
in the profession, Great operations in surgery, which 
were regarded as impracticable, are to-day performed 
with comparative ease and remarkable success. It is but | 
a few months ago that the medical world was amazed 
at the report of several cases of resection of the stomach, 
and yet Billroth and his assistant have performed the 
operation some half-dozen times, and clearly demon- 
strated the advisability of the same under certain condi- 
tions. Just prior to this report Czerny gave a detailed 
statement of three cases of resection of the intestines ; 
in one subject six and one-half feet were removed. The 
credit of having first performed this difficult and dan- 
gerous operation is due, and should be given. to the late 
Dr. Beebe of Chicago, a heeementite physician of | 
great learning and a surgeon of rare ability. For a full 
report of which case I refer you to the New York Trans- 
actions, 1869, page 169. 

You are aware of the fact that both the spleen and | 
uterus have been successfully removed. A few months | 
ago, Dr. A. C. Post, of New York, enucleated the parotid | 

land, and Mr. Walter Whitehead, of Manchester, Eng- 
and, lately performed the triple operation of gastrotomy, | 
tracheotomy, and excision of the tongue with perfect re- | 
sults. Dr. J. H. McClelland, of Pittsburgh, and others | 
have extirpated the kidney, and a transatlantic surgeon | 
has taken out the trachea. Enucleation of the ovaries | 
is of frequent occurrence, and the aspiration of the differ- | 
ent organs almost a daily practice. To the frequent op- | 
eration of ovariotomy, lithotomy, colotomy, the tying | 
of large arteries, the amputation of limbs, transfusion 
of blood, trephining, extirpation of cancer, etc., may | 
be added those of laparotomy and gastrotomy. 

In other special departments the advancement has | 
been equally great. The operation for cataract, once | 
80 difficult, is now one of the most successful known in | 
surgery, and in diseases of the ear and throat equal | 
proficiency has been made. Verily do the blind see, 
the deaf hear, the dumb speak, and the lame walk, 
through the aid of the skillful surgeon. 

IT ADVANCES SANITARY SCIENCE. 

The united stand taken by the medical profession in | 
sanitary matters has also contributed greatly to the ad- 
vancement of public health. With firm belief in the 
truth of the old adage, that ‘‘an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure,” we together have set to work 
to erect barriers in the pathway of the ruthless destroy- 
ers of our race, The American Public Health Associa- 
tion, with doors wide open to sanitarians of all schools 
of medicine, has steadily progressed until to-day it is a 
large body, wielding an immense influence, and num- 
bering among its members the most distinguished 
names in the medical profession. It affords me great 
pleasure to note the fact that our own physicians have 
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contributed greatly to this result. At the last meeting 
held at Savannah, Ga., through the earnest efforts of 
the efficient chairman of the delegation sent by this 
body, Dr. M. T. Runnels, of Indianapolis, our school of 
medicine was well represented. The papers presented 
by our delegates, and published in the volumes of 
Transactions, not only reflect honor upon their authors, 
but likewise credit upon the cause they represent. 

These Transactions, together with the report sub 
mitted to Congress by the National Board of Health, 
embracing, in a volume of four hundred and seventy 
seven pages, most valuable statistics and general infor- 
mation, are sufficient evidence of the good quality and 
permanency of the work already nemnatied. It is 
also gratifying to note that the papers and discussions 
have not been confined exclusively to the ‘‘ outside 
sources”’ of disease. In the report to Congress, the Na- 
tional Board of Health has given considerable space to 
the discussion of the ‘‘ deteriorations, adulterations and 
substitutions of drugs,” and at the last meeting of the 
American Public Health Association, one of the best 
papers presented had for its title exactly the opposite 
line of thought, ‘‘The inside sources of disease.” 
These subjects have received so little attention from 
the medical profession, and are so imperfectly under 
stood that we are glad to see sanitarians opens to 
grapple with them, and we express the hope that they 
will be successful in their efforts, if not to diminish the 
number of inside sources of disease, at least to make 
plain and provide for many of the evils resulting from 
them. 

None but medical men can fully appreciate the im 
portance of this subject. Perhaps none but the family 
physician may divine the cause of those sunken cheeks, 
that hectic flush ; that gradual relaxation from the full 
vigor of health, nor comprehend the secret which con- 
sumes all desires, destroys all pleasures, and finally 
welcomes death as a long-sought relief. Even he dare 
not state the truth in his burial certificate. Who of us 


| has not seen the dissipated husband, rendered wifeless 


by a broken heart, stung for the moment by a pang of 
remorse, drowning his thoughts in the cup that be 
caused all his suffering, and which now enables him 
to believe his loss was occasioned by an act of Divine 
Providence ? 

How little does the brilliant society woman, admired, 
flattered and courted by every one, believe that the 
slight prick of the little instrument, and the injection 
of a few tiny drops of a solution of morphine, is weld- 
ing the chains that will bind her fast and finally drag 
her to a premature grave a physical and.mental, if not 
also a moral, wreck! If the youth of our country could 
be instructed fully in the evils resulting from their dis- 
solute habits suicides would be less frequent, insane 
asylums less crowded, and the social evil would no lon 
ger require special legislation. 

These are matters that require careful and judicious 
handling, but being firmly rooted, we shall expect our 
sanitary boards to make headway against them slowly, 
remembering, however, ‘‘as the drop of water wears 
away the stone,” so will repeated and constant efforts 
finally remove the greatest of evils. 


HOMC@OPATHIC PROGRESS. 


But, as our time is limited, I will leave these general 
subjects and confine my remarks to matters more direct- 
ly pertaining to homeopathy. I must first say some 
thing of the grand gathering in London, England, 
during last July, ‘‘ The International Homeopathic 
Medical Convention.” It would be proper, perhaps, to 

ive a more extended account of that convention than 
f shall do, on this occasion ; but, as our medical journals 
have already so fully presented it in all its bearings, 
and as the volume of its Transactions (which through the 
characteristic energy and ability of its president, Dr. 
Richard Hughes, was in less than sixty days after the 
adjournment of the convention, placed in the hands of 
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the medical profession in America)—has given you a 
complete report of the papers and discussions, I shall only 
venture to refer to its practical features. You have 
learned that the convention was largely attended, and 
ably conducted, that, its doors were thrown open to 
‘* qualified medical men and women from al: countries,” 
and that it adopted for its standard the broadest liber- 
ality of thought and freedom of medical opinion. 


HISTORICAL REPORTS. 


Aside from the many able and interesting papers 
read and discussed, reports were received on the con- 
dition of homeopathy in nearly every country, which | 
am glad to say indicated progress in every direction. 
The strong opposition brought to bear upon homceopa- 
thy in foreign countries through the machinery of dif- 
ferent governments ; the restrictions thrown around its 
practitioners ; and the absence of special educational 
facilities, have prevented the rapid development and 
brilliant achievements which have attended its progress 
in America. In one or two instances these restrictions 
have encouraged emigration to such an extent that there 
is danger of an insufficiency of fresh material to fill the 
vacancies made by time among the veterans in the ser- 
vice. 
c@opathy has been properly represented it has not failed 
to win the confidence and respect ot the people and to 
secure a strong following among the educated and in- 
telligent. 


PAPERS READ. 


The papers presented were of high order. The ad 
dress of the President of the Convention, Dr. Hughes, 
struck the key-note of true progress in the science of 
medicine, and its logical conclusions, no less than its 
charming delivery and eloquent language, could not 
fail to impress the Convention with the great strength 
and ability of the writer. 

The discussions were marked throughout by that 
freedom of opinion, considerate courtesy to one another 
and general harmony, which must always result in 
developing the largest amount of good. 


PERSONNEL OF THE CONVENTION. 

To do justice to the personnel of the Convention would 
require more time and space than belongs to this ad- 
dress, but I can assure you that it was highly credit- 
able to the profession. Side by side with the distin- 
— Dudgeon, Drysdale, Pope, Hayward, Black, 

lackley and Dyce Brown, of England; Meyhoffer, 
of France ; Cigliano, of Italy ; Von Dittman, of Russia, 
and a host of others, sat our own Dake, Talbot, Hel- 
muth, Wesselhoeft, James, De Gersdorff, Sawyer, 
McClelland, Owens, Cooper, Shearer, and others of 
equal prominence. 

The presence of several female delegates was also a 
noteworthy feature, especially as during the session of 
the International Congress of old school physicians, 
held in London one month later, they were refused ad- 
mission as delegates 

SOCIAL FEATURES, 

The hospitality extended the visiting brethren was 
most cordial and lavish. Societies and individuals 
alike seemed vying with each other to render attentions 
that actually made us forget that we were in a foreign 
country and among strangers. There were pleasures 
that will live and keep fresh in our hearts while all 
else grows old and faded. . 

In many respects the International Homeopathic 
Congress was a model medical meeting. Through the 
wonderful executive ability of its presiding officer, a 
brief synopsis of each paper was presented, and the 
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But, notwithstanding this fact, wherever hom- | 
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any medical society would find it greatly to its interest 
to adopt this plan—thereby saving the time usually 
consumed in reading lengthy papers and affording 
greater opportunity for thorough discussion. 


OUR HOME INTERESTS, 


We now turn to the consideration of home affairs, or 
matters more directly connected with the growth and 
prosperity of homeopathy in our own country during 
the last year. Evidences of progress are not lacking. 
The rapidly growing literature, the increasing number 
of hospitals and dispensaries, and the increased attend 
ance at our colleges, all attest this. 

Of new works on homeopathy, we have the pleasure 
of recording numerous additions during the last year 
Prominent among these I will mention : *‘ Special Path 
ology and Diagnostics,” a new and enlarged edition, by 
C. G. Raue, M. D. ; ‘‘ Insanity and its Treatment,” by 
S. Worcester, M. D.; ‘‘A Treaties on the Decline of 
Manhood,” by A. E. Small, M.D.; ‘‘ Ophthalmic Ther 
apeutics,” a new and enlarged edition, by George 8. 
“Text Book of Materia Medica,” a 
new and enlarged edition, by A. C. Cowperthwaite, 
M. D.: ‘‘A System of Surgery,” by E. C. Franklin, 
M. D.; ‘* Diseases of the Ear,” W.H. Winslow, M. D.: 
‘The Ophthalmoscope,” C. H. Vilas, M. D., and ‘A 
Method of Memorizing Materia Medica,” A. L. Monroe, 
M. D. I desire also especially to refer to a work (of 
pages), by Wm. M. Cate, M. D., ‘‘ The Child of 
This little work treats on the rival schools 
of medicine, and will be found intensely interesting to 
the physician, and one of the most valuable works in 
the hands of the non-believer. 

Of the progress made in hospital practice, we note 
the surrender to homeopathy of the Binghamton In- 
sane Asylum, in New York, which, together with the 
State Homeopathic Insane Asylum at Middletown, 
N. Y., gives us ample opportunity and accommodations 
for the treatment of this distressing malady. A move- 
ment was set on foot some months since, which has 


| grown rapidly in favor, to establish a Nationa] Homeo. 


| 
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pathic Hospital at Washington, D.C. A new homeo 
pathic hospital has also been established in Kansas 
City. Our hospital at Pittsburg is to be enlarged, with 
the sum of $50,000 recently appropriated by the Penn 
sylvania Legislature. The Hahnemann Medical College, 
at Chicago, has greatly increased its hospital facilities, 
and the Chicago Homeopathic Medical College has 
secured a portion of the ‘‘ Cook County Hospital,” one 
of the largest and finest hospitals in the United States. 
The Homeopathic Hospital at Brooklyn, N. Y., has 
also added sixty beds to the already existing eighty. A 
number of dispensaries have also sprung up in the 
larger cities, while those already in existence have 
greatly increased their means of usefulness. 

Our Homeeopathic Medical colleges are improving 
each year in their facilities for instruction and in their 
number of students, and while there may have been, 
through some improper rivalry in the struggle to 
graduate large classes, a few candidates turned out that 


| were not quite up to the degree of excellence called 


discussions thereupon were led by regularly appointed | 


debaters who had previously read the full text of the 
papers under consideration, thus avoiding confusion 
while insuring full criticism. The American Institute 
would do well to imitate the example—and, indeed, 


for, lam glad to be able to say that the high standard 
of medical education adopted by our colleges, without 
exception, and the thorough course of instruction 
given, afford to the student equal, if not superior, 
facilities compared with those of any other schools. It 
is important that this high standard shouid be main- 
tained by every possible means at our command, and 
that the profession generally should interest itself more 
in the welfare of the colleges. It is to them that we 
must look for reinforcements. It is through such in 
stitutions that the student must enter into the vast 
field of medical practice, and it behooves us to watch 
vigilantly all who pass their portals. That homeopath) 
is generally judged by such representatives, should 
warn us to be only the more careful in selecting mate- 


‘rial for these colleges, and in exacting from them the 
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most thorough examinations. While it may not, at 
present, seem practicable, there is certainly no doubt 
but that it would be infinitely better for homceopathy if 
our eleven medical colleges could be condensed into 
not more than two or three large institutions, and the 
chairs be filled by the best material selected from all 
the present faculties. On this plan the pees 
might receive salaries sufficient to render them inde- 
pendent of the cares of practice, and to allow more time 
for extensive research in the branches taught, besides 
removing the temptation to graduate incompetent 
students. 
INSTITUTE AFFAIRS. 


The affairs of the Institute must also be briefly con- 
sidered. The little — so tenderly set out, just 
thirty-nine years ago, has become a giant of the forest, 
its branches extending in every direction and throwing 
its protecting influence over a vast area. Time has 
only improved its vigor, and each year has added new 
beauties. Storms and vicissitudes have left its strength 
unimpaired, Here and there may be seen unshapely 
limbs or evidences of decay, and the pruner’s knife 
may be badly needed, but the grand trunk of this 
stately king of the forest is as sound as ever. No 
“dry rot” can ever effect its growth, for the germ of 
its life is an everlasting principle, 

As our national organization has grown in dimensions, 
so has it extended its influence until it is felt in every 
oe of the world. It is to-day the largest association of 
omcopathic physiciansinthe world. This should make 


us more careful, If possible, in our utterances, and the | 


committee on publication more particular to examine the 
material that enters into our annual transactions. It 
should reserve for the action of the Institute the privi- 
lege of republication of the proceedings of bureaus as 
well as of single papers. The right of appeal to the 
next annual session of the Institute should aiso be 
allowed the author of rejected papers. Reports of 
bureaus should be made through a synopsis of the vari- 


ous papers to be presented, by the chairman of each, so | 


that longer time may be allowed for discussion. The 
necessity for sectional meetings would then cease to exist 
and the full object of such an organization be attained, 


viz. : the gathering together of the gems of thought and | 


experience from many sources for the improvement of 
the medical art. 

The usefulness of the Institute can by such means be 
greatly enhanced, new bureaus can be created and a 


more general interest taken in the special departments | 


of medicine. 


A BUREAU OF EDUCATION, 


The permanent organization of a bureau of medical 
education could to some extent harmonize and govern 
the requirements of our medical colleges, and, while it 


might not directly prevent all differences between rival | 
schools, it would do so indirectly by affording an oppor- | 


tunity for the more quarrelsome to settle their differ- 
ences without disgracing the profession by newspaper 
discussions and libelous pamphlets. The worthy chair- 
man of the committee on legislation has collated a large 


number of most interesting facts relating to the legal | 


status of homeopathy. 

In his circular he has not only requested information 
both favorable and unfavorable to our interests, but has 
invited suggestions as to ways and means by which the 
Aenean Unstitate can Officially aid in the local and 
national struggles of our school everywhere, at home or 
abroad. Such thorough reports must greatly strengthen 
our organization and enhance our usefulness. 


A CONDENSED MATERIA MEDICA. 


I would suggest, also, that the American Institute in- 
struct the Bureau of Materia Medica to revise and con- 
dense our pathogenesy, and, as soon as practicable, to 
furnish to this body a full report of their labors. We 
can then publish a ‘‘ condensed Materia Medica” in a 
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separate volume at an additional cost to the members 
and others sufficient to reimburse the Institute. Through 
this Bureau a system might be perfected for the more 
thorough proving of drugs, the necessity for which is 
growing daily more apparent. 


A BUREAU OF PHARMACY. 


I would also urge upon you the necessity of separating 
pharmacy from materia medica, giving it a separate 
bureau which shall take upon itself the work of examin- 
ing into and reporting to the Institute the value of the 
drugs and attenuations sold by the various pharmacists, 
and of suggesting some method by which reliability and 
uniformity can be secured. I am moved to offer this 
suggestion, not through any ill feeling toward dealers in 
homeopathic medicines, nor with a desire to impugn 
their motives—for, as a class, I believe them to be gener- 
ally honest and truthful in their dealings—but because 
science has at last demonstrated what many of the pro 
fession have long believed to be true, that there are 
influences operating in the preparation of attenuations 
that are not yet fully understood. 

Our distinguished colleague and scientist, Prof. J. 
Edwards Smith, of Cleveland, Ohio, whose reputation is 
above reproach and whose teachings have never been 
successfully questioned, has, during the past year, laid 
aside his “* microscope ” and with delicate instruments, 
and labor that consumed time due to rest and recreation, 
succeeded in assaying the different triturations of 
aurum met., up to the 30th decimal, and with the most 
startling results. When Prof. Smith sent mea ‘‘but 
ton” of pure gold obtained from assaying the 30th 
decimal trituration of awrum large enough to handle and 
examine, which resisted boiling in nitric acid, and when 
I remember how diligently our distinguished colleague, 
| Dr. Wesselhoeft, and others, had been for years search 

ing for this valuable article with the assistance of the 
microscope, and that the 30th decimal trituration of 
aurum, properly prepared, should not contain gold at all 
| visible, I believed that there must have been some mis 
take in the labelling of this particular preparation. It 
was then suggested that, as President of the Institute, | 
should furnish the triturations for examination. Order- 
ing from nine reputable homeopathic pharmacies pre- 
parations of the Ist, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, and 30th of 
aurum, I carefully removed al] labels and evidences of 
their origin, marked the corks by letters and numbers, 
|carefully registering each in my book, and forwarded 
them to Prof. Smith. The results of these examina 
tions will be given to the Institute at the proper time 
and prove conclusively that triturations of gold, as sold 
above the seventh decimal, are totally unreliable. The 
30th, and even the 60th trituration, yielding the same 
amount of gold as was found in the 7th. It would seem 
from the results of these examinations that Hahnemann 
thoroughly understood the subject when he advised 
a limit to drug attenuations, Other discoveries have 
also been made. Not only are there many inferior trit- 
urations sold to physicians, but in some instances the 
preparation was found to contain large quantities of 
matter foreign to the formula of pure sugar of milk. 
In some triturations the foreign matter was in excess of 
the original drug. There are other reasons why such a 
bureau should be organized and some uniform standard 
adopted. Through its investigation may be discovered 
a method of reconciling the differences of opinion which 
have existed among us in regard to drug attenuation and 
the divisability of drug matter, and I am sure that every 
physician not actuated by prejudice or a desire to trade 
| upon an issue worn threadbare, will cordially welcome 
|the result. Another strong argument in favor of the 
| proposed investigation is contained in the fact that the 
| absence of a uniform standard in the preparation of drug 
| attenuations has afforded the opportunity for the sur- 
reptitious introduction of methods that were never 
dreamed of by Hahnemann, and that should have no 
place in scientific medicine. Homeopathy, in its struggle 
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for scientific recognition and place, can ill afford to | 
be ‘‘ handicapped ” by bottle washings and other absurd | 
vagaries, nor can we hope to answer satisfactorily the | 
questions propounded by honest enquirers—who are | 
even now knocking at our door for admission—if we are | 
unable to give some scientific reason for the belief that | 
isin us. Shall we not, then, investigate for ourselves | 
rather than allow others to attend to that matter for us ? | 
Everything points to a final resolve on the part of 
modern ~ BL. to enter the clinical arena against 

homeopathy. Vhen consultations begin, then will 

begin scientific investigations of our provings; our 
pharmacological processes, and also of our preparations. 

Our pharmacists cannot escape much longer, and the 

American Institute of Homa@opathy will be compelled to 

make a record on the subject. 

As a chief hindrance to the general and candid consid- 
eration of the truths of homeopathy is the absurd doc- 
trine—never taught by Hahnemann—of infinite dilution. 
We should endeavor to adopt some standard or limit for 
drug attenuation and refuse longer to assume any 
responsibility for triturations and dilutions made in defi- 
ance of all reason and to suit the caprices of men who 
are satisfied only when surrounded by impenetrable 
clouds of mysticism. There can be no reasonable objec- 
tion urged against such action on the part of the Insti- 
tute. When we remember that ninety-nine out of every 
hundred homeeopathic practitioners rely upon tritura- 
tions and dilutions within the range ending at the 10th | 
centesimal, and that the great clinical conquests of home- 
opathy have been made and nearly all the favorable | 
legislation secured by them, we are astonished that some | 
such action has not been taken long ago, 

With these suggestions, then, I Se my address, 
only detaining you long enough briefly to call your atten- | 
tion to the necrological report, which records the losses | 
sustained by the Institute in the removal by death of 
several of its members during the past year, and to pay 
a feeble tribute tothe memory of one of our number 
who, although with us at the last meeting of the Insti- 
tute, apparently in the full enjoyment of health, has 
fallen a victim to the enemy which he had for many 
years averted from others. i allude to the late Dr. J. J. | 

roulin, of Jersey City, N.J., an ex-president of this 
society. Respected not less for his noble qualities of 
heart than for his at professional worth, he has left 
us the pleasant recollections of a well-rounded and love- 
able character. 

Ladies and gentlemen, thanking you for your kind 
attention, I now declare the Institute in readiness for 
the transaction of business. 


ON SOME HEALTH RESORTS. 


By 8. Swan, M.D., New York. 

The medical practitioner often hears this remark : 
‘We must go away; we need a change ; where shall | 
we go?” 

A great many people ask that question in the spring, 
without always being able to define the reason why, or 
knowing the necessity for change. 

The routine of business with men, and of house duties | 
of women, | into action certain mental powers which | 
get strained and fatigued, without the ability to relax 
them, as long as they continue in the ruts of daily life. | 
It is said that a ship running from the Cape of Good 
Hope on the south-east trade winds, uay after day, with- | 
out a change of course or diminution of sail, finds the 
rigging on the windward side so stretched, that they | 
have to go about on another tack, so as to tighten up the | 
overstrained rigging. Whether people are aware of it or | 
not, going away from business in the city, whether of | 
the counting house or of home duties, for recreation, is | 
simply ‘‘ going on the other tack,” by which those men- | 
tal faculties that have been overstrained are rested and 
strengthened, and other mental faculties are brought | 
into use and activity. 
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To secure all the benefits of the ‘‘ vacation” in going 
away, places should be selected which are as opposite as 
possible to those we leave, for therein lies the mode of 
relief. To go from the round of social pleasures of New 
York to Saratoga, and join in all its gaieties, is nota 
beneficial change. Nor is it good to exchange the com 
forts of a home for the cramped rooms and meagre fare 
of a country boarding house. What all should seek and 
what all should insist on are comfortable, well-ventilated 
rooms, comfortable beds, and an excellent well-served 
table, for if these are not, no location, mountain or sea- 
board, lake or valley, be they ever so lovely and health- 
ful, will effect the necessary recuperation or give the 
needed change or rest; for, unless the mind is free from 
care and annoyance, the body cannot grow strong, or the 
mind become rested and healthy. One of the most impor- 
tant of the indispensable requisites for the recovery of 
health is pure water; because a spring flows bubbling 
up out of a mountain it is not necessarily pure, or that it 
comes through a stratum of clear gravel. 

It may answer all ordinary purposes for washing 
and cooking; but for drinking, that water is the best med 
icine that is absolutely free from all chemical ingredients. 
The solvent powers of such a water act powerfully in the 
system, and always for good, cleansing the blood of im 
purities, curing diseases of the kidneys, and eliminat- 
ing the salts and acids that cause rheumatism and gout. 

These springs may be plentiful, but little note is taken 
of them because the unthinking public prefer mineral 
springs from their advertised superiority. At present 
but two have been brought prominently before the 
public, because of exhaustive analyses which have dis- 
covered no reaction, and were found as pure as distilled 
water, while they are filled with a magnetism of which 
distilled water is deprived. 

One of these is at Tower Hill, Narragansett Pier, and 


| the other at Cresson, Pa., in the grounds of the Moun- 


tain House. The former is not open this season, but 
the Mountain House, Cresson Springs, which opens on 


| the 22d of June, has not only this marvelous spring 


water, but the advantage of a new house capable of 
accommodating comfortably 1,000 guests. The ap- 
pointments of this great hotel are proper to be spoken 
of, as they largely render it one of the best resorts for 
the health-seeking public ; for no matter how good the 
water or how pure the air, if there is not also the addi- 
tional advantage of comfortable rooms and a good table, 
there would be no satisfaction or recuperation to the 
health. 

The Mountain House is most admirably planned. 


|The rooms are large, well ventilated and well fur- 


nished, and the beds in particular are excellent. The 
table is unsurpassed in the variety of its viands, the 
excellence of the cooking, or the quiet and prompt 
attention of the waiters. 

The air of the location is pure and bracing, and has 
a tendency towards health in all, especially children— 
and sick children are only among recent arrivals, 
not among those who have been there a week or two. 
There are no mosquitoes, flies, bugs or malaria to be 
found there; and fine drives and walks are in the 
grounds and under the shade of great trees. 

Not the least of the advantages is the fact that 16 
passenger trains stop at the gate every day, mails arrive 
from East and from West daily, and telegraphic news is 
always on the bulletin board. There are guests that 
have visited the springs for 25 years. On the grounds 
are 25 cottages, so that families with children can be at 
home. None who go there once but will go again, for 
they will be entirely satisfied. 


A New METHOD IN ADHERENT PLAcEntTA.—Dr. J. 
Feld reports that, in six cases of adhered placenta, he 
has saved the woman by pumping cold water through 
the umbilical cord. In one case the patient was in con- 
vulsions when the afterbirth came away. 
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A NEW THEORY OF DISEASE. 


| second attacks. For, assuming that disease is caused 
by a poison acting from within, permeating the whole 
. system to-its remotest ramifications, the exhalations, 
By R. W. Conant, M.D., Curcaco, Int. | and even the exfoliated epidermis of the sick man must 
A short article in the May number of the MEDICAL | carry each their minute share of the poison, and be able 
Times is of especial interest. It is the report of an | to communicate it to another. Many physicians claim 
analysis of cobra poison, by Dr. de Lacerda, Rio Janeiro, | to be able to recognize certain diseases by the smell ; 
showing it to be essentially the same as pancreatic juice; | which seems to confirm the probability that each dis- 
also, of experiments by Dr. Sternberg, Surgeon, U. 8. A., | eased state has an excretion peculiar to itself. 
on the deadly effects of human saliva when injected into| Inoculation and immunity from second attacks be- 
animals. Following out the suggestions there made, I | come, under this theory, but another phase of the well- 
have been struck by the plausibility of a theory that the | known fact that the body can become so inured toa 
true cause of many, if not all, diseases is from within the | poison as to tolerate it even in — quantities ; as ar- 
body, and not from without. The more such a theory is | senic, opium, haschisch, tobacco, alcohol etc.So, perhaps, 
considered, the more arguments appear in its favor, and | in malignant diseases, the system once saturated by the 
it helps to simplify many things otherwise complex or | inward poison without death, thenceforth enjoys im 
unintelligible. | munity from any dangerous action of that particular 
The first and most powerful consideration is that there | poison. 
exist in the body many substances which, alone or in| ASirth, Again, all theories of miasms, germs, bacteria, 
combination, are either deadly poisons, or at least inju- | micrococci, bacilli, etc., as disease causes, fail to account 
rious. The chief constituents of the body are oxygen, | for the marvelous differences in the power of disease 
hydrogen, and rfitrogen; carbon, calcium, chlorine, Seo. over different persons, or over the same person at dif 
rine; phosphorus and sulphur ; sodium and potassium ;| ferent times. All that the wisest can say is, ‘‘ Oh, it’s 
iron, magnesium and silicon, and perhaps aluminium, |a difference in susceptibility :’ an explanation which 
copper and lead. Also the compounds ; ammonia, car- | doesn’t explain anything. But to be able to assume 
bonic, sulphuricand phosphoric acids; hydrochloric, acetic that all these variations in the power of disease are but 
bvatyric, formic, lactic, oxalic and uric acids, etc. In the | another manifestation of that constantly shifting bal- 
normal condition of the economy, of course, all these | ance of secretion and excretion and general nerve force 
substances are not only harmless, but each subserves | with which every one is familiar by private experience, 
important uses. But themomentthe balance of the sys- | would be a long step toward a real explanation. 
tem is deranged, some secretions and excretions are in-| Seventh. This theory of derangement of the secretions 
creased, others partly or wholly suppressed ; and doubt-|as a cause of many diseases, harmonizes wonderfully 


less, also, the normal proportions of combination in | 


many secretions are interfered with. What more rea- 
sonable than to conjecture that either new and harmful 
combinations should arise, or that some already existing 
should be set free? In either case the effect on the 
health must be injurious, just in proportion to the viru- 
lence and quantity of the poison which has thus been 
either set-free by excessive and abnormal secretion, or 
retained by insufficient excretion. 

This naturally introduces a second consideration in 
favor of the theory—the wonderful similarity of many 
diseases to the action of poisons. Without going into 
details, it is sufficient to mention diphtheria, scarlatina, 
variola, typhtis, typhoid, yellow fever, and cholera. 
Particularly well would such a theory explain those 
wonderful ‘‘ walking cases” of cholera, yellow fever 
and typhoid, where the man falls almost without warn- 
ing. It is too much to ask us to suppose that miasms, 


germs, bacteria, micrococci, bacilli, e¢ al., can exercise | 
any power of choice whereby an unusual number of | 


them combine to swarm upon a particular victim and 
finish him off-hand. What more likely than that such 
lightning-strokes are due to the sudden setting free in 
the body of a few drops of some deadly poisons from the 


secretions, or its retention by a sudden stoppage of | q 


excretion. 

Third. There are already several diseases in which 
ill-health or death are admitted to be caused by the 
presence of poison in the body, viz., uremia, septicemia 
and pyemia; croup, and all diseases causing death by 
suffocation ; diseases of the liver; syphilis and gonor- 
rhea; hydrophobia; and perhaps others. What is 
true of the few may be true of the many. 

Fourth. There is no disease in which there is not a 
greater or less derangement of the secretions and ex- 
cretions, and the severer the case the greater the de- 
rangement. In all cases except the few just mentioned 
it has been customary to regard these derangements as 
results of the disease. Perhaps they are partly the 
cause, and partly the effects of that cause. Certain it is 
that this derangement of secretion and excretion is al- 
most invariably the first herald of a coming storm, in- 
stead of a sequel only. 

Fifth. This theory simplifies the mysteries of conta- 


well with the poisonous effects sometimes seen to result 
from bites by enraged cats and men, and particularly 
by hydrophobic dogs. 

Highth. M. Duclaux, a pupil of Pasteur, is said to 
have discovered that there exists normally in the diges- 
tive tube a species of bacteria in myriads, assisting the 
process of digestion. If this should prove to be true, 
the bottom drops out of the carefully elaborated theory 
of bacteria as the cause of disease. And in any case, 
they are just as likely to be an exciting cause only. 

Finally, I will notice in advance some objections 
which may very likely be raised. Some homceopathists 
may cry out heresy, thinking that they can detect a 
scent of the allopathic ‘‘ materies morbi” in such a 
theory. Let such consider whether miasms, germs, etc., 
(by which they all explain the cause of diseases, so far 
as they attempt to explain it at all) are not also ‘‘ materies 
morbi!” They certainly are ; their microscopic charac 
ter, or infinite subdivision, makes no difference. 

Other objectors may fear the effect of such a theory, 
| if accepted, would be to upset the foundations of every- 

thing. Notatall. All medical science would continue 
in statu quo, with the simple exception that we should 
no longer be beating the air in a vain effort to localize 
isease-causes in every place but the right one, #. ¢., the 
body itself. Climatic and telluric, hygienic and sani 
tary, perhaps electric and magnetic influences, would 
still stand as predisposing and exciting causes, and call 
for the utmost skill of the profession in both internal 
medication and externa] applications. 

And not only would the theory, if it could be proved 
true, lead the profession out of this Egypt, but it would 
also greatly stimulate the laity to a more careful observ- 
ance of those hygienic rules whose violation is so fre- 

uent a cause of disease. Surely, if anything could 

righten a man into taking care of himself and keeping 
his system regular, it would be the knowledge that he 
was in fact only a bottle of assorted poisons, liable to get 
loose at any time through indiscretion on his part. 


Lawson Tarr declares: ‘‘ The next case of peritonitis 
to which I am called, of whatever sort it be—even puer 
peral—I shall advise, and perform, if allowed, abdominal 


gion and infection, inoculation, and immunity from ' section, shal] cleanse out the cavity and drain it.” 
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PROF. PALMER vB. HAHNEMANN, 


By B. H. CuHengy, M.D., New HAVEN. Cr. 


Dr. Taylor, in his able review of Prof. Palmer’s arti- | 
cle, in your April number, has omitted to call attention | 
to one of the most marked inconsistencies in that article, | 


although he quotes the passages in which it occurs. It 
is this : 

Prof. Palmer makes the second article of the homco- 
pathist’s creed, ‘‘ The prescribing medicines for symp- 
toms alone.” This he proves, further on, to be an 
essential part of homceopathy, by quoting from Hahne- 
mann’s ‘‘ Organon,” and he proceeds to criticise it as 
folly, very much as it has been criticised by others be- 
fore. 

It is, therefore, with no small surprise that we find the 
professor, only six pages further on, accusing hom«o- 
pathy of ‘‘regarding diseases as distinct entities.” In 
this he not only contradicts himself, but the whole his- 


tory of the subject, as any one who has looked into it must | 


know. For, next to the assertion of the law of cure, 
there is no one thing that homaopathy has so persist- 
ently urged upon the profession, as that diseases are not 
to be regarded as entities at all, but as ‘‘ aberrations 
from healthy vital processes and functions,” (Or- 
ganon, § 12.) This was Hahnemann’s definition, and 
for clearness and comprehensiveness it cannot be im- 
proved upon, even to-day. 

Compare the definition of Dr. Palmer in the article in 
question. He says, ‘‘ diseases are deviations from nor- 


mal activities and normal compositions and structures in | 


the organism.” This reads almost like a paraphrase of 
Hahnemann’s words. But Dr. Palmer claims that this 


enlightened view of disease is due to the progress of | 


science, from which we must conclude that Hahnemann 
was far ahead of his time in philosophic insight. 


Such having been the teaching of Hahnemann, and the | 


whole history of homeopathy being consistent therewith, 
we naturally feela little curious to know upon what Dr. 
Palmer bases so singular an assertion as that homeo- 
pathy regards diseases as distinct entities. By read- 
ing on, we find it is the way he construes a certain 
passage regarding ‘‘ drug-force” in a work by Dr. Hem- 
pel. Here the latter author uses the name of any drug 
as a qualifying adjective to characterize the peculiar 
congeries of sy mptoms and changes in the system pro- 
duced by it, as e. g., ‘‘ stramonium-disease.” This he 
does, manifestly, for the sake of brevity and precision. 
to facilitate the selection of a remedy for any given set 
of symptoms, on the basis of the assumed law “‘ similia 
similibus curantur.” To the ordinary mind, this would 
seem just the reverse of looking upon diseases, con- 
sidered nosologically, as distinct entities. For, according 
to this view, they are all, of whatever character, when 
therapeutically considered, merely. varying assemblages 
of symptoms, which must correspond more or less _per- 
fectly to those produced by some known drug or agent. 
As to its being ‘‘ unscientific” to prescribe for symp- 
toms alone, this is too large a subject to be considered in 
this note. But Prof. Palmer, as well as other objectors, 
would do well to remember that this method necessarily 
includes all pathological processes so far as they are 
vital—that is, living parts of the diseased condition under 
consideration. The homceopathist, however, instead of 
attacking this condition upon a hypothesis of his own, 
based upon a theory regarding the action of drugs, pro- 
ceeds to select his remedy in accordance with what is to 
him a definite law of cure. Whether he be right or 
wrong can never be determined by polemics upon paper, 
but only bythe clinical test, the necessary touchstone of 
all medical theory or doctrine. To this test Hahnemann 
and his followers have constantly invited each and ev ery 
one to apply the doctrine of homeopathy. Only, as in 
all other matters of scientific research, it is absolutely 
necessary, if One would obtain the same results as did 
the propounder of the doctrine, to follow implicitly his 
method, ‘ Mach’s nach, aber mach’s recht nach.” 
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“THE NEW PHYSIOLOGIOAL COMBINATION 
MATERIA MEDIOA. 


By Geo. M, OckrorpD, M.D., VINCENNEs, IND. 


A remarkable paper, entitled ‘‘ A Proving of Ferrum 
Muriaticum with Clinical Confirmations.” by A. W. 
Woodward, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica, etc., etc. 
was read at a recent meeting of the Illinois Medical As. 
sociation, and su uently published inthe U. S. Medi- 
cal Investigator. We say the paper is remarkable. It 
is remarkable that a man professing to be a teacher in 
homeopathy should promulgate such a paper. He en- 
tirely ignores the teachings of Hahnemann and attempts 
to pass as a proving a single experiment made with a 
single minimum dose of the drug. The doctor took a 
five-drop dose of the tincture chloride of iron and in less 
than twenty-four hours had a group of symptoms, indi- 
| cating that the effect of the drug was to cause organic 
disturbance of the stomach, head, spine, skin and sexual 
}organs. This proving was the result of an insignificant 
dose of the drug, and undertaken with the view of prov- 
ing a pet theory of the prover. What could be more un- 
reliable? The old school of medicine gives the drug in 
question in doses of from ten to thirty minims, and even 
as much as two drachms, frequently repeated, and yet 
with this abuse of the drug, no such train of physiologi- 
cal disturbances have been recorded or noticed, as the 
Professor obtained from his single five-drop dose, What 
does Hahnemann say of provings? See Sections 135 and 
136 of the Organon (translated by C. Wesselheft, M.D.), 
which say, ‘‘ The totality of all the elements of disease 
which the drug is capable of producing, is brought near 
perfection only by manifold experiments, instituted by a 
select variety of individuals of both sexes,” etc. The 
| learned professor, however, is satisfied with his proving 
and from the teachings of his experiment he prescribes 
| the drug in a variety of affections and confirms the re- 
sults obtained in his proving. We do not doubt his 
statement that his patients were cured, but let-us look at 
his method of prescribing. 

We have always been taught, as homcopathists, to 
endeavor to select a remedy whose provings exhibit a 
train of symptoms similar to that produced by the dis- 
ease ; that is, the totality of the symptoms present in each 
individual case will indicate the remedy applicable. 
But a new principle is enunciated. The Professor says 
‘that the succession of organic disturbances produced 
by a medicinal dose of a drug taken in health, represents 
the combination of organic ¢ erangements to which that 
drug is always specific in disease.’ 

Now, we re no desire to dispute this proposition, 


but we are willing to assert that,even conceding that 
Serrum muriaticum produce8 the organic disturbances 
recorded, there are other remedies that act upon the 
same organs, and if this system of combination is true 
any drug of a certain class is applicable to the same dis- 


ease, In the cases confirmatory of the principle, there 
is no pretense that they presented any symptoms in com- 
mon, but all of them had disturbances of the stomach, 
head, spine, skin, and sexual organs, and it is asserted 
that ferrum muriaticum is the remedy for every dis 
eased condition in which there is disturbance of these 
organs. What is easier than this new ‘ physiological 
combination” system? All we have to do is to learn the 
various combinations, be able to discern the physiologi 
cal disturbances, and then we have the key to successful 
prescribing. It is a grand scheme. 

Pathology is not necessary ; no matter what the path- 
ological condition may be, all we have to know is the 
organic disturbances and those produced by the drug 
upon the healthy. Our repertories, with their millions 
of symptoms, will be no longer worth a place in our libra- 
ries. Allen’s Encyclopedia will beamong the lost hom 
copathic arts. Whata pity that so much labor should 
have been expended in teaching homeopathic materia 

‘medica! It would have been so much easier to have 
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gotten up a work that should have answered for materia 
medica, practice and pathology. According to this com- 


bination plan we could number the different organs of | 
the body, and then under each remedy just give the num- | 


bers representing the organs deranged during the action 
of the drugs. Thus we could have the action of aconite 
represented by a half dozen figures or so, and then when 
we found ina case of disease the organs corresponding 
to these numbers disturbed, give the remedy accord- 
ingly. 

We have all been puzzled in our diagnosis of obscure 
diseases. The “ new principle” is just what is needed 
to assist us. We have a case in which the stomach, 
head and skin is affected, and all we have to do is to dis- 
cover a remedy that affects these organs and our patient 
is speedily cured. This is the ne plus ultra of specific 
medication, and how strange that we have been working 
in the dark so long! The system of numbering the or- 
gans will greatly aid us. Like a lottery we may get a com- 


bination of numbers—one remedy will cause disturb- | 


ances of organs Nos. 1, 3, 5, 7. Another, 2, 5, 9, 11. 
Having these numbers associated with the organs we can 
easily pick out the corresponding numbers among the 
drug effects recorded. Of course, the thing will succeed. 
The professor has proven a drug, noted the physio- 
logical disturbances, and confirmed his theory in a num- 
ber of cases. He says ‘‘ these cases give unmistakable 
evidence of the curative action of ferrum muriaticum 
in a variety of diseases, no two of which presented the 
same special symptoms. What, then, determined the 
successful use of this remedy? You will find the an- 
swer in the fact that every case presented a combination 
of sympathetic disorders that was similar to the succes- 
sion of disturbances developed in the proving.” What 
is plainer than this? 
stow upon this method than that of the ‘‘ Physiological 
Combination?” We do hope the advocates of this sys- 
tem will simplify it, by reducing these disorders to a 
numerical basis, as we feel sure that it will give us tal- 
ismanic numbers far ahead of ‘‘S. T., 1860, X,” or 4-11- 
44, which were good for everything and always success- 
ful. Such teaching, however, is not homeopathy, and 
emanating as it does from a teacher in a homcaopathic 
college, should be disclaimed by all who follow the 
teachings of the father of homeopathy in the rules for 
the selection of a remedy. Those who want an easy 
method for prescribing may adopt such a plan, but in the 
end we doubt not they will find that there is no royal 
road to the successful application of remedies for the 
cure of disease, and that this new principle of the phy 
siological combination school will take rank with the 
‘blue glass” and other obsolete theories that have been 
espoused at various times. » 


SPONTANEOUS FALLING OFF OF THE NAILS IN 
ATaxics.—Dr. A. Pitres (Le Prog. Med.) refers to two 
cases in which the subjects were suffering with progres- 
sive locomotor ataxia, where there occurred a spon 
taneous alteration and falling off of the nails of the great 
toes. This occurred several times during a period of 
as many years, This falling off of the nails was pre- 
ceded for several weeks by a dull pain and a sensation 
of contraction in the corresponding toe. There was no 
appearance of suppuration, or even ulceration of the 
ungual matrix. The fallen nails were rapidly replaced 
by those of new formations and normal form. tt was 
scarcely to be supposed that in these two cases the shed 
ding of the nails was the result of a traumatism. An 
injury severe enough to cause such a condition would 
certainly have given rise to severe pains. It is more 
probable that the condition was due to defective nutri- 
tion dependent upon medullary lesions and analogous in 


their nature to the various trophic troubles (arthropathy, | 


spontaneous fractures, diverse eruptions, etc.,) which so 
frequently occur in the course of progressive locomotor 
ataxia. (T. M. 8.) 


And what better name can we be- | 


CLINIQUE. 
OLINIOAL NOTES ON MENTAL DISEASES. 


| COLLECTED FROM THE GERMAN * By F. G, OKHME, 
M.D., ‘TOMPKINSVILLE, STATEN ISLAND, N. Y. 

1. Aconitum has been used repeatedly with success 

for anwiety and fear of death without cause in pregnancy 

lor childbed.—Arch. 7, 3, 42, and 9, 1, 114. Jahr’s Leid- 
| faden, 40. 
| 2. Agaricus. One case only. A woman wakened in 
| the third week after confinement by fire in the next 
house, jumped out of bed, and runout doors, The next 
day she was insane. After bell., atrop. and aur. mur. 
natr. had improved her considerably, the following state 
still remained : great talkativeness, immoderate laugh 
|ing, fancy of great happiness and prosperity. Many re 
medies ineffectual. Ager, 3, cured, 

The natives of Siberia intoxicate themselves with a 
decoction of agaricus. Soon after drinking this they 
| become jolly and are gradually seized with such a fit of 
gayety, happiness and imagined prosperity, that they 
take to singing, leaping, ete.—AUg. h. Ztg. 97, 187. 

3. Alumina. One case of melancholia with weeping, 
in an old woman, had the peculiarity that all morbid 
symptoms were absent from four o'clock P. M. till bed 
time. A/um. 3, curedin four days.—Hirsch. N. Ztschr. 
| 7, 102. 

4. Anacardium has proved of service in the following 
conditions : a. When after severe diseases there re 
mained or developed great forgetfulness or a stupid, 
idiotic state of the mind or sluggishness.—IHirsch. Ztschr. 
2,164. Allg. h. Zig. 57, 164. 

b. In melancholia, with or without forgetfulness; every 
thing appears to her as if in a dream, not in reality, Or 
melanchobia with contradicting notions or two conflicting 
wills. —Pract. Beitr. 4, 1, 15, Hirsch. N. Ztachr. 4, 7, 6. 

There are further recorded two cases of a fixed idea, 
one about the soul (J/irech. N. Ztschr. 7, 30) ; the other 
about his dual state (NV. Arch. 3, 1, 31). Finally one case 
of mania (Hirach. N. Ztschr. 7, 30) and one case of con 
tinued talking of nonsense (Alg. h. Ztg. 18, 23). 

5. Argent. nitricum. The different cases show great 
diversity of symptoms and complaints, but all seem to 
| harmonize in this respect, that the mental disease is 
produced by a profound derangement of the whole 
alimentary and nervous system, especially the nervous 
sympathicus. It suits particularly the carbo-nitrogen 
constitution (deficient oxydation of the blood with con 
sequent surplus of carbon and nitrogen, Grauvog)); 
Locomotor ataxy. 
| The patients have strange sensations and notions, 
| hypochondria, melancholia, hemorrhoids, constipation, 
| dizzinexa, forgetfulness, frightful, horrid dreams. 

This remedy should not be overlooked with females 
who are subject to headache, constipation and profuse or 

| too frequent menses.—.1Ug. h. Zig, vol. 68, page 35, 52 
and 101; vol. 91, 174. Lehrbuch der Homeop. by Grauvog. 

Hahnem. Monthly 10. 565. 

6. Aracnicum, melancholia from various causes. The 
reported cases show, unlike those of arg., great similari 
ty. Grvat uneasiness in looks and especially in action, 
driving the patient from place to place and nights out of 

| bed ; great anxiety and deapair ; sighing, groaning, 
lerying, imagining having done bad or criminal deeds, 
Frequently worse at night. Some cases in irregular perio- 
dical attacks. (ieneral health either not seriously or not 
at all affected. Bodily disease does not seem to be the 
cause of the mental derangement; but in one case the 
insanity was produced by the sudden disappearance of a 
skin disease in consequence of wrong external treatment ; 
in another by exposure after an eruptive disease, 

In one case we find an attempt at suicide, in another 
| the patient wishes some of his family always with him 


| . Also a few citations from American journals which I happen to 
have. It comprises the whole of the German. 
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for fear of suicide. In one case dread of netie In two 
cases great desire to scream aloud ; in two others hot, 
red face.—Arch, 8, 2, 57, annal. 1. 66. Pr. Beitr. 2, 145. 
Alig. h. Ztg. T4, 68, Jahr’s Leidfaden 37. Hirsch. Ztschr. 
27, 154. Allg. h. Ztg. 88, 127. 

7. Atropium. Reported only one case of hallucina- 
tions and one case of fixed idea.—Ztsch. des. Ver. der. 
hom, Ar. O¢estr, 1, 2, 31. 

8. Aurum.—Melancholia, hypochondria, hopeleseness, 
with inclination to suicide or satiety of life, and having 
relation to the sexual system—after self-pollutions, sexual 
excesses, syphilitic diseases or confinement. Diseases of 
the testicles, impotence, ete. 

In some cases amorous dreams, erections, emissions, 
in others anxiety proceeding from the region of the heart 
or violent beating of the heart after mental emotions or 
psychic impressions (neurosis cordis hypochondriaca). 

In one case the hypochondria alternated with irritable, 
passionate moods, in two cases crying ; in another dread 
of people and crying ; in still another of melancholia re- 
ligiosa, frightful dreams, crying and praying.— Arch. 12. 
8, 141. Arch, 19, 1, 85. hyg. 24. 10. Alg. h. Ztg. 74, 178. 

M. 9, 75. Allg. h, Ztg. 87,10. Med. Couns. 1, 34. 
Amer. Hom. 2, 152. 


(36 be Continued.) 


THE RELATIVE SUOCESS OF ALLOPATHIO AND 
HOMC@OPATHIO TREATMENT OF DISEASES 
OF OHILDREN. 


By A. B. Norton, M.D., O. er. A. Cutr., New York. 

In the American Journal of Obstetrics, for April, 1882, 
Biv 506, we find the following report of the Children’s 
Yivision of Julius Hospital, Wuerzburg, for the years 


872-1880, by Dr. Otto Seifert : 
A.—INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 


DISEASE. 


I. 
Il. 


ill. 
IV.) Varioloid. . 
‘\Varicelle ..... egebeue 

VL./Typhus abdominalis. ....... 
VII.) Diphtheritis. . 
VIIL.|Cholera .. 

1X.| Meningitis, “cerebro - = spinal 
epidemic. . 


Morbilli......... 
Rubeola 


eSBackte® 





| o aBBansol 


— 





DISEASE. 


Spasmus glottidis. 
Papillomata laryngis.. . 
._-" " M M, cricoaryten . 


postic 

J ee | 
E. | Bronchitis 
F.| Pheumonitis 
My |Phthisis pulmonalis. 

H.| Atelectasis pulmonum 
I,|Sarcoma anes 
K.| Pleuritis. . } SEES 
L.| | Pneumothorax. 
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“The reading of this suggested to me » the | query, how 
would homeopathic treatment of diseases of ery ho “n 
compare with this? 





As I had formerly been resident physician to the 
Child's Hospital at the Five Points House of Industry, 
New York City, their records were at my disposal, and 
the results of investigation were as follows : 


INFECTIOUS DISEASES, 1872-1880. 


1.| Morbilli 
I.'Rubeola ined 
III. Scarlatina. . 
DU PES 0 da ccs cotec dec sedeccote bs 
V.|Diphtheritis. hopeutdis’ aidue 
VL. /Chole: 
Vil. ‘Meningitis, cerebro spinal epitemte. 


| Unimproved. | 


DISEASES OF THE RESPIRATORY ORGANS, 1872-1880. 


DISEASE. 


| Cured. 





.|Spasmus —. 
Pertussis . . 
Br onchitis. . 


1 


= 
— 
Tm Be WD 


1. 
IIl.| 


ae | 


VI.| Pleuri 

Vil. onan hneidily.. 
VIIL.| Croup 

1X.| Hemoptysis 

X.|Asthma ........ 
xl. .jPleurodynis nae 


Bac EDR ao No. of Cases. | 
. J 


Se 





- 
oe 
~ 

|| Som 





MORTALITY UNDER EACH TREATMENT. 


DISEASE. Allopathic. Homceopathic. 


I.| Morbilli 
Il./Somriatina....... .....+-.- 
II1.| Diphtheritis............... 
IV.|Cholera. . 
V.|Meningitis, cerebro - spinal 
epidemic 
VI. |Spasmus — 
VII.| Pertussis. . 
VU | promentele o 
IX. | Pneumonitis _ ; 
X.| Phthisis pulmonalts. oct Vegdl 
XI. |Peeustets ‘ bbdedoct 


1,185¢ 


Comment is unnecessary, as these statistics speak for 
themselves. There are, however, a few other facts, 
gathered from the records of this institution, which are 
worthy of especial notice. During the last 13 years 
there have been treated at this hospital 69 cases of 
typhoid fever, of which number only four proved fatal ; 

giving a mortality of 5.79%. Latest old school authori 
ties place the mortality of typhoid fever at from 15 to 





~ During the years of 1870 and 1871, 21 cases of typhus 
fever were treated, all of which recovered. Mortality of 
| this disease in children is placed at from 5 to 8.64. 
Gangrena oris is another most fatal disease, of which 
there have been 39 cases treated during the last 21 years, 
with only two deaths. In one of these it was complica 
ted with whooping-cough and pneumonia, though the 
| gangrene was under control before death finally ensued 
rom the pneumonia. The success in the treatment of 
this disease should be considered truly remarkable, as 
| the most favorable statistics of gangrene of the mout) 
ever published show a mortality of at least 75¢. 
Not only in the treatment of scarlatina is the superi 
ority of the homeopathic method of cure illustrated, 
but also in the prophylactic virtues of bellad. in a high 


7 weeks. 
4% years. 
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potency. Scarlatina usually appears one or more times 
each year, against which it is impossible to provide, 
owing to the large number of outside children that are 
daily coming to the school and mingling with the chil- 
dren in the ingtitution, and also on account of the dona- 
tions of clothing constantly being sent to the house 
without proper disinfection. But it is a fact worthy of 
note that within the past 15 years there has never been 
a second ease following an outbreak of scarlatina. This 
result is attributed to bellad. 30 as a prophylactic which 
is given to every child in the institution immediately on 
the appearance of the first case. On one occasion the 
disease broke out in three different departments simul- 
taneously, viz., school. hospital, and nursery, but even 
then no second case followed 

During the 21 years just passed there have been 
treated in this hospital 18,554 cases, with 138 deaths, 
mortality .743¢. 10,247 have been vaccinated in the 
same time. To this very thorough system of vaccination 
js attributed the almost entire freedom from variola ; 
there having occurred during this time only one case of 
modified small-pox, in the summer of 1881, and this 
case had undoubtedly contracted the disease before be- 
coming an inmate of the house, as the child was taken 
sick only a few days after her entrance. 

In many of these years variola in epidemic form has 
raged throughout this city, and especially so in this 
most thickly populated portion of the city. In this 
large number of vaccinations only three cases of any 
trouble traceable to the vaccination has been observed. 

The perfect protection to this institution afforded by 
vaccination (its location causing it to be exposed to an 
unusual degree) must be of great weight as evidence of 
the efficacy and safety of vaccination. The treatment in 
this hospital has mostly been strictly according to the 
law of ~‘ similia,” the single remedy, usually in the 
thirtieth potency, being administered. Some of the 
resident physicians, however, have used the lower 
potencies and alternation of remedies, but with far less 
success, as is shown by the following statement, taken 
from the Homeopathic Journal of Obstetrics for Febru- 
ary, 1881, page 356: ‘‘In the Five Points House of 
Industry, in three years, there were 3,572 patients treat- 
ed with low numbers and alternation of remedies, with 


a loss of 44 by death. In eight other years 7,523 


LUMBAGO AND OTHER PAINFUL LOCAL AFFECTIONS 
TREATED By SuctTion,—Dr. H. T. Rennolds (Maryland 
Med. Jour., Nov. 15, 1881), says : For two years I have 
employed the uterine pump (see Thomas’ Dis. of 
Women, 1872, p. 605), a tube of hard rubber six inches 
long and three-fourths to ove inch in diameter, with a 
tightly-fitting piston provided with a set screw, which 
oo added. I have used it for lumbago, acute and 
chronic, intercostal neuralgia, pleurodynia, chronic 
pleuritic pains, myalgia, local congestions of lungs, 
ovaries, ete,, torticollis and analogous difficulties for 
which we have, in most cases, no efficient or speedy 
relief. My mode of using the instrument is to place it 
over the seat of pain, depress the piston to expel the 
air, then draw it out slowly and steadily and keep it out 
by means of the set screw. It 1s left applied from two 
to five minutes, or until the pain is relieved, which 
seldom occupies a longer time. If the pain extends 
extends over a larger area, the instrument can be placed 
at two or more points successively. The pain produced 
by the instrument, though sharp, is insignificant com 
pared with the relief afforded. As to the instrument, 
the only point I would insist upon is a tightly-fitting 
piston. It can be purchased at the instrument maker's 
for about two dollars. 


ACTION OF BROMIDES IN EptLepsy.—Summary : I. 
In 12.1 per cent. of epileptics, the attacks were com- 
pletely arrested during the whole period of treatment by 
the bromides. II. In 83.3 per cent. the attacks were 

reatly diminished both in number and severity. III. 
n 2.8 per cent. the treatment had no apparent effect. 
bal In 2.3 per cent. the number of attacks was aug- 
mented during the treatment. V. The form of the dis 
| ease, whether inherited or not, whether complicated or 
| not, recent or chronic, in young or old, healthy or dis- 
eased, appeared in no way to influence treatment. VI. 
| In 66.6 per cent. there was no trace of bromide poison- 
|ing; in 38.4 per cent. it was observed in varying forms 
and degrees, but in no case to any serious extent, 
|namely, physical weakness in 28.5 per cent., mental 

weakness in 18.8 per cent., and so-called bromide erup 
|tion in 16.6 per cent.—Dr. A. Hughes Bennett, in Hd. 
| Med Jour., March. 





OrcHITIs TREATED BY THE TOPICAL APPLICATION 


patients were treated with high numbers and the single | 
remedy, with a loss of 37. It will be seen that the|or loporormM.—Dr. Sabandi, of Constantinople (Gaz. 
mortality of the low and alternating practice is some-| des Hép, Feb. 12, 1881), had a case of gonorrhewal 
thing more than twice as great as that where higher | orchitis, in which the patient, a hotel waiter, for fear 
numbers and the single remedy was the unvarying prac- | of losing his place, kept going about with an enorm- 
tice, i. ¢., of every ten lost in the three years’ series, | ously enlarged and very painful testicle. An ointment 
more than five might have been saved if they had been | was applied consisting of 1 drachm of iodoform to ten 
treated by high numbers and the single remedy. |of vaseline. The pain rapidly disappeared, and in a 

The difference is too great, and the record covers too | week the swelling was completely gone, although tb 
much time, to admit the plea that it was in any part the | patient continued at his wah, which kept him on hir 
effect of accident. legs the whole time. 

It may further be said in reference to the class of in- 
mates of this institution, that there are constantly in the 
house from 250 to 30.) children of all nationalities, veri- 
tably the scum of New York City, gathered from the 
cellars and garrets of the crowded and filthy tenements 
of this neighborhood ; they are subject to all forms of | 
constitutional and hereditary diseases, it being truly a with oiled silk or gutta percha to prevent evaporation. 
rarity to find a healthy child among them all. Scrofu-| Renew three to four times daily. This is followed by 
lous developments, especially, can be seen here in their | ease without the symptoms of absorption as mydriasis 
worst forms. and dryness of the throat. Its local action consists in 

| causing vascular contraction and diminished sensibility. 

Dr. BARNES holds that ophthalmia neonatorum is not | — Paris Méd. 
always due to contact with the secretions of the maternal | 
} during birth. He mentions a case of his own | 
in which the child was born in the unbroken mem.- | 
branes and ophthalmia appeared. He also refers to 4 


TREATMENT OF CANCER PAINS.—Auger proposes 
for cancer pains the following : 
Sulphate of atropine, 
Distilled water, j. 
Moisten a compress (or cloth) and apply, covering 


OLD ScHOOL USE OF ARNICA IN FURUNCULOSIS.— 
Dr. Planat (Revue de Therapeutique Med.-Chirurg., 
Chicago Med. Review), claims very good results from 


rted by Veit, in which the disease appeared in | the use of arnica paste in the treatment of furuncles of 
Arnica, according to 
Dr. Barnes thinks that the use of dirty sponges, con-| him, absorbs furuncles with great promptitude, prob- 
taminated diapers, towels, etc., may often cause the| ably by reason of its action on the vaso-constrictor 


case re 
a child which had been delivered by cesarean section. | a purely inflammatory character. 


disease.— Brit. Med. Jour. nerves of the superficial vessels of the skin. 
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IODINE IN THE TREATMENT OF MALARIA.—Dr. R. B. 
Morison (Maryland Medical Journal, Feb. 15) gives the 
following account of what tvdine has actually aceom- 
lished at the Baltimore dispensary. We have treated, 
1¢ says, in the past year, 1881, in the medical depart 
ment of the dispensary, 4,151 patients; of these there 
were 490 malarial cases. Now, having learned from 
former experience with fodine, that it had no special 
action on chronie malaria, we have only used it in acute. 
So of these 490 malarial cases, we have used it in 250. 

The dose given has been invariably, for an adult, 15 
minims—not drops—three times a day, a quarter of an 
hour before meals, largely diluted. We give it to pa- 
tients of all ages in proportionate doses, and we pre- 
scribe it as freely when there is any complication as we | 
would cinchonidia. 

The record of the 250 cases is as follows : 
of cases not heard from after the first visit. 150. 

Number of cases heard from a second, third, or more 
times, 100. 

Of the cases heard from, 84 are on record as cured, | 
two cases not cured, and 14 in which neither iodine nor | 
cinchonidia effected a cure. 

I consider these 14 cases as the most discouraging part | 


Namber | 


of the report, and, yet, if they are considered separately, 
we can readily understand why they were unsuccessful. 

In the first place, they were exposed to malarial infia- 
ences froin the position of their homes, and in the second 
place, they were in such a state of poverty and anemia, | 
from bad air and food, that nothing but a change of | 
these latter circamstances could have brought about a | 
different result from any treatment. It is scareely nee- | 
essary to more than refer to such cases. as all have met 
them in this region at certain times of the year As 
they were first treated by iodine and then the malarial 
mixture—the latter in one-half ounce doses every three 
hours—and neither effected a cure, we cannot blame one 
more than the other forthe result. Let us return to! 
the cases not heard from after the first visit. Dispen- 
sary statistics always show such deficiencies. However, 
as a rule, they are more likely to return if not cured 
than when they are. Few return to praise ; the greater 
number return to complain. 

If it had not been that we tried to impress the neces- 
sity of a return on those upon whom we tried the medi- 
cine, we should not have heard from half of the 100 
cases whose history we have 

So successful have we been with iodine, we always 
order it now in intermittent fever of the acate sort. We 
give it to pregnant or narsing women ; we give it where 
there is diarrhoea or constipation, and we have only | 
heard out of these 250 cases from two where the chills 
have not been controlled by it. In only one case was 
nausea caused by it. In this case the dose was decreased 
to one-half the regular dose and a cure effected. We 
had no case of iodism nor did we discover any albumi- 
nuria, 

In conclusion, I will say the treatment is an estab 
lished fact at the Dispensary, and is carried out by the 
experience of others elsewhere, and in private practice. 
Dr. Hoffman has tried it at the jail with success, and is, 
after having seen it so often given, quite as much con 
vinced as I am of its efficacy. 


METHOD FOR RESTORING THE ASPITYXIATED.—In an 
old number (May, 1880,) of the Detroit Lancet, Dr. Chas. 
Shepard, an old and well-known practitioner, describes 
a plan which he believes to be more effectual in restor- 
ing the asphyxiated than any other method yet devised. 
It is applicable to all ages, 

‘When the body is elevated to an angle of forty-five 
degrees, or more, with the head down, the abdominal 
viscera fall against the diaphragm and force the air, 
mucus, and all foreign matter from the lungs and air | 
passages ; the blood also flows to the brain, right side 
of heart and lungs, stimulating those organs. Revers- 
ing this movement, the abdominal organs fall away from 
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‘rushes into the lungs to fill the vacuum created. 


the diaphragm, drawing it along with them. The air 

The 
blood flows to the right and left side of the heart and 
lower extremities, in this way imitating the normal 
movements of respiration and circulation as nearly as 
may be. At life-saving institutions or stations, an ap 


| paratus can be made, consisting of a board or plank 


upon which the patient can be placed, and held either 
on side or back, and the plank worked over the center, 
like the walking beam of an — Various accessory 
means may be used, especially heat applied to the sur 
face, holding the tongue from dropping back iuto the 
pharynx,” ete., etc. Dr. Shepard assures the profession 
it is the best plan he has ever adopted for resuscitating 
still-born children, and urges them to try it. 


TREATMENT OF CoMEDONES. —The black points, flesh- 
worms or comedones, which are found in the face, and 


| especially near the nostrils, are not at all prodaced by 


the accumulation of the particles of dirt or dust, as has 
generally been believed, but by pigmentary matter 
which is soluble in acids. Unna generally prescribes : 
R .—Kaolin, 4 parts. 

Glycerine, 3 parts. 

Acetic acid, 2 parts, 
with or without the addition of a small quantity of some 
ethereal oil. With this pomade he covers the parts 
affected in the evening, and if need be during the day 


| After several days all ‘the comedones can be easily ex 


pressed, most of them even come out by washing the 
parts with pumice stone soap. The same results can be 
obtained by bandaging the parts affected for a long time 
with vinegar, lemon juice, or diluted hydrochloric acid. 

The author concludes by saying that the acids act like 
cosineties, as they transform the black color into a brown 
and yellow shade, and destroy it gradually altogether ; 
they produce a quicker desquamation of the horny bed 
which interrupts the exit of the comedones and brings to 
the surface the glandular openings.—Archives de Vir 
chow. 


EprLersy—(NItrRiTtE OF AMYL).—Put a drachm of 
amyl nitrite in a three drachm vial, placing a small 
sponge between the liquid and the cork, instructing the 
parent or attendant to keep a vial always accessible in 


|the pocket, and upon the first sign of approaching 
| spasm to withdraw the cork and apply to the nostril a 


sufficient time to slightly suffuse the face, and to adopt 
the same method shortly before the time of the expected 
paroxysm, and several times a day when convulsive re- 
currences are frequent. 

We have had the most satisfactory results, with old 
and young by this method. 

The dose of the amyl nitrite should be regulated by the 
effect produced rather than quantity, provided the inhala- 
tions are very brief. ‘ew seconds only for inhalation, 
and not oftener re than every six hours. —Alienist 
and Neurologist, 


te 
uly. 

To CLEAN AND WuitreN Dirty Sponees.—Sponges 
that have become dirty and discolored can be cleaned, 
according to Stende, by soaking them in a solution of 
permanganate of potassium, of the color-strength of red 
wine, and afterwards placing them in diluted hydrochlo- 
ric acid (acid 1 part, water 10 parts), After having been 
well washed in common water they will have become 
again light colored, soft, and pliable.—Industrie Blitter. 


A RECENT article in the ‘‘ British Journal” refers to a 


| test, advocated as a certain one by Drs, Boyd and Ripa- 


nel, for ascertaining if life be wholly extinct. It is 
claimed that if pressure be applied to the eye from two 
opposite points, the pupil will, after death, change its 
shape under such pressure, becoming oval or irregular ; 
but while any life remains, the pupil will retain its cir 
cular form.—Annales d’ Hygiene Pub. 





W. T. Lusk, on the second stage of labor (Amer. Jour. 
Obstet.) are : 
(1.) The cord should not be tied until the child has | 


Tying THE CoRD.—The conclusion of a paper by Dr. 
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breathed vigorously a few times. When there is no | 
occasion for haste, growing out of the condition of the | 
mother, it is safer to wait until the pulsations of the | 


cord have ceased altogether. 

2.) Late ligation is not dangerous tothe child. From 
the excess of blood contained in the foetal portion of the 
placenta, the child receives into its system only the 
amount requisite to supply the needs created by the 
opening up of the pulmonary circulation. 

(3.) 
practice of employing uterine expression previous to 
tying the cord, is questionable. 

(4.) In children born pale and anwmic, suffering at 
birth from syncope, late ligation furnishes an invalua- 
ble means of restoring the equilibrium of the fatal cir- 
culation. 


Amy NITRITE For AGuUE.—Dr. Saunders, of Indore, 
India, reports in the /ndian Medical Gazette, a number 
of cases of _ successfully treated with amyl nitrite. 
He asserts that in every instance the disease yielded 
quickly and permanently to the amyl treatment. He 
mixes the drug with an equal volume of oil of coriander, 
to make it less volatile and to cover its odor, and admin- 
isters it as follows: four drops of the mixture, or two 
of amyl, are poured on a small piece of lint, which is 
given into the hands of the patient for him to inhale 


ntil further observations have been made, the | 
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CurRE OF Brieut’s Diskask BY ELATERIUM.—The 
ben > Dec, 15, 1881, contains a letter in which Dr, 

. P. Yeomans, of Charles City, lowa, thus describes a 
case that came under his treatment. 

** My colleague, Dr, Palmer, over seventy years of age, 
remarkably vigorous and well preserved, never having 
had a day’s serious illness, was attacked with rheuma- 
tic fever, which subsided in about ten days, and was 
followed by a deep-seated pain and tenderness in the 
region of the kidneys, with frequent though not profuse 
urination, with general ry my ; the ankles and legs 
were first much distended ; then the abdomen, and in a 
few days thereafter the serous overtiow invaded the 
chest, rendering the heart's action exceedingly labored, 
creating the most distressing dyspnea, making it impos 
sible to assume the recumbent posture. An analysis of 
the urine revealed the presence of 25 per cent. of albu 
men, and under the microscope tubular casts were plain 
ly visible. 

‘*At my request, Dr. Roberts, of Waterloo, visited 
him in consultation, and he was also seen by a number 
of other physicians of both schools at different times, 
all of whom made critical examination of the urine, and 
all agreed that it was a clear case of Bright's disease of 
the kidneys ; there was a like agreement in the opinion 
that the result would be fatal. All available authorities 
were consulted, and suggestions of the various medical 
gentlemen who saw the case carefully considered with 
reference to the appropriate remedies, but the disease 


| progressed for three months, with no visible improve 


and respiration are much accelerated, and when he feels | 


warm all over, the inhalation is discontinued, as the 
symptoms continue to increase for some time afterward ; 
a profuse perspiration now sets in, which speedily ends 
the attack, though in some cases the cold stage merely 
passes off without any hot or sweating stage.—Scient. 
American, 


Tue Eyk-REFLEXES IN ANASTHESIA FROM CHIO- 
ROFORM.—It has long been known that the abolition of 
the ae reflex is a proof of comp!ete insensibil- 
ity during the inhalation of anesthetics. M. Berger 
proposes to utilize this fact in the course of chloroform 
inhalations, for determining the necessity for giving or 
withholding the anwsthetic. The first sign indicating 
the return out of insensibility after the abolition of 
the conjunctival or corneal reflex, is a fibrillary con- 
traction of the orbicular muscle of the lower lid, 
which appears on touching the cornea or conjunctiva. 
—Med. ’. 


CurRE oF GorTRE BY Fivortc Actp.—Dr. Edward 
Woakes gives, in the Lancet, a detailed account of a 
number of cases of goitre cured by flworic acid inter- 
nally, He begins treatment with fifteen minims of a 
one-half per cent, dilution of the acid three times a day, 
and, if necessary, increases the dose to twenty, thirty, 


ment, when I thought 1 saw a slight change for the bet- 


freely ; he soon becomes flushed, and both his pulse | tet from the use of. elaterium. 


‘This remedy was continued for another month ; it 
was given twice a day in the first and second decima! 
dilution, and even the crude drug in such doses as could 
be borne without producing catharsis. Under this 


| treatment the urine gradually cleared up, the dropsical 


symptoms disappeared, the appetite returned, and he 


| was soon able to make a visit to the seashore, from which 


| he came back in his usual good health, and has been for 
| six months engaged in active practice. 


VACCINISATION.—In concluding some researches on 


| animal vaccination and its general relations with vaccina 


| 
| 


forty, or even seventy minims, and extends the time to | 


several months. His results are quite remarkable, even 
in cases that had resisted iodine, bromine, iron, etc. 
In a few it was conjoined with injections of tinct. iodine. 
Very few failed to be reasonably benefited, 


and in| 


eighty-five per cent. the cure was decided.— Med. News. | 


CONVALLARIA MAIALIs is recommended by Dr. 
Troitsky, of St. Petersburgh, as an efficient remedy 
in heart disease in any form, but especially in mitral in- 
sufficiency. In persons suffering with this difficulty, 
unable to take bodily exercise without palpitation and 
dyspnea, excessively irritable in temper, and peev- 
ish, a tablespoonful of infusion of the flowers (ten 
grains to six ounces of water), twice daily, 
organism and relieves the dyspnwa.—Z ahnemannian 
Monthly. 


| ly put it into 


tion and re-vaccination, Dr. E. Warlomont, Director of 
the State Vaccinal Institution at Brussels, says : 

When a child is brought back at the expiration of the 
first seven days, if it be re-vaccinated on the spot, even 
with its own vaccine-lymph, it may be that there will be 
a fresh eruption, feebler for the most part, but occasion 
ally showing all the signs of classic vaccinal pustule. 
What conclusion is to be drawn, if not that the first in- 
oculation, insufficient to protect the subject against a 
second vaccinal impregnation, was a fortivri insufficient 
to guard it against variola? Hence the necessity of fresh 
insertions until the complete exhaustion of vaccinal re- 
ceptivity. This is what I term vaccinisation. Thus 
every child brought back at the end of eight days should 
be re-vaccinated on the spot, even with its own vaccine, 
if it be in proper condition, If this second vaccination 
answer well, a third should be performed, and so on, till 
the patient be completely vaccinized. 

I have a decided conviction that, if this practice were 
followed, if all children were vaccinized, the immunity 
from small-pox would be much greater than at the pre- 
sent time ; and it is, perhaps, from my having constant- 
ractice, that my successes have been so 


| constant, and the result of my vaccinations so thorough- 


soothes the | 


| be 


ly satisfactory. 


GULF-WEED IN OBESITY.—According to Dr. M. Milton 
(Maryland Med. Journ., Nov. 15), the powdered extract 
of gulf-weed is a sovereign remedy for corpulence, far 
surpassing (in conjunction with a proper diet) all the 
anti-fats that he has tried or heard of. It is not to be 
confounded with the fucus vesiculosus of sea-weed, 
ing an entirely distinct plant. 
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SPONGE-GRAFTING.—Attention is called in the Hdinb. 
Med. Journal for November, 1881, by Dr. D. H. Hamil- 
ton, pathologist tothe Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, to the 
subject of promoting the cicatrization of large ulcers and 
surgical wounds, by accurately fitting a piece of sponge 
into the deficiency, which like a layer of fibrinous — 
or a clot of blood, forms a passive porous agent for the 
building up of a mass of cicatricial tissue. In the first 
experiment, despite the fact that the wound was in a 
putrescent condition, at the expiration of five months 
from the commencement, the sponge had entirely disap- 
peared, and there was merely a superficial, healthy, 
granulating surface, an inch and a half in diameter. 

In the remaining experiments the process of healing 
was équally slow, and this seems to be the only objection 
that can be urged inst the general adoption of the 
method. On the other hand, it possesses the great 
advantage of furnishing a non-contractile cicatrix, so 
that it may be resorted to for the healing of large defi- 
ciencies in which a soft and pliant new tissue is deemed | 
desirable. 

The condition essential to the successful performance 
of sponge-grafting may be summarized as follows : 

First, the sponge should be very fine and porous, and 
be decalcified by immersion in dilute nitro-hydrochloric 
acid, the excess of the acid being ay removed 
by washing in solution of potassa, and then be rendered 
antiseptic by steeping it in a five-per-cent. solution of 
carbolic acid. 

Secondly, the antiseptic sponge should be made to fit 
the wound very accurately, and should rise a little higher 
than the surface of the skin. It should be kept aseptic 
ernest the treatment, or at any rate until it is entire- 
ly replaced by a healthy granulating tissue, by a piece of 
protective, and a one-to-twenty solution of carbolic acid 
and glycerin. 

Thirdly, the wound itself, at the outset, should be in | 
a healthy condition, although the presence of a certain | 
amount of foul slough is not a bar to success, as we have | 
seen in the abstract of the first experiment.— Med. News. | 


MiLK DIET IN PUERPERAL ALBUMINURIA,—In 1875, 
Tarnier, of Paris, called attention to the efficacy of the | 
milk diet in puerperal albuminuria, and, although his 
experience has not been verified or tested by many of 
our profession, it deserves to be remembered by you. 
The following is a synopsis of Tarnier’s method as 
copied from Le Progrés Médical for December 11, 1875: 
The advantage obtained from the milk diet in Bright’s 
disease first suggested to him that it might also be use- 
ful in puerperal albuminuria; and for some years he has 
employed it at the Maternité in the case of every preg- 
nant women whose urine contained albumen, excepting 
in one case, which was that of an old subject of Bright's 
disease, The results obtained have always been satis- 
factory, for in each case the albumen has either rapidly 
diminished or disappeared before labor. His plan is to 
give one litre, which is one pint and three-quarters, 
with two portions of food on the first day; two litres 
and one portion of food on the second day; three litres 
and one-half a portion of food on the third day ; and on 
the fourth and succeeding days, four litres without any 
other food or drink. In the worst cases, especially if 
there are signs of eclampsia, the patient is at once 
placed upon three or four litres of milk per day. The 
effect of this regimen is soon apparent, for ina week or 
a fortnight after it has been commenced there is a very 
noticeable diminution, or a disappearance of the album 
inuria. My own experience confirms the remark- 
able value of this regimen in the disease under consider 
ation. Indeed, if I were left to choose between the 
milk diet and our medicines in the management of al 
buminuria in pregnancy, and was limited to either as a 
curative resource, I would depend upon the diet recom 
mended by Tarnier rather than upon our remedies, if 
they must be given with the old regimen.—Prof. 
Ludlam in Chie. Clinique, Nov. 12. 
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Post-PARTUM HAMORRHAGE.—An article on this 
subject, by Dr... W. Westover, in’ St. Lovie (in. 
Review, Dec. 15, 1881, concludes with the following 
synopsis: Preventive treatment—1. Carefully attend 
to details, and strictly follow obstetric regulations in al! 
cases of labor. 2. If hemorrhage is expected, follow 
the fundus firmly with the hand. 3. Express the 
ylacenta, aud maintain a firm grasp upon the fundus 

reatment of hemorrhage—1. External manipulation 
of uterus, and firm pressure, 2. Simultaneously give a 
full dose of ergot. 38. Introduce the hand within the 
vagina, and if need be, into the uterus; clear away 
clots, etc 4. Thorough intra-uterine injection of hot 
water. 5. Inhalation of amyl nitrite 6. Intra-uterine 
use of iron solution. 7.) Compression of abdominal 
aorta. After treatment—1. If hemorrhage has been 
severe, stimulants, dry heat to the head, kept low, 
quiet. 2. Remedies to counteract effects of anewmia 
3. Nourishing, easily digestible diet. 


Sweet Or IN THE TREATMENT OF BILJARY CAL 
CULI.—Two severe cases of gall-stone colic successfully 
treated are detailed by Dr. A. K. Crawford in the 
Clinique, Dec. 15, 1881. The points common to both 
these cases, and worthy of note, are: Mrat—The 
necessity of giving temporary relief was imperative, 
not only as a humane act, but also that the organism 
might be made tolerant of the subsequent treatment. 
Second—TY hat in the more severe attacks, nothing short 
of an anesthetic, or a narcotic would effect this. Zhird 
—That the first absolutely permanent relief followed 
the free administration of sweet oil, which simply cor 
roborates what has been claimed for this agent before 
Fourth—The restriction of the diet during convalescence 
to the most readily absorbed fluid foods ; and, /¥fti— 
For prophylaxis the continuation of China, or the Chlor 
ate of soda, for some time after the disappearance of al! 
morbid symptoms. 


ELONGATION OF THE LINGUAL NERVE.—M. Ledentu 
(Le Prog. Méd.) stretched this nerve in a case of tic 
douleureux of the face, an epileptiform neuralgia, which 
had been present for five years. Knowing the accidents 


| which sometimes follow elongation of the cranial nerves, 


M. L. uncovered the nerve in the floor of the mouth, and 
raised it 12 mm., after which it was dropped into the 
wound, and assumed an S shape. The relief was imme 
diate, and for thirteen days the patient had been free 
from the pains. The nerve appeared to have its norma! 
form and appearance. 

M. Anger had operated where the nerve was red and 
inflamed. 

M. Polaillon had performed an analogous operation 
three months before, and the cure was still permanent. 

M. Tillaux had seen purulent dissolution of the eye in 
a case where he had made a resection of the superior 
maxilla. He attributed the accident to a section of the 
superior maxillary nerve. The patient is otherwise 
in good health, now four years since the operation. 
(T. M. 8.) 


ELEcTRICITY A SUBSTITUTE FOR THE HyYPoDERMI( 
INJECTION OF MorPHIA.—Dr, A. E. Gilbert, of Louis 
ville, states (Amer. Hom., Aug., 1881), that his experi 
ence in practice has proved that electricity is not only a 
substitute for the hypodermic injection of Morphia, but 
an antidote to its effects. His success in the tieatment 
by this agent of patients who previously could obtain re- 
lief only by repeated injections of the narcotic, he des 
cribes as ‘‘truly wonderful.” He relates several cases 
in which electro-magnetism was applied, ‘‘and the 
Morphine discontinued and no more used ; pain was re 
leieved, sleep produced, and no return of the same 
pain.” ‘I have never failed,” he says, ‘‘in any case, 
and shall ever use electricity or electro-magnetism as 4 
substitute for hypodermic injection of Morphia or 


' Morphine in any form.” 
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“ A regular medical education furnishes the only presumptive 
evidence of professional abilities and irements, and OUGHT 
to be the ONLY ACKNOWLEDGED RIGHT Of an individual to the exer- 
cise and honors of his profession.’’—Code of Medical Ethics, Amer. 
Med. Ass,, Art. iy., Sec. 1. 


THE INSTITUTE MEETING. 

Another meeting of the American Institute of Homee- 
opathy—its thirty-ninth anniversary—is of the past, and 
we have the pleasure of presenting our readers with a 
reasonably full report of its doings. The annual ad 


dress of President Breyfogle, which we print nearly in 
full, is replete with facts ; its many suggestions are most 


practical, timely, and, if adopted and worked out by the | 


Institute, will prove of immense service to the profes- 
sion at large, by placing ‘‘our school” upon a much 
firmer foundation, and one which will command the re- 
spect of the scientist. ‘‘Our path of duty” is well 
pointed out, and should it be followed, the result to the 
two leading schools of medicine, as well as to the suffer- 
ing humanity, will be most beneficial, and neither of the 


parties to this controversy can have fear, so long as they | 


are honest, and abide strictly by truth and by facts as 
they may be developed. The influence of harmony in 
the medical profession, as referred to by the President, 
may be made of vast importance! There is too much 
tendency with medical men to insist upon non-essentials 
to be governed by medical policy, and these are largely 
responsible for our present separation into sects, The 
cause for this does not altogether lie on either side, for 
blame attaches to both. 

How much better it would be for the world, if wecould 
have a united profession, one in which all regularly edu- 
cated practitioners could work side by side, each striving 
to exeeed the other in his efforts to advance that cause 
which every true scientist has deeply at heart ! 

The question naturally arises, ‘‘How is this to be 
brought about ?” and in reply we would suggest that the 
only proper coarse to approach this end is through a 
conference of the members of the various schools, each 
member of which, agreeing to leave non-essentials and 
prejudice behind, insist only upon the adoption of prin- 
ciples which can be unmistakably demonstrated by facts! 
To commence with, let the opposing parties change po- 
sitions with each other, and through a statement of 
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beliefs thus obtained, ascertain what each considers the 
important points of the other's beliefs. In this way we 
are certain that much misunderstanding of each other's 
views will be found to exist, and can easily then be 
cleared away. 

Then let us approach the formation of a declaration of 
principles broad enough to support any true scientist, 
and we will have accomplished the desired end ! 

The subject can only be touched by such as can leave 
self behind, and no others need attempt it! 

The President wisely suggests more care in the selec 
tion of our utterances, and warns the Publication (‘om- 
mittee as to the character of the material it allows to be 
printed. 

The organization of a Bureau of Education was a step 
in the right direction, and it should accomplish much, 
This Bureau should take up the question which has been 
discussed in these columns, and commended in this ad 
dress, respecting a consolidation of the medical schools, 
with a view only to higher attainment in their teaching 
qualities and in the adoption of a lengthened term of 
study. There is already too great a ratio of physicians 
tothe per capita population, and the best way to reduce 
this is by making the entrance to the profession more 
difficult. This plan would also bring a better class of 
more highly educated practitioners. 

The suggestion that the Institute revise and condense 
our pathogenesy, is excellent, and none better to com 
mence the task than the eminent chairman, Dr, J. P, 
Dake, and the colleagues of his Bureau of Materia 
Medica. Dr. 8. A. Jones has said truly that a condensed 
materia medica is yet to be written. Of synopsis, we 
have enough, but a careful condensation of our drug 
provings, is one of the greatest of needs. 

The profession owe President Breyfogle, Prof, J. Ed 
wards Smith and others, a hearty vote of thanks for 
their efforts, which resulted in a separate bureau of 
pharmacology. 

The results which have just culminated began with 
Dr. C. Wesselheeft’s investigations of carbo veg. several 
years since, and we specially commend for study that 
portion of the address which gives the results of exam 
inations of certain triturations of gold, and we heartily 
concur in the opinion ‘‘ that every physician not actuated 
by prejudice or ‘a desire to trade upon an issue worn 
threadbare, will cordially welcome the result.” 

President Breyfogle’s admirably practical address 
closes with a plea for a standard or limit for drug atten 
uation, and we shall look with much solicitation to the 
various committees to see that all the eminently wise 
suggestions are carried out to the very letter. 

No session of the Institate has ever in our experience 
accomplished so much practical work, providing of 
course that the details are continued by those whose duty 
it is to look after their development. 

The Indianapolis Journal, which published daily a full 
report of the meeting, says editorially that the personnel 
of the Institute is excellent, and pronounced President 
Breyfogle a good presiding officer. On the whole, the 
session is said to have been a perfect success, with a full 
attendance. 
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THE PROFESSION AT THE BAR. 

In looking over the old library of a deceased physician, 
a curious pamphlet was exhumed, giving the secret his- 
tory of one or more of the cliquesand sects of self- 
styled medical reformers. The pamphlet consists of a 
sarcastic letter addressed to the late Dr, Alexander H. 
Stevens by Dr. Bacon, at that time a man of marked 
note, a brother of Rev. Dr. Leonard Bacon, of the Cen- 
tral Church, New Haven, followed by a report of a com- 
mittee appointed by the County Medical Society of New 
York, in relation to the modus faciendi of aselect few of 
the members of the society who had combined clandes- 
tinely, at that time, to form a secret organization under 
the name of the Kappa Lambda Society, for the purpose 
of promoting their own personal and professional inter- 
ests and to ostracize and aggressively put down all others 
not in affiliation or accord with their views, irrespec- 
tive of the merit and professional standing of those who 
were not among the favored few of the secret combina- 
tion. 

It is reported that the origin of this secret society had 
for its objective point the formation of a club whose 
united power could be used for the personal advance- 
ment of the members and their schemes, and also coun 
teract the rising fame and success of afew of the notabil 
ities who were at that time rising rapidly into public 
notice and fame. Among those we may mention as 
likely to outlive the club, whose influence wag ubed to 
crush them, the names of Dr. Valentine Mott and Dr. 
David Hosack, who by their splendid genius and mag- 
nificent works had so far excited the ire of the mediocrity 
of the profession, that some combination was deemed 
necessary by these groveling minds to crush them and 
retain their own power. 

**Can it be pretended,” says Pr. Bacon, in the letter to 
which we have referred, ‘‘ that a man may properly 
and rightfully do in secret combination with others, 
what is acknowledged and condemned as morally wrong 
if done or attempted by one alone and unaided? This 
secret association is not a thing of to-day or of yester- 
day merely, although at this moment active in the ma- 
lignant mischief which was the first purpose of its 
existence. I quote from a very respectable authority 
when I say ‘Its name is miching mallecho, and it means mis- 
chief.’ More than a generation has passed since its forma- 
tion. 





The legally constituted body of the regular physi- | 


cians in this city, and the only organization authorized | 


to speak for them in 1831, investigated and published the 


details of this permanent plot, and I will say this organ- | 


ized system of fraternal slander and detraction. When 
I tell the world that this combination has been working 
for more than forty years, and is still with unending 
and undiminished for ceoperating to depreciate the merit 
and impair the professional business and income of Val. 
entine Mott, John W. Francis, and some of the most 
worthy and eminent of their compeers, as it did against 
David Hosack, Wright Post and Samuel 8. Mitchel! 
during their life time, they will naturally wish to see the 


the report of the committee in the archives of the society 
which appointed it.” 

It is to be feared that this combination has had an 
hereditary transmission through the generations which 
have followed its first formation, and that much of the 
professional bitterness and antagonism which have been 
regnant in the city during the past few decades have 
been prolonged and stimulated by the nefarious and ag 
gressive practice of a certain class of practitioners, who, 
while wearing the livery of reformers, were dealing de- 
struction and bad feeling among an innocent but deluded 
class of their followers. 

This, as a part of the history of the profession in the 
city of New York, we deem important to make public, 
partly because it is a record of times past having an im 
portant bearing upon the present, and partly for the ben 
efit of the rising and meritorious members of the pro- 
fession who would instinctively recoil from the 
trammels of a disingenuous system of professional 
machinery when made cognizant of its operation and in- 
tent. The report to which Dr. Bacon refers in his letter, 
says that nearly all of the professional offices in the city 
leading to practice and conferring reputation are monop- 
olized by the secret association, some physicians and 
surgeons holding several appointments to the exclusion 
of those equally if not more deserving, who were outside 
the charmed ring. 

That such a system is now in operation is made mani 
fest by the aggressive possession of most of the medical 
offices embraced in the different charitable institutions 
of the city, many of them held by the same persons in 
a multiplied manner with characteristic greediness and 
exclusiveness, Woe be to the man, however distin 
guished his position, who excites the ire of the ‘‘ regu 
lar’ rulers of the profession and the dispensers of pub- 
lic favors. The lash will fall sooner or later, and the 
man must be strong indeed who does not wince under the 
infliction. Whatcan one man do against an organized 
band who know neither honor nor truth in accomplish 
ing its purposes ? 

The danger of secret combination has often been illus- 
trated by the injury and sometimes destruction of 
eminent men who were struck by blows forged in secret 
by envy and malice. It is well known that Prof. Gross 
was obliged to leave the city by the secret combination 
of professional assassins, who feared in his genius and 
honesty danger to themselves. Prof. H. Dixon could find 
no home here, and was obliged to speedily leave for the 
same cause. Still nearer our own time, so near that it 
seems but as yesterday, one of the most brilliant men in 
his specialty this city has ever seen, Dr. A. K. Gardner, 


| was hounded to his death, dying literally of a broken 


proof and the illustration of this assertion and the au- | 


thority for it, 


heart. Being a specialist, his practice was made up 
mostly of consultations and cases sent to him by his pro- 
fessional brethren. All at once he found himself des 
erted by old friends, his practice swept away, and his 
income mostly destroyed ; and these dastardly blows, 
which crushed a noble man in the very prime of a 
brilliant life, were struck by men who were not fit to 
loosen the latchet of his shoes. The alleged cause for 


They will be found, if not removed, in| the attack and trial before the medical society of which 





he was a member—listen, oh members of a learned pro- 
fession in the closing years of the nineteenth century !— 
was that he had attended the wife of a professional 
friend, a homceopath, without charge ; but back of all 
this was the malice of contemptible minds inspired by 
envy and revenge. Is it a wonder that honest men 
should revolt at such petty acts and seek to remove 
from their code of ethics that power which has been so 
potent in the hands of little minds to produce mischief 
and bring a learned profession into contempt? Another 
man, now prominent in our midst, a Goliah in his speci- 
ality, standing head and shoulders above them all, Dr. 
J M. Carnochan, one of the few surviving pupils of the 
great Mott, was selected for the sacrifice, but his high 
social position, his learning, the esteem in which he was 
held abroad, and the spirit of old Israel Putnam, 
whose blood flows in his veins, enabled him to stem 
the torrent and retain his hold on the public. 
He has done for American surgery more than any other 
man living ; he has performed more original operations 
than any other surgeon in this country, and yet this 
man has been obliged to struggle against the secret and 
open attacks of combined foes, his only faults being that 
high sense of honor and estimation of the dignity of his 
profession, which looked upon the needs of suffering 
humanity rather than upon the overweening dictates of 
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personal pride. 

Notwithstanding the honorable stand taken by the old 
school State Medical Society at its recent meeting, show. | 
ing that the leading men in this State were becoming | 
heartily ashamed of the exclusiveness and sectarianism | 
of their school and were willing to take a new depar- 
ture, the recent action of the National Medical Associa- | 
tion at St. Paul, in refusing to admit its delegates, | 
shows that the old contracted and sectarian spirit stil] | 
rules in the national councils. In the light of past | 
history, we can see in the exclusion of medical dele- | 
gates from the city of New York from that body, that | 
the old curses, like chickens, are coming back to roost, | 
and that the poisoned chalice is returning to the per- | 
turbed and unclean fountain from which it was first fed. | 

Time is bringing its revenges, as its pendulum sweeps 
backward and forward; and as Puritan Massa-| 
chusetts, who hung the witches and was the most | 
orthodox of the orthodox in the eighteenth century, in 
the nineteenth century is now so heretical as to be read 
out of the orthodox fold—so the bigotry and clannishness 
of New York in the past finds a spirit in the present | 
springing from its own vileness and bigotry, which will | 
tear and crush the children of its own begetting. Such 
are the mutations of time ; such the warnings of his- 
tory. 

Outside of the seething cauldron of old school medi- 
cal ethics, the new school watches coolly, and with 
unconcern, the eradication of old errors, and the evolu- 
tion of those principles of professional courtesy which 
have always formed a part of its own professional life. 
The very bitterness and intolerance of the old school 
in times past, and the strong sectarian walls within 
which it has inclosed itself, may, after all, have been 
productive of good; for the new school, thrown almost 


nature as to be anomalous. 
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entirely upon its own resources, has been stimulated to 
a constant review and earnest development of its prin- 
ciples, pushing its inquiries along those lines of inves 
tigation proved by ample experience to be correct, and 
winnowing with the utmost care the chaff which more 
or less surrounds every kernel of truth. Not only this, 
but having brought old theories to the touchstone of 
the most careful inquiry, it has been in a better position 
to avail itself of the wonderful discoveries in chem 
istry and physiology, as being more directly in the line 
of its investigation ; and as a necessary result there 
has been an outgrowth of specialists in every depart- 
ment of medical and surgical science, unsectarian and 
more practical than those of the old school. The great 
medical profession can live without these factious 
spirits who fulminate their edicts from St. Paul, but 
they must be blind indeed if they cannot see in the 
electric light of public opinion, that every step they 
take in the present direction only sinks them deeper 
and deeper in the mire of public contempt. 

The first question asked by Napoleon when a name 
was presented to him for an important trust was, 
** What has he done?” If we ask this question of the 
men who are strutting before the world as the guar 
dians of the honor of a great profession, who are doing 
their utmost to check the wheels of progress and 
keep alive the unmanly spirit of bitterness, malice and 
detraction, which has been so potent for evil in the 
past, the answer comes back, ‘‘ Nuthing for the advance- 
ment of science.” True, they have written articles and 
compiled books, but search through them from begin- 
ning to end, and where will you find one original 
thought, one idea, which has helped by a hair's breadth 
to elevate medicine to the dignity of ascience? They 
are compilers, not authors ; borrowers of other men’s 
ideas, which, with brazen effrontery, they dress up in 
their own language, and parade to the world as their 
own. The real workers in the profession—those who 
have originated ideas and whose works will live in the 
future—have yielded only a passive obedience to the 
iron rules which they scorned, but which they felt 
they were not strong enough to break, and now 
hail, in the spirit of true manhood, the dawning of 
that brighter day when a profession ennobled by its 
work shall be known to the world not as merchants 
trafficking for gain, struggling for power and place, 
but as workers in the great cause of suffering 
humanity, letting their acts speak for themselves, 


” 


AN ANOMALY IN MEDIOAL EDUCATION. 


Among the manifold deficiencies in the education of 
physicians, there is one defect which seems to have 
escaped the average sense, and this is of so glaring a 
We allude to the prevail 
ing ignorance of the profession of diseases of the brain 
and nervous system. We are informed by superintend 
ents of asylums for the insane, that the majority of 
commitment papers, on which those alleged to be insane 
are sent to an insane asylum, are so deficient in form and 
show so great a degree of ignorance of the characteristic 
symptoms of the disease with which their patient is 
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afflicted, or is supposed to be afflicted, as to be inadequate 
for the purpose, if the superintendents were disposed to 
be critical. At the same time, be it observed, the physi- 
cians who fill out these commitment papers are those 
who are supposed to possess exceptional knowledge on 
the subject of brain disorders, and whose qualifications 
as an examiner in lunacy have been daly attested by a 
judge of a Court of Record. One can easily imagine the 
depth of ignorance on this, the most important branch 
of medicine, on the part of the average physician, when 
semi-experts are found so lamentably deficient in it. 

We by no means exaggerate the ignorance of the pro- 
fession on the subject of mental disease, nor do we refer 
to it with uncharitableness, or in a captious, fault-finding 
spirit. Not long since we were present, in a neighbor 
ing city, at a conference of physicians, every one of 
whom had beer invited with especial reference to his 
good professional standing and 
which nearly every physician present frankly confessed 


his complete ignorance of insanity and its allied diseases ! | 
We were slow to take in the full significance of this | 


general apathy on the part of the general practitioner 
toward a subject so closely identified with his calling as 
insanity ; but it did finally develop in our mental hori- 
zon into a phenomenon of startling proportions. What 
would we say of a goldsmith who, familiar with the 
delicate mechanism of a watch and consulted daily by 
ignorant, trusting, credulous people in regard to the con- 
dition of their dirty, rasty, broken, worn-out, and other- 
wise deranged time-pieces, should declare to his brethren 


in the business that he knew nothing of the main-spring | 
of a watch? Would we regard him as qualified properly | 


to fulfill the delicate duties of his calling? Probably 
not. But the position he sustains in relation to his call- 
ing is precisely similar to the attitude of the average 
physician toward the ignorant, diseased and infirm 
dupes who daily seek his services to repair their dis- 
ordered and worn-out brains and bodies. 

Now, whether we can say with the learned Grotius 
that ‘‘the care of the mind is the 
*or are able to endorse Maudsley’s declaration 


noblest branch of 
medicine,’ 
‘‘that mind is the last, the highest, the consummate 
evolution of nature’s development,” or not, the physician 
soon learns that the human mind is the principal part 
of the human body, and is chief among the forces with 
which he has todeal. In the broader and more com- 
prehensive view, mind is man himself, ‘‘ the consum. 
mate evolution of nature’s development.” Its relation 
to the human body is similar to that of a main-spring to 
a watch :—it is its main-spring, and more. 
searches in physiology and its allied sciences, especially 
biology, all point to the conclusion that all the opera- 
tions of the animal economy are carried on and are under 
the immediate control of the mind, as represented by the 
brain and spinal cord. No part of the human body can 
be diseased without abnormally affecting the mind, more 
or less. Nor can the body imbibe any infection by 
which its functions are disordered, without at the same 
time disordering the functions of the nervous system— 
the mind. Moreover, it is likewise true that disorders 
of the brain and nervous system—the mind—cause disease 


Modern re- 


intelligence, during | 
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of the body, disordering the lower bodily functions ; 
so that a person whose mind is deranged, who is insane, 
so-called, is deranged in every part, asthe late Griexen 
ger soably pointed out. He has not only lost the power 
to think and feel normally, through perversion of’ the 
functions of the brain and lower nerve-centres, bat he 
has lost the power to carry forward the functions of his 
body, the power to digest and assimilate his food, 
secrete bile and urea of normal quality, and propetly to 
discharge the débris of the system, as all allenists 
know. 

We cannot enlarge in this place upon this subject 
Enough has been said to call attention to a grave defect 
in our college curriculum, and to show the propriety, 
yea, necessity, if the dignity of the profession is to In 
sustained, of improving it. Greater proficiency in the 
study of physiology, pathology and therapeutics of the 
nerve system and its derangements should be required 
of the medical graduate. To this end, every medical 
college should have a chair of Psychological Medicine, 
and the degree of the Doctor of Medicine be made con 
tingent upon proficiency in this branch of medicine. 
| We insist that a knowledge of this branch of medicine is 
| entitled to the highest consideration by physicians, thut 
| a knowledge of the other departments of medicine is 
| preliminary and subsidiary in the medical curriculum. 
| In brief, that the study of the physiology and pathology 
| of the mind is as indispensable to the physician as that 
| of the anatomy and histology is to the surgeon. We 
would be glad to see the method of medical studies 
revolutionized. Instead of beginning with the parts 
and ascending to the whole, we would begin with the 
whole and descend to the parts, for it is evident that 
| there is no way of reaching the psychical through the 
| physical without, at least, making one of those illogical 
| strides which does not become a man of science. Be 
| ginning with bones and sinews, blood-vessels and 
| nerve-centres, he ends with humors, osteo-sarcomas, 


and neuroses. : 
COMMISSIONERS OF EMIGRATION. 


Gov. Cornell has shown his: sagacity and consideration 
| for the public by withholding his assent to the Legisla 
| 
| tive appropriation of two hundred thousand dollars to 


| be placed in the hands of the present Commissioners of 
The commissioners, by their conduct and 


| Emigration. 


|management of the. trusts delegated to them, have 
shown their inefficiency in the disorganized condition of 


| the institutions entrusted to their care. The manage 
ment of Castle Garden, instead of being conducted for 
| the benefit and comfort of the emigrant, has been turned 
| over to a class of political sharpers, even worse than the 
| olden time dreaded emigrant runners. As for the medi 
| cal institutions at Ward's Island, the midwifery depart 
| ment, the surgical service, and the extensive class of 
| medical diseases are put under the charge and at the 
| mercy of a graduate of medicine, but two or three years 
| out of the school, and one or two subordinate assistants 
|of the same grade. This condition of things could not 
| last. The Governor has shown a very just and discrim- 
| inating disapprobation of the course pursued, as well as 
a desire to protect the tax-paying citizens by withholding 
his approval of the bill. 


| 
| 
| 
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JOHN FRANKLIN GRAY, M.D., LL.D. 


JoHN FRANKLIN Gray, M.D., LL.D., died at his resi- 
dence in this city, June 9, in the 78th year of his age. 
Dr. Gray was born in Sherburne, Chenango Co., New 
York, in 1804, In 1824, after having spent some two or 
three years in teaching and studying the rudiments of 
his profession, he went to New York to complete his 
studies in the college of Physicians and Surgeons. 
Through letters from Gov. De Witt Clinton, he was so 


fortunate as to be received into the private offices of Drs. | 


Francis and Hosack, then professors in the college, and 
ranking at the head of the profession in the State. 


Through Gov, Clinton, during his first course of lectures, | 


he received the tender of an appointment as assistant sur 
geon in the navy. To qualify himself legally for its ac- 
ceptance, he ed an examanination for licentiate in 
medicine before the censors of the County Medical 
Society of New York. He, however, by the advice of his 
preceptor, Dr, Hosack, declined the appointment. At 
this timea vacancy occurred in the staff of the New York 
Hospital, which made it necessary to hire a physician from 
the city to fill the post of resident physician. iN 
influence of Dr. Hosack, aided by letters from Gov. 
Clinton, Dr. Gray, after an examination by the trustees, 
was appointed to the position. At the close of his hos- 
pital term in 1826, he received the degree of Doctor from 
the University of the State. This was his second di- 
ploma and his third examination. 
practice, backed by strong professional and social in- 
tiuence, he was more than ordinarily successful in obtain 
ing a good hold in the profession. In 1827 he became 
acquainted with Dr. Gram, the pioneer of homceopathy 
in this country, At first, startled by cures of his own 
patients, which had baffled his skill, and which he 
had placed under the care of Dr. Gram, to test his 
claims for homeeopathy, and then fascinated by the logic 
of the new philosophy, as he became more and more 
acquainted with its principles, he was led on step by 
step until in 1828, he made it the major rule in his 
practice, The rapid growth and success of his practice, 
covering a long life, was almost unequalled in the city. 
The remarkable clearness of diagnosis in the young 
apostle of the new faith, and the wonderful knowledge 
and skill displayed in the adaptation of remedies to meet 
the exigencies of almost every case’ brought under his 
notice, soon brought to his office an immense clientage 
from among the aristocracy of wealth and intellect. Dr. 
(iray was a close and careful student throughout his 
entire life. Deprived in his early life of the benefits of a 
liberal education, he amply made up for the deficiency 
later on, every spare moment he could obtain being 
given to study. He familiarized himself with the Latin, 
French, and German languages; and kept fally up with 
the progress of the age, in the tremendous strides made 
in the various departments of his own profession, and in 
the natural sciences. 

It was fortunate for the new faith that its introduc- 
tion into this country should have secured among its 


first professional adherents men of the culture and | 


marked ability of those who rallied around thestandard 
in its early days. Shortly after Dr. Gray planted him- 
self firmly on the principles of similia, he was joined by 
Dr, A, D, Wilson, a physician of ripe scholarship, already 
in large practice ; Dr. A. Gerald Hull, a man of the 
most courtly and winning manner, endearing himself to 
every one with whom he was brought in contact ; Dr. 
Channing, whose clear, polished intellect and good | 
judgment in his profession, rendered him a valuable aid 
in the new field, and many other bright, active, noble | 
men, who one after the other joined the ranks of home- 
opathy, winning respect by their eminent talents, and 
the great success which followed their work. Of all 
this band of early workers, Dr. Gray was the last to' 
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pore to his reward. 


hrough the | 


Entering now upon | 
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He had seen the faith of which 
2e was the iirst convert in this country, widen in its in 
fluence until after fifty-four years of work in its ranks, 


|} it numbered over six thousand physicians, with hos- 
pitals, asylums, and colleges, scattered all over the 


land, and a clientage having more than its proportion of 
the wealth, the intellect, and culture of the country. 

It is to be regretted that Dr. Gray left no monument 
of his rich experience and great power of observation in 
published writings. The results of his rare powers of 
observation and life-long experience dies with him 
He was never inclined to use an influence among his 
wealthy friends, second to no physician in the city, to 
establish charitable or educational institutions, and we 
can now point to hardly an institution indebted to his 
interest and influence for organization and support. As 
we look back over a long life of brilliant work in which 
he honored himself and the school of progress, we re 
gret that the curtain of death falls, leaving no monu 
ment in institutions for the poor and literature for 
posterity, of the pioneer of that noble faith which is 
changing the practice of the entire medica] profession 
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THE EXPERIMENTAL METHOD IN MEDICAL SCIENCE: 
Second Course of Cartwright Lectures of the Alumni 
Association College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
New York. By John C. Dalton, M.D. New York : 
G, P. Putnam Sons, 1882. 


Galvani 
9 


This little book contains three lectures : 1, 
and Galvanism in the Study of the Nervous System. 2. 
Buffer and Bonnet in the Fighteenth Century, 3. Ner 
vous Degeneration and the Theory of Sir Charles Bell 

The author closes his dissertation with some admira 
ble remarks upon the value of the experimental method 
in medical science. ‘‘ They possess a vitality,” he says, 
‘“‘which distinguish them in a marked degree from 
the ephemeral products of scientific hypothesis. When 
a hypothetical system has served its time it disappears 
and is replaced by a different one; but the knowledge 
derived from experiment remains serviceable long after 
its novelty has passed away. ‘The experimental obser 
vations of Galen on the recurrent laryngeal nerves ; 
and on the functions of the arteries as blood ves- 
sels are as conclusive now as when he first made them 
and retain at this day their full value. They have 
lasted for over seventeen centuries and have survived 
during that time all the fluctuating medical systems of 
solidism and fluidism, of animism, vitalism, Archesm 
and nitro-mechanism. The information they imparted 
was a reality, and is neither impaired nor destroyed by 
the lapse of time. But the benefits of an experimental 
discovery extend beyond its immediate limits. When a 
new fact has been established in anatomy and physiol- 
ogy it is impossible to say what bearing it will have on 
other facts not yet discovered ; and in the history of 
medicines there are many instances of curious observa- 
tions which remained imperfect and apparently barren 
until subsequent discoveries invested them with an un- 
expected importance. It is evident that Galen's detec 
tion of the arterial fluids current in the second century 
was a necessary preliminary to Harvey’s complete dis- 
covery to the circulation in the seventeenth; and the 
lymphatic vessels discovered in 1651 were thought to be 
the agent of a slow and insignificant absorption until 
Colin found two hundred years later that the daily 
quantity of blood passing through the thoracic duct was 
from four to ten per cent. of the entire bodily weight. It 
is almost certain that a genuine investigation, however 
isolated, will produce some time or other its legitimate 
fruit.” 

The plan of experimental inquiry, carrying out in 
therapeutics a line of investigation based upon positive 
facts, has been the great secret of success in the new 
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school. So faras it has clung to this line of ietventiain. | papers on the civil service question : one, ‘‘ The Things 
tion it has succeeded. The principles, thus established, which Remain,” by Gail Hamilton, who labors to re 
have never been overthrown, but the ephemeral pro-| lieve the civil service from the aspersions cast upon it 
ducts of scientific hypothesis have possessed no lasting | on accountof Guiteau’s crime ; the other “ The Business 
vitality. of Office-Seeking,” by Richard Grant White, who forci- 

| bly portrays the moral ills that come from the perennial 
PRACTICE FOR PARENTS AND | struggle for place. Finally, Francis Marion Crawford, 


DOMESTIC 
By Martin M. Eaton. M.D., | son of the eminent American sculptor, writes of ‘' False 


Illustrated, 


EaTon’s 
NURSES. 


Cincinnati, Ohio, author of *‘ Eaton on Diseases of | Taste in Art,” and indicates certain directions in which 
New York : | art culture might be developed under the conditions of 
life existing in the United States. 


Women,” ete., etc. Boericke & Tafel 


1882. Pp. 702, 8vo. 


It is evident from the title of this book, that it is with- | 
out our province of review, and we can only say that the | 
work is most exhaustive and elaborate, profusely illus- | 


trated, and only suited to such as desire to become pro- | 





CORRESPONDENCE. 





ficient as lay-prescribers, or who have already consider- 
able knowledge in this direction. The physical part of | 
the work is unexceptionable, as might be expected. 


Gross & DeELBRIDGE, of Chicago, announce ‘ The 
American Homeopathic Dispensatory” of 500 pp. oc 


Also *‘ A Treatise on Antiseptic Medication, or Déclat’s | 


Method,” by Dr. N. F. Cooke. This enterprising firm 
are making great progress as medical publishers, and 
deserve all the encouragement we can give them. 


The Century Magazine.—The July number opens with a 


frontispiece portrait of Emerson from the bust by Daniel | 


C. French, which is thought to be a most satisfactory re- 
presentation of the philosopher in his later vigor. Here 
is a paper on ‘‘ Emerson’s Personality” by Emma Laza- 
rus, with reminiscences, and an editorial treating of his 
character and influence,—and a close study of his poetry 
will be the next paper in the series of essays by Mr. E. 
C. Stedman. 

The illustrated papers include ‘‘ The Horse in Motion,” 
by Col. George E. Waring, Jr., fully illustrated, with 
forty-four cuts after Maybridge’s photographs of run- 
ning horses, the text being a popular review of Dr. Still- 
man's quarto volume on the subject. The conclusion of 
John Muir's ‘* Bee-Pastures of California.” An essay 
by John Burroughs on Thoreau. 

‘‘A Great Charity Reform,” by E. V. Smalley, 
sketches the remarkable work of the State Charities Aid 
Association of New York. ‘‘ A Colorado Cavern” of 
Luray-like qualities is briefly described by Ernest Inger- 
soll. 

The fiction is especially readable this month. 

in the ‘‘ Topics of the Time,” besides the editorial on 
Emerson, there are papers on “‘ Institutional Charity,” 
‘* A Successful Man's Failure,” ‘‘ American Art Students 
Abroad,” and ‘‘ Puritans and Witches.” Eleven pages 
are devoted to book-notices, which embrace a large 
variety of subjects. The Bric-a-Brac poetry is sprightly 
and light, and in Home and Society there is a valuable 
paper on House-Construction with Precautions inst 


Fire, accompanied by ten diagrams showing both safe | 


and dangerous methods of building. 


In the North American Review for July, the leading | 


article is a profound and sympathetic study of *‘ Emerson 
as a Poet,” by Edwin P. Whipple. The author has 
scarcely a word to say about forms and modes of expres- 
sion, and cheerfully concedes that Emerson had com- 
mand only of twoor three metres ; but he brings all the 
resources of his extraordinary critical acumen to prove 
that as a seer, as one who has intuition of the deeper 
truths of natare and the moral aniverse. in short as a 
poet in the highest sense of the word, Emerson must take 
rank with the greatest geniuses of all time. Désiré 
Charnay contributes the eleventh article in the series on 
** The Rainsof Central America,” and records the crown- 
ing triumph of his exploring expedition, namely, the dis- 
covery of a great ruined city in the hitherto unexplored 
country of the Lacandones, Guatemala. There ate two 


THE BEGINNING OF THE END. 


Messrs. Epirors:—The American Medical Association 

has lost the golden opportunity ; it has refused to put 
itself abreast with the progressive party in its midst, 
| and has thereby inaugurated the beginning of the end. 
This is very evident tothe best judges of the import of the 
situation, nemely, the lay press. The gentlemen of the 
| ** fourth estate” care nothing for the pathies—-are, indeed, 
| over-weary with hearing of their childish wranglings, and 
| they look at these movements of minorities in the light 
| of history and presage results thereby. I enclose a very 
significant clipping from the editorial columns of the 
Detroit Free Press of June 14. 

‘*The American Medical Association at St. Paul last 
week refused to admit the delegates from New York to 
the convention because of the action of the New York 
Medical Society in giving permission to its members to 
consult with homeopathic physicians. This in effect 
separates the prominent physicians of New York City 
belonging to the regular school from the associated 
doctors in the rest of the country. The New York 
doctors, in all probability, stand too high and firm to be 
| much affected by this action; and the movement will 
probably end sometime in the failure of the associated 
doctors to discipline the profession, The same reason 
| which influenced the New York doctors—namely, the high 
| character, education, and skill of the homeopathic physi 
| clans in that city—will ultimately lead to the same re- 
| sults in other cities. Chicago and Philadelphia are likely 
to be the next to revolt, until the effort to hold the pro- 
| fession to this rule will be ridiculous and ineffectual. 
| This will be hastened by the absolute indifference of the 
public to the medical code of ethics, and by the natural 
sympathy elicited by anything which resembles bigotry 
| and persecution. The regular school justifies its attitude 
by affirming that its opposition to homeceopathy is based 
| upon its effort to put the practice of medicine on a scien- 
tific basis and hence to discourage any dogma like that on 

which homeopathy is founded’ like cures like’ On 

the other hand. it is admitted that if homeopathy has 
| done nothing else it has broken up the old school of med- 
icine which knew scarcely anything of treatment beyond 
| calomel and bleeding.” 

The italics are my own, for I feel that such a compli 
ment, from a lay journal, to the ‘‘ character and educa- 
tion” of the homeopathic physicians uf New York de- 
serves them at my hands. The compliment is also the 
more sincere in that the Free Press is by no means a par- 
tisan of homaeopathic medicine—indeed, some of the se 
verest strictures upon the homeopathic college at Ann 
Arbor have appeared in its colamns. This editorial 
may, then, be justly regarded as expressing an opinion 
based upon the actual merits of the situation. 

This editorial alsoconveys a significant hint to the hom 
@opathic physicians of Michigan, and they may rest as- 
sured that ‘‘ high character and edacation” at home will 
receive as warm an appreciation as is meted to them 
when they are found in sister and distant States. 


S. A. Jones. 
Ans Anson, Mich., May 14, 1882. 
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| 
and has found much more work to do than he could un- 


| dertake. 


I sincerely trust he may succeed in both his 


Messrs. Eprrors ;—We are suffering from a severe | aims—recruiting his health and prevailing on able and 


attack of ‘“‘germ-fever.” I mentioned to you ashort time | 


ago that there were premonitory symptoms, now we have 
the affection in its full-blown form. Koch, of Berlin, | 
es discovered the germ of tubercle, and has published 
his discovery to the world. It is not the first time that | 
discovery has been made, it is true, but Koch has not 
only discovered the malignant vegetable, but has isolated | 
him, stained him, studied him, and succeeded in raising | 
acrop of him by sowing tuberculous matter on a pre-| 
paration of bullock’s blood in test tubes. Hitherto in- | 
jectians of this cultivated bacillus have killed all | 
animals so treated, by inducing tuberculosis, so we are | 
not recommended to try the inocnlation on ourselves at | 
resent. We must first attenuate our germ a little more. 
However, the medical world is all agape with wonder at | 
Koch and his results, and the non-medical world has | 
been made to share in this wonder and expectation by a 
a letter of Professor Tyndall’s on the subject in the 
Times, and a sapient leader in the same journal on the | 
subject of the letter. But these writers are sanguine 
that thousands of human lives which are now sacrificed 
every year to the diseases produced by the bacilli may at 
no distant period be protected against these formidable 
enemies. Itis unkind of a writer in tlie Medical Times 
and Gazette to point out that ‘‘brain, pus, cheese, | 
putrid muscle, etc., when inoculated will produce mor- 
bid results in various organs, which cannot be distin- | 
guished from those produced by the inoculation of tuber- 
culous matter.” This writer thinks the diseases produced 
by Koch with his pet bacillus were rather pyemic than 
tuberculous. But it is not likely that the medical world 
will give up a grand idea for a small consideration 
of this kind. Tubercle, it is decided, is an infectious 
disease, and the proper means of preventing it can’t elude | 
us long. This is an idea worth clinging to. The fact 
that all doctors and nurses in consumptive hospitals 
don't take the disease can be accounted for on the theory 
of a special Providence. 
We have heard the last of ‘‘L. H.” for some time. 
At a recent meeting of supporters of the School of 


Homeopathy it was decided to let the question remain congestion of the brain. 


over for six months before proceeding further. There 
is a strong and growing feeling against the advisability 
of granting the degree, and it is believed that the enthu- 
siasm of its supporters will have cooled down before the 
meeting, to take place in October next; at any rate. 
there will be time for mature consideration on both sides. 
The London School of Homeopathy has done, and is 
doing, such good work that it would be a very great pity 
if any rashness on the part of a section of its supporters 
should alienate the rest, and in other ways damage the 
repatation and effectiveness of the school. 

At the same meeting Dr. Pope was appointed honorary 
Secretary of the school, in place of Dr. Bayes, resigned. 
Dr. Bayes had held the post for five years, and to him be- 
longs the chief share of the credit of founding and 
carrying on the school. On his retiring from the duties 
of honorary secretary he was unanimously appointed 
Vice-president, and received a warm and well-merited 
vote of thanks for his former services. 

The medical profession appears to be in great favor in 
America. I see you have between from 5,000 and 6,000 
graduates this spring. No doubt a fair proportion of 
these are eunnegntie ; would not a few of the enter- 
prising ones among them think of India for a field of 
operations? I had, three weeks ago, the pleasare of 
meeting a countryman of yours, Dr. Jelovitz, of Bom- | 
bay, who has been out in India 18 years, and has there 
done some noteworthy service to his kind and the cause of 
homeopathy. He is at present away for his first holiday, 
of which he is much in need, bat hopes, after visiting 
his native land, to retarn to the scene of his labors, and 
carry on the fight. He also wants very much to take 
recruits with him, as, so far, he hus been single handed, 


willing helpers to accompany him to the East. Home 
opaths are such a scarcity in this country that I greatly 
fear there is no chance of his finding any one in Britain 
to go with him. The virgin soil of America is much 
more favorable to their growth, so his chances there will 
be better. Yours fraternally, 


Joun H, CLARKE. 


15 St. George's Terrace, Gloucester Road, } 
Lonpon, 8. W., May 15. \ 


PROVING OF GRINDELIA SQuarrosa.—Dr, Bundy 
(Med. Helectic) contributes the following : 

“IT commenced at seven o'clock in the evening by tak- 
ing one teaspoonful of the tincture. In half an hour I 
took another, at which time | began to feel a terrible 
fullness in my head, This continued fifteen minutes, 
when L was taken with pain in my lefteyeand the right 
knee-joint, precisely like acute rheumatism. The pain 
in my knee did not last more than half an hour, and at 
this time I took the third teaspoonful. The pain in my 
eye became the most intense that can be imagined ; the 
pupil dilated largely ; it was two hours before the right 
eye became affected, but when itdid my misery was only 
doubled. At the time the right eye became affected, | 
was taken with an unbearable pain in the entire region 
of the liver and spleen, and so severe was it that I could 


| not lie still one moment, and the soreness in the region 


of the pain was like nothing to which I can compare it 
except that of acute rheumatism. With a towel tied tight 


jaround my head, and hot applications over liver and 


spleen, declaring that I had inflammation of the brain 
and of the liver and spleen, did I pass the most terrible 
night of my life. The pain of the eyes was in the eye- 


| balls, and ran directly back to the brain, and to turn or 


move them was torture. In fact, the pain produced by 
the drug, wherever it occurred, was that of rheumatism 
—pain with soreness. The conjunctiva was remarkably 
injected, and the eye presented the appearance noted in 
The pain in my eyes, together 
with the soreness, lasted three days. The action of the 
drug upon the nervous system is remarkable. When 
given in fall doses, it influences the optic nerve, and in a 
little time influences the par vagum, and seems to in 
terrupt respiration. The interruption of respiration was 
so great as to prevent sleep even if the pain had not 
prevented. The moment I would fall asleep the res 
piratory movement would cease, and it would not be re- 
sumed until awakened by the suffocation that resulted 
from the suspension of respiration.” 


TREATMENT OF INHERITED Sypuriis.—Dr. H. N. 
Read, in a paper read before the Medical Society of 
the County of Kings (Proceedings, Nov.) presents the 
results of 64 cases treated by him. Their summary 
shows a decided improvement in the death rate over 
cases reported five years before. This improvement is 
attributed first to the fact that the disease in the later 
cases was of a much milder type than in those formerly 
reported, and in the second place to the treatment adopt 
ed. This consisted entirely in the administration of 
minute doses of the bichloride of mercury. The good 
results of the remedy in syphilis, Dr. Read says, are 
wholly due to its specific action. He has abandoned 
the inunction plan, and all internal administration of any 
kind, except the biridoride, He gives a mixture con 
taining halfa grain of the drug in three ounces of water 
with a little syrup, and of this half a teaspoonful is taken 
every hour or two to begin with. When all traces of 
the disease have disappeared, the medicine is continued 
in the same dose (1-06 0f a grain) for a month or six 
weeks longer. 
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Tue American Institute of Homa@oparuy. 


Report of the 
THIRTY-FIFTH SESSION, 
HELD IN 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND., June 13TH To 177TH, 1882. 


The meeting was called to order by the President, Dr. | 


Wm. L. Breyfogle, and prayer was offered by Rev. E. 
A. Bradley. 

Dr. O. 8. RUNNELS, Chairman of the Local Committee, 
then introduced Hon, D, W. Grubbs, Mayor of the city, 
who welcomed the members in words most felicitous. 
Of the Code of Ethies he echoed the general feeling of 
laymen on the subject as follows : 


‘IT do not know whether this Institute has a code of 
ethics or pot. If it has I am sorry for it. The code 
never made a sick man well or set a broken limb. It 
never soothed a pain or brought rest to a disordered 
brain. But it has produced quarrels, discord and delay, 
and left men to suffer and die, when prompt action 
might have brought relief. Men whose profession it is 
to care for and preserve the lives of others have no right 
to discuss technicalities while their patients suffer and 
perish. The call of humanity is stronger and more 
sacred than any clause of any code, and that school 
which resolves to listen only to the call of duty will find 
the calls coming at all hours and from the best classes of 
people.” 

Dr. C. T, Coruiss, in behalf of the profession of In- 
diana, extended an eloquent and cordial welcome, in part 
as follows : 

“This is a proud day for the disciples of the illus- 
trious Hahnemann, in the metropolis of Indiana. It is 
an occasion that will long be remembered by those whom 
you have honored with your presence here to-day. It 
will give them fresh courage to stand and do battle for 
the right. This is a feast gotten up somewhat after the 
fashion of those where the guests furnish the viands, and 
all the ‘surprised’ host has to do is to furnish the 
tables whereon to spread the repast and then to sit down 
with the guests and assist them in disposing of it. We 
weleome you to-day, gray-haired veterans, as pioneers of 
this grand army of intellectual progress. We welcome 
you from the harvest fields of the rock-ribbed North ; 
from the everglades of the sunny South, and from the 
granite hills of New England, whose lofty summits re 
fect the first rays of the morning sun, and from the 
vine clad fields of the prairied West. We welcome you 
with your sheaves of ripened grain to this summer 
thrashing floor, And you who have come with fans in 
your hands to winnow the chaff from the wheat, we 
greet you with a most cordial welcome, and may you be 
eminently successful in separating truth from error as 
the refiner separates the gold from the dross. And you, 
young men and women, we welcome you to this feast of 
fat things, of wine on the lees, of wine on the lees well 
refined. Sit you at the feet of these gray-haired Gama- 
liels, and, like true disciples, learn from them lessons of 
wisdom which shall be to you, in after years, as a pillar 
of cloud by day and as a pillar of fire by night. To-day 
you celebrate the thirty-ninth anniversary and the 
thirty-fifth session of the American Institute of Hom«o- 
pathy. Thirty-nine years ago, and the stalwart form I 
see before me to-day, and whose giant tread is being felt 
throughout the American continent, was but a puny in- 
fant, still wrapped in its swaddling clothes, and in fancy 
I see Herods of that day seeking the young child's life. 
Prejudice, born of ignorance and blind intolerance, would 
fain have sealed the lips of Galileo forever. ‘ But the 
world does move, afterall.’ Hahnemann was proscribed 


by his own kinsmen ; aye, more, he was ostracized from ' 


the land of his nationality. But manfully he stood at 
the wheel of the noble craft which he had laanched, a)! 
alone, upon the turgid waters of the sea of German 

yhilosophy. Little at first, it has become mighty at last, 
Vike the mountain avalanche, born among the glacicrs 
of the Alps, this incontrovertable idea of the doctrine of 
similimum, con.eived in the brain of the immortal 
| Hahnemann has materialized and spread until it fills th 
enlightened portions of the civilized world as the waters 
| cover the bosom of the vasty deep. The labors of the 
| physician are arduous and often but poorly requited 
And it is but seldom that you hear of one who, after 
| having borne the heat and burden of the day, is voted a 
| vacation by his parishioners, and money put into his 
purse that he may visit some watering place at home, 
| or some famous cities on the continent, abroad. Throu,) 
| summer's heat and winter’s frost, like the faithful sen 
| tinel that he is, he will be found at his post of duty, 
ready to relieve the sick and the dying.” 

President BREYFOGLE responded in behalf of the Insti 
|tute in his usual happy strain, declared the session 
| ready for business and proceeded to deliver his annual 
| address (see other columns), which was enthusiastically 
| received and referred to Drs. H. W. Taylor, J. P. Dake 
jand L. H. Wiilard as a committee. 
| The following were appointed as the Auditing Com 
| mittee: Drs. D. H. Beck with, A. C, Cowperthwaite and 
| F, H. Orme. 
| The reports of the Committee on Publication, and of 
| the Executive Committee, were received and approved 
| The report of the Necrologist announced the follow 

ing as deceased during the year: Drs. John F. Gray, 
E. T. Richardson, 8. M. Gale, F. 8S. Scales, J. J. You 
lin, C. Preston, ‘Thos. Moore and Wm. Scherzer. 

The report of the Treasurer was presented, showing 

a deficit of $928.55 for the year, and was duly referred 


| 
| BUREAU OF ORGANIZATION, REGISTRATION AND STA 
TISTICS. 

Dr. I T. TaLBot, Chairman, presented reports from 
the various institutions in affiliation with the Institute 
The report showed that in the twenty-three general 
hospitals 9,820 patients had been treated during the 
year, and in the thirty-six dispensaries 100,000 had re- 
ceived treatment during this time. 

One medical college had been added to the list during 
the year. 

From the twelve medica] colleges, 420 students 

raduated during the year, making about 6,000 which 
me been graduated since the organization of the first 
homeopathic college. 

It was reported that there were now 7,000 physicians 
of our school in the United States. 

Dr. J. C. GUERNSEY reported the organization of a 
library and reading room in Philadelphia, in successful 
operation., with a membership of 130. 

The committee appointed last year to consider the 
expediency of purchasing the library of the late Dr 
Hering, reported favorably, and that it should be located 
in Philadelphia, and the matter was further referred to 
a committee consisting of Drs. H. W. Taylor, J. 5. 
Mitchell and R. N. Foster, which report was adopted 
as follows : 
| ‘* Whereas, It has been officially decided by the report 
|of the special committee, duly appointed by the Amer 
ican Institute of Homeeopathy, at its annual meeting 
held at Indianapolis, June 13, 1882, that the library of 
the late Dr. Hering, of Philadelphia, should be kept in- 
tact; (1). Toserve asa nucleus for a complete National 
Homeopathic Library ; and (2). For reference by the 
subscribers thereto, by proxy or in person, from all parts 
of the country ; and (3). For the use of the literary ex- 
ecutors of said Dr. Hering in the issuance of the volumes 
yet unpublished of the Guiding Symptoms; Therefore 

Resolved, That we, the undersigned hereby agree to 
pay, upon demand, the sum set opposite our names for 
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the purpose of purchasing the Medical and Paracelsian 
libraries of the said Dr. Hering ; all moneys so raised to | 
be anreservedly paid to Dr. Hering’s widow, for her per- 
sonal use, and we appoint as custodians of said libraries 
the Homeeopathic Library and Reading Room Associa- | 
tion of Philadelphia. 


The report of the Committee on Medical Literature | 
was presented by the Chairman of the bureau, Dr. P. 
Dudley. | 

Dr. J. P. Dake, of Nashville, made the annual report | 
from the Committee on legislation, prepared by the 
chairman, J. C. Morgan, M. D., of Philadelphia. The | 
report said that a recent letter from Secretary Chandler, 
of the Navy Department, formally opened the medical | 
work of that department to hornceopathists as it was al- | 
ready in other departments. It recommended that | 
homeeopathists demand their rights, equal justice under | 
the law, and that officers of the government who refused 
this should be promptly rebuked and punished, if pos- 
sible. It was recommended that the fnetitate, as soon 
as possible, formally incorporate itself, and force legal 
recognition in the courts. In selecting physicians for the 
various departments at Washington, the present 
methods should be abandoned, particularly the star- 
session examinations, as the latter should be carried on 
publicly. The Medical Bureau of the army is the or- | 
ganized enemy of homeopathy, and now is the time to 
make a fight inst its sectarian observances. Peti- 
tions should be sent to Congress by the thousands, ask- 
ing a change in the law. fn England the government 
had prohibited any examining board from asking sec 
tarian questions, or to demand any answers on any med- 
ical tenet. There were two methods of securing this 
result in this country. This Institute should either ap- 
point committees to visit the officials at Washington and 
demand our rights, or petitions should be sent to Con- 
gress tothe same effect. 

Dr. W. H. Wrinsiow, of Pittsburgh, Chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Correspondence, made a short 
verbal report. He said in Germany, France, Austria, and 
Switzerland homeopathy was marching side by side 
with the other schools. It was not formally recognized 
except in Austria, but in all the countries it was regard- 
ed as réspectable and honorable. The cause was pro- 
gressing very rapidly. He did not believe the common 
statement that in Germany, the home of Hahnemann, 
homeopathy was languishing, for the facts did not 
justify the assertion. The school was not so distinct in 
that country, because the physicians did not fill their | 
own prescriptions—they went to the.drug stores. In 
France, homeopathy is exciting a great deal of opposi- 
tion. It is a fighting school there. When a man leaves 
the old school and becomes a homceopath, he feels to a 
certain extent that heis a victim of social ostracism. An 
attempt is being made to crush the school by social des- 
potism, but the prospects were flattering for the future. 
In England homeopathy was on the increase, and 
would be in much better condition if there were not two 
factions in the school. In London an effort was made 
to establish a homeopathic college, on a large scale, 
but it was not wholly successful on account of the 
bickerings and jealousies. The speaker had great hopes 
that England would soon become as great a homcopa- 
thic teaching country as America. 


— } 


BUREAU OF GENERAL SANITARY SCIENCE, CLIMATOLOGY 
AND HYGIENE. 


In the absence of Dr. E. U. Jones, Chairman, Dr. G. 
M. Ockford presented the following :— 
‘Sanitation—its Objects and Scope,” U. 
Jones, M.D. 
‘‘of Renal Diseases” (volunteer paper), 
by J. W. Harris, M.D. 
‘‘the Exanthemata,” by G. M. Ock- 
ford, M.D. 
“ Vaccination,” by D. H. Beckwith, M.D. 


by E. 
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Dr. E. U. Jones’ paper on *‘ Sanitation, its Objects 
and Scope,” said that this subject was sel by the 
Chairman, because he had received queries from several 
members, concerning the meaning and significance of 
the term Sanitation. It was intended to be a prelude to 
the other papers, that all of the subjects of the Bureau 
might be harmonized. 

It commences with the distinction to be made between 


| ** Hygiene ”’ in its common acceptation, and ‘* Sanitation ;” 


the one as being all-embracing in its scope, the other as 
being limited. 

The subject of sanitation, as to the causes of disease, 
is then divided into two major divisions, the immediate 
and the remote ; the immediate, including all those de 
termining causes which lie near to and decide the actual 
conditions of disease ; the remote, those predisposing 
causes without which disease could not be engendered, 
The immediate have more to do with the person and per 
sonal surroundings—indeed, more properly with those 
things which fall under the idea commonly expressed 
in the name Hygiene. These embrace the immediate 
meteorological conditions, in every variety of their com 
binations, making the special climate which surrounds 
the individual The control which each person can 
have over these immediate conditions is discussed ; as to 
his dwelling, locality, ingesta, etc. It is remarked, with 
regard to the peculiar climate of the sick room, that the 
writer ‘‘ has always insisted that the room beneath the 
sick room be constantly warmed.” A protest is entered 
against the senseless and innumerable charges made 
concerning the liability of our drinking water to produce 
disease, ‘‘ One other immediate and preventable cause 
of disease is the lamentable lack of knowledge which 
mothers have with regard to the care of their infants. 
The very tenderness with which some nurslings are 
brought up is of itself unhygienic ; the multitadinous 
washings, the over-heated rooms, the little body made 
supersensitive by a quantity of wraps, and the beds of 
feathers and down, are as truly exciters of disease as the 
neglect and filth into which others are born. 

‘*Remoteness and nearness can never be absolute 
terms, only relative. The lowland, which lies only a 
little distance off, may be the remote cause of a series of 
subjective phenomena ending in a definite disease ; the 
piercing wind from the iceberg may be the immediate 
cause of a fatal pneumonia. It is as mach the province 
of sanitation to protect against the one as the other.”’ 
The matter of epidemics is referred to, and the neces 
sity of national and inter-state quarantine, But sani 
tary science is asking harder questions than those con 
cerning the checking: of disease; it is seeking closely 
into the origin of disease ; it is asking, Can disease be 
stamped out completely and forever? ‘‘ The experi 
ments of science are certainly tending to this end, and 
the frequent trials of the virus-culture, the successful 
attempts of Pasteur in France, and of others in England 
and in this country, seem to answer the question, in the 
not far distant future, with an emphatic, Yes 

The conditions of society are referred to as belonging 
to the domain of this science; the inter-dependence of 
the rich and the poor in the use of the public sanitary 
necessities. ‘‘The unsealing of a trap in the house of 
Dives, with death entering at such open door, may be 
due to the uncared-for break, or the unnoticed stoppage 
of a pipe in the house of Lazarus. With the care of the 
poor in this respect sanitation has much to do, not for 
the protection of the rich merely, but for the protection 
of society at large.” 

Vagrancy, as a sanitary evil, is briefly touched upon ; 
also Sasodity of disease, of pauperism, and of crime. 
Concerning the latter the paper concludes as follows : 
** But the heredity in each of these cases is not only one 
of moral perverseness, but is one of physical perverse- 
ness also, The material does not seem to control the 
moral, but rather the original mal-organization was 
moral ; later there seems to be no question but that they 
go hand in hand. The province of sanitation hardly 
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reaches to the strictly moral; but to the physical part 
of a moral evil, and to the results of that evil to the in- 
dividual and to society it does have relation. A deteri- 
orated morale always brings in its train a deteriorated 
physique, and the outcome of such a physique is disease. 

The time may be slow in the coming, but it will sure- 
ly come, when the mastery of disease will be sought al 
together in its causes, and the approaches thereto, and 
the sanitarian will supersede the therapeutist.” 


In his paper on the Sanitation of the Exanthemata, 
Dr. G. M. Ockford, of Vincennes, Ind., treated of the 
general preventive measures—as avoidance of contagion, 
quarantine of those affected, and general sanitary and 
hygienic improvement of surroundings and locality. 
Free ventilation of apartments used for sleeping places, 
protective clothing and proper dietetic rules, are also 
urged as precautionary and preventive measures in this 
class of disorders. Then follows special indications for 
hygienic and sanitary arragements in the principal exan- 
thematic diseases which are given as measles, scarlatina, 
small-pox and exanthematic typhus. In measles the 
principal requirements are proper ventilation, protection 
against drafts and good nursing. The popular practice 
of exposing children to the disease, under the impression 
that an attack of measles is necessary for every individ- 
ual, is stroogly condemned, and in epidemics exhibiting 
a malignant tendency, strict quarantine and isolation are 
recommended. In scarlet fever, the principal points to 
be observed are avoidance of exposure to the contagion 
and prompt separation of the sick from those liable to 
the affection ; 
thorough disinfection of all discharges from the sick and 
of apartments and clothing used by them, The facet of 
scarlet fever having a perenrial existence in some sec- 
tions of our country is commented upon, and scientific 
investigation recommended of these scarlet fever fields. 
The question of the decaying blood from slaughter- 
houses being a cause of the disease is also spoken of, but 
no definite reasons given in support of this theory. The 
subject opens a wide field for investigation. In the con 
sideration of small-pox, vaccination is recommended as 
the only sure preventive measure. Vaccination should 
only be performed with the lymph obtained from typical 
bovine vesicles, and the use of scabs and crusts is se 
verely condemned, All the so-called evils of vaccination 
have arisen under the practice of arm-to-arm vaccination 
and the use of scabs and crusts. These latter contain so 
much débris in the shape of pus and epithelium products, 
to say nothing of the presence of stable manure and 
other foul matter, that they are totally unfit for use and 
they cannot be introduced into the human economy 
without danger. Another great preventive of small. 
pox is in a system of quarantine and observation which 
will prevent the immigration of thousands of foreigners 
with prejudices against vaccination and carrying with 
them the germs of disease, The travelling nature of the 
disorder is shown by the spread of small-pox among the 
French army from a small beginning and unnecessary 
ex posure. During the prevalence of the affection, re 
vaccination is advised and complete isolation of the sick 
from the well, Plenty of fresh air and the best of nur- 
sing, with cleanliness and thorough disinfection are the 
necessary requirements in preventing its spread and in 
preserving the lives of those affected. 

Exanthematic typhus is declared to be the product of 
filth, destitution and unwholesome conditions of life. It 
is essentially the disease incident to famines, illy-venti 
lated houses and filthy localities. The sanitary require 
ments involve a general cleansing of towns, proper ven 
tilation of houses, the avoid ».ce of over-crowding, and 
suitable food. If the disease occurs, the separation of 
the sick from each other and from all who are liable to 
the disease is necessary, as well asthe general disinfection 
of everything in contact or exposed to the contagious in 
fluence. In all these diseases public funerals are to be 
discountenanced, and speedy burial, 


proper ventilation of apartments and | 


with the least ' 
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| possible exposure, of those dying from their effects, 


to be urged. 

‘* Sanitation of Renal Diseases.” The paper upon this 
subject was assigned to W. Jonn Harnis, M.D., of St 
Louis, Mo. In its consideration he has touched more 
particularly upon two general forms of renal disease, 
and presents some thoughts regarding their causation. 

Morbus Brightii and diabetes mellitus he regards as 
two diseases peculiarly liable to have their origin in 
malaria and their seat primarily inthe liver. One strong 
argument in favor of this view is that those cases of 
these diseases which have been benefited at all were 
relieved only by applying remedies addressed to the 
malario-hepatic disease. hese observations have been 
made in the Mississippi valley, and are yet not sufficient 
in number to base definite conclusions upon. The obser 
vation thus brought before us is well worthy of more 
extended study, for, whether malaria is a disease sui 
generis, or only a condition, climatic, which affects the 
type of all other diseases, it becomes a marked factor 
when the consideration of the treatment of disease comes 
before us. 

The effects of climate are next spoken of; ‘‘ those 
sudden changes of temperature which are so common in 
some parts of this country, resulting in a sudden and 
complete arrest of the activity of the sweat glands, and 
consequently in a great amount of work thrown on the 
kidneys.” The difference in humidity between this 
country and England is made to account, in a measure, 
for the difference in the frequency of renal calculi. 
‘*Humid countries and localities, as a rule, are much 
more prolific in cases of stone than the dry, warm sec- 
tions, where there is free and unchecked perspiration ; 
in fact there seems to be a striking relation between the 
frequency of renal calculi and the localities where the 
function of the skin is being constantly interfered with. 
Where great attention is paid to cleanliness—keeping 
the skin in an active and healthy state—there is much 
less tendency to the formation of stone.” 

The relation of alcoholic drinks to the production of 
stone is next discussed, to the condemnation of beers, 
ales, and strong wines, and to the comparative innocu 
ousness of stronger spirits, as whiskey. 

The preventive effect of the free use of milk is re 
ferred to. 

The paper ends as follows : 

‘*The most effectual way to prevent renal diseases is 
first to see that the skin is maintained in a healthy con 
dition, and that the sweat glands are active ; second, 
that the liver be in a condition to perform ail of its 
functions ; and third, that there is no mechanical ob 
struction to the flow of urine, for, as certain as such 
obstruction exists, disease of the bladder, ureters, and 
kidneys will follow.” 


Under suspension of the rales Dr. Beckwith was per 
mitted to read his paper in full. 


BEcKWITH on Vaccination 
presents the matter so fully that I can only give a brief 
resumé of the points which he makes. He began his 
paper about three months since, as an anti-vaccinator, 
but after examining all of the writings which he could 
obtain upon that subject, and conversing with persons 
opposed to vaccination, he was unable to find any good 
reason why children should not be vaccinated. Further 
examination has led him to believe that the producers 
of the so-called bovine virus have furnished the profes 
sion, during the past year, with lymph that has been 
inert and useless, often requiring from two to five vac 
cinations in primary cases before the desired vesicle was 
produced. He deems it evident that many of their ivory 
points and quills were loaded with blood, and probably 
pus, by which eruptions, tuberculosis, and other septi« 
poisons were produced. 

Numerous letters received from prominent physicians, 
as Drs. J. P. Dake of Nashville, I. T. Talbot of Boston, 
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Lungren of Toledo, E. U. Jones of Massachusetts, 
Cowperthwaite of Iowa, James and Gause of Philadel- 


oyna Runnels of Indianapolis, Dake and Childs of | 


ittsburgh, Biggar of Cleveland, Willard and Wallace 
of New Orleans, have confirmed the above statements. 
Extracts and quotations from medical journals of recent 
date, together with some hitherto unpublished statis- 
tics, are brought forward to prove the power of vaccina- 
tion to modify and prevent variola. 

Other points in the paper are as follows : 

A criticism on the article published in the North 
American Review, written by Henry Bergh, of New 
York, President of the Humane Society denouncing 
vaccination in severe terms. 

A criticism on the paper of Dr. Martin, of Boston, 
published in the March number of the North American 
Review, 1882, in which the Doctor tries to prove himself 
infallible on the subject of vaccination. 

Causes of failure in so many vaccinations during the 
past year. 

Quality of lymph to be used for vaccinations, and 
when to be removed. 

Which is preferable, humanized or bovine virus ? 

Are re-vaccinations necessary ? 

Appearance of a genuine vesicle. 

Can syphilis, ra, erysipelas, and tuberculosis be 
conveyed to children by vaccination? 

Compulsory vaccination. 

A review and criticism of the Board of Health of Indi- 
ana, relative to the law passed January, 1882. 

Congress should enact a law placing every producer of 
bovine virus under the direct care and control of a Board 
of Health ; also should compel every physician to report 
to said Board of Health every child which he vaccinates, 
and that a satisfactory vesicle has been produced, or 
otherwise. 

There are also observations on the conditions of cattle 
found in vaccine stables, and upon the condition of the 
lungs of cattle found in the slaughter houses. 

DISCUBSION. 

Dr. BOWEN, of Fort Wayne, Ind., thought that the 
principle of vaccination was all right so long as the mat- 
ter used was good. There had not been a case of kine- 
pox spontaneously developed since 1866, and since then 
the virus has been produced in and out. He had not 
been able to obtain a true mark for the last year. It is 
a well known natural law that plants and vegetables die 
out when continually cultivated within themselves. The 
same was true of the bovine virus, We must get new 
material to produce our vesicles. From the failure of 
points during the past season more harm had been done 
to the cause of vaccination than ever before. Pure vac- 
cine lymph cannot possibly work within three to six 
days; the vesicle cannot begin to form within that 
time. It must be dead animal matter to work so rap- 
idly as that. Strike an animal with a hammer, take the 
matter that will form as a result of that blow and vac- 
cinate, and you will have a sore formed within three to 
six days. In our vicinity six children died in conse- 
quence of vaccination. The Doctor also gave it as his 
experience that araen. and caus. were the two main 
remedies in the treatment and prophylaxis of small-pox. 


Dr. H. W. Tayior, Terre Haute: More things haye 


been said about virus and small-pox than are justified by | 


the weight of the material engaged. I have never seen 
any bad effects, or heard of any, from the use of bovine 
virus. ‘The terrible reports which we get are very 
much like those of the ‘‘ milk sickness” of our State. 
It was always in the next county. I have many times 
experimented with dead animal matter by inoculation 
into the system, and never succeeded in producing a sore. 


(Dr. Bowen: I said decomposed matter, or meant 
to.) 
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Flowers of Columbus, D. C. Olmsted of Milwaukee, | 


| fully who had fine scars left. 


|old; he had as fine a scar as I ever saw. 


| the disease. 
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Dr. MORRELL, Norwalk, O.; I have not been vac 
cinated since boyhood, and never expect to be, I know 
of cases where the arms are not healed since last Jan- 
uary, and the patients themselves have been in ill health 
ever since. 

Dr. McManus, Baltimore, Md : I would like to state 
here what is always supposed by myself to be a fact. 1 
have attended all forms of small-pox and never con- 
tracted the disease, nor have I -ver been able to vacci- 
nate myself, and I attribute these facts to the protection 
of a vaccination upon myself 73 years ago. 


Dr. ARMSTRONG, Lafayette, Ind. : Years ago when we 
used humanized virus almost exclusively, my success 
with fresh matter was almost certain ; but recently, since 
using the bovine virus, my success has not been so 
marked. I always tried to get the best virus, and why 
it did not take I do not know. This year there were six 
cases of small-pox in our part of the country. Out of 
this number one who had been vaccinated, had a mild 
attack of varioloid and soon recovered. The other five 
died, and none of them had been vaccinated. Does vac- 
cination ever run out? I have vaccinated those success- 
One gentleman, 58 years 

2 was eleven years 
He was a 
healthy man, and within 10-12 days his arm became in 
flamed, and he had a fine mark left. 

Dr. A. A. Smitru, Chicago, lll.: I have been frequently 
exposed to small-pox but never took it. I carry a good 
scar still from an early vaccination. I have had typical 
results from bovine virusin many cases. There is noth- 
ing that I know of, or that | have read of, which can 
affect the question of the efficacy of vaccination as it 
stands to-day. I have used macrotin 2 dec., as a pro 
phylactic, and in very many cases it seemed to modify 
I have never had a second case in a fam- 
ily where I have used this remedy-as a preventive, 
nor have I had a fatal case where it was used, 


of age, had been vaccinated when 


Dr. Dupiey, Philadelphia, Pa.: Within a year or two 
a number of cases of kine-pox have occurred in Southern 
India, and have been tested by the physicians there, | 
do not think it necessary to say much in regard to the 
efficacy of vaccination as a preventive of small-pox. If 
there is one thing more definitely settled than another 
it is this fact. If thisis doubtful, what is certain in med- 
icine? In the Municipal Hospital, of Philadelphia, 64 
per cent. of those who had never been vaccinated died. 
I also have a good scar remaining from childhood, and 
have never been able to get a successful vaccination, 
One year ago, a cold winter, all my primary vaccinations 
were successful, and it was very rare that I had to re 
vaccinate, but this winter I had to vaccinate and repeat 
it a number of times, and yet failed. I used the same 
producer’s virus in each season. On an estimate of my 
own practice, in 10 per cent. of my patients who were 
unvaccinated 5 cases of small-pox occurred, in the 90 
per cent. who were vaccinated there were no cases. If 
tuberculosis does not set in rapidly, is it to be supposed 
that this disease was produced by the vaccination’ In 
the experiments performed on animals it appeared 
rapidly. 

Dr. D. H. Beckwitn : It is developed rapidly. it 
will begin to show itself in the form of lung troubles 
within two or three weeks, and if not relieved it will de 
velop into tubercles. In one case where the glands were 
also implicated I used hot poultices freely, producing 
suppuration and thus relieved the lungs. , 

Dr. Drxon, Chicago: There are two forms of vac- 
cination, spurious and true or typical, The results de- 
pend on the virus used and not on the operator. I find 
that in propagating from heifer to heifer that we may 
divide the process into three stages. The points may be 
charged in these different stages and you cannot tell 
them apart, and yet oo | each differ. In the first stage, 
times varying, the lymph is mixed with serum and blood, 
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you have reddish tinged points from this. After a cer- 
tain time you get pure lymph (just as the vesicle is 
beginning to umbilicate and has a reddish areola), A 
few hours later you get lymph mixed with pus, and a 
few hours still later you might not get anything but pus. 
You can charge a number of points with pure lymph. 
With the pas and lymph you get sore arms which will 
not heal up, erysipelas and may be death. When you 
vaccinate with a point charged with pure lymph you get 
the typical vesicle. Some heifers will give 50, others 
500 vesicles. We get pare lymph from cows as well as 
heifers, the popular impression to the contrary, notwith- 
standing. No crusts can be removed and contain only 
pure lymph. There are hair follicles, epidermis, stable 
débris, ete. Typical vesicles can be obtained from the 
reddish tipped points, the color being due to blood. 


Dr. W. C. Ricuarpson, St. Louis: We have had 
this year, a namber of cases where there was a straw- 
berry excrescence formed, in which no pustule with 
serum was developed, and consequently we did not have 
the usual crust. With the humanized virus we got the 
characteristic pitting. 

Dr. |. T. Tausor offered a resolution, which was 
adopted, to the effect that inasmuch as the State and 
local authorities compelled persons to be vaccinated, and 
whereas physicians who had to perform the vaccinations 
could not detect spurious virus from the genuine, except 
from effects, it was the duty of the authorities to take 
such measures as would insure the supply of a pare 
virus, 


REPORT OF THE BUREAU OF MATERIA MepbiIca, 
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PHARMACY AND PROVINGS, 


“Introductory.” A. CC. CowPpEertTuwarre. M.D. 
“Confirmed Symptoms and Clinical Uses of a few Reme- 
dies.” H. N. Guernsey, M.D,, Phila., Pa. 

‘* Provings of Amorphous Phosphorus,” (sent out by | 
the Philadelphia County Society). H. Noah Martin, | 
M.D., Phila., Pa. 

** Confirmed Symptoms, Clinical or Proved, in Diseases 
of Women and Children.” Kate Parsons, M.D., Cleve- 
land, 0. 


Dr. H. N. GUERNSEY gave the following ‘‘ Confirmed | 
Symptoms and Clinical Uses of a Few Remedies” :— | 
Abies Canadensis,—(ireat craving for meat, raw turn- 
ips, artichokes, radishes, pickles, and coarse articles of 
diet generally, with a hungry gnawing or faint feeling | 
in the epigastrium. 

Abies nigra.—Total loss of appetite in the morning, | 
but great craving for food at noon and night. Sensation 
of an indigested, hard boiled egg in the stomach Con- 
tinual distressing constriction, just above the pit of the 
stomach, as if something were knotted. Painful sensa- | 
tion as if something were lodged in the chest, generally | 
on right side, requiring to be coughed up; but no 
amount of coughing avails. 

Abrotanum.—Particularly for cross or sad children ; | 
face looks wrinkled, old, pale ; dull eyes with blue rings ; | 
appetite very great ; much pain in stomach @r abdomen, | 
usually worse at night. Marasmus of the lower extrem. | 
ities. Blood and moistare ooze from navel of new born | 
babes. 


Acetic acid.—Intense thirst, the passing of large quan. | 


who bears suffering calmly and composedly, let his fever 
be ever so great; nor where there is stupefaction, 
stupor, or insensibility ; nor if the patient be quiet ; nor 
where there is jerking or twitching of the muscles, no 
matter how hot or how high the fever. I say, without 
the characteristic restlessness of acon., the continual turn 
ing, tossing, mental anxiety, etc., acon. wil] not perform 
its highest use. And further, that acon., when thus 
indicated, will do its work alone, without any alternation 
of other remedies. 

As much depends upon the method of administering 
the, medicine as upon its selection. I never admin- 
ister remedies below the 30th potency, and never 
repeat the dose more than three times, at intervals of 
twelve hours, before waiting six days for the reaction. 
I am well satisfied, nuw, after nearly forty years’ experi- 
ence, that it is worse than useless to repeat a dose so long 
as there is any sign of improvement, in the general con- 
dition of the patient. In fact, by too soon repeating, 
we very often defeat the main object of the remedy. 


**Confirmed Symptoms, Clinical or Proved,” by Dr 
Kate Parsons. 

Case 1. Fright and anxiety of mind. 

Case 2. The same. 

Case 3. Irregular menses, with headache, throbbing 
and fullness, and frequent vertigo ; face very flushed ; 
eyes unnaturally bright. Beil. 

Case 4, Scanty urine, with burning and scalding in 
urethra, especially near neck of bladder. Apis. 

Case 5. The same. 

Case 6. Details a case of phlegmasia alba dolens, 
cured by hamamelis, but no special symptoms confirmed. 

Case 7. Leucorrheea, thick, white and transparent 
Nat. mur. 

Case 8, Severe coryza, white discharge, so profuse it 
was necessary to lay a towel under the nose ; loss of 
taste and smell. Nat. mur. 

Case 9. Acne worse before menses ; perspires easily ; 
hands moist ; perspiration of strong odor; backache 
Lessia. 

Case 10. Warts on upper lip. Thuja. 

Case 11. Incontinence of urine. Ferrum phos. 


DISCUSSION. 


Dr. W. E. Owens, Cincinnati, O. Acetic acid is a 
drug very much neglected in clinical cases. It has in 
its pathogenetic effects a tendency to disorganize or 
destroy the epidermis or epithelium ; a tendency to de 
velop conditions similar to epithelioma. I have used 
it in several well-defined cases of this disease, where 
the patients had been given up as incurable, and suc- 
ceeded in curing them. One case involved the inner 
canthus of the left eye and extended to the fore- 
head, with an excavation one-half inch in depth, and 
the whole trouble was removed within three months. 

In another case attacking the nipple, acetic acid was 
applied hypodermically. A young lady 18 years of age 
was troubled with this affection at the nipple ; this was 
ten years ago. She is now married and has twochildren 
and nursed them both. A scirrhus induration of the 
breast, which has been five months under treatment, is 
nearly all removed. 

The remedy was used in these cases internally in the 


Acon, 


tities of pale urine, and marked debility, are the most | second decimal dilution, and in a dilute form hypoder- 


constant and characteristic symptoms of this remedy. 

In diabetes, characterized as above, this remedy is my 
sheet anchor. In myelitis, with the above ae | 
istics; particularly if the patient must lie on the abdomen | 
to obtain relief of the pain in the spine. Cancerous | 
affections of the stomach; much burning and distress 


therein, vomiting of all nourishment, with intense thirst, | 


etc., as above. 


be administered to a patient, philesophical sufferer, one 


Aconitum nap.—This remedy should seldom, if ever, 


| mically, the injection being administered directly into 


the cancerous condition. The doctor also referred to its 
use as an antiseptic agent. Burning, stinging pains are 
characteristic of this drug, but the burning is not so in 
tense as that of arsenic. 


At the evening session Dr. DoW1LING created a senss- 
tion by a motion to invite the members of the Medica! 
Society of the State of New York to a seat in the con- 
vention. 
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SECOND DAY. 

A paper on Medica] Education, was read by Dr. R. 
N. Foster. The r dealt with the needs of a more 
thorough education ‘And on some of the causes which 
prevented an educational advance. The American Insti- 
tute of Homa@opathy should, as a national representa- 
tive body, use its influence to promote this result. 

On motion, the report of the committee was accepted, 
and referred to the Publication Committee, and the fol- 
lowing resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That the subject of the rejection of homao- 
pathic physicians from service as surgeons in the United 
States Army, as distinctly stated by Surgeon-General 
Barnes, in his correspondence with Dr. J. C. Morgan, be 
referred to the Committee on Medical Legislation, with 
power to actin the name of this national body. 

The resolution in regard to vaccination, the suggestion 
of the i ion of public buildings by competent 
bodies, the suggestions of Dr. Foster on Medical 
Education, were also referred to the Committee on Leg- 
islation. 

Report of the Delegates to the American Public 
Health Association, was presented by M. T. Runnels, 
M.D., Chairman (See report), which was accepted. (The 
text will appear in our next.) 

The report of the Delegates to the International Con- 
gress was presented by B. W. James, D. 

The committee to which was referred the Address of 
the President recommended the following: (1) That 
5,000 copies of the Address be published for distribution. 
(2) That the Bureau of Materia Medica, Pharmacy and 
Provings be divided into two bureaus, the second one to 
take charge of the domain of Pharmacology; (3) That a 
Committee on Medical Education be formed, to be com- 
posed of members of the Institute, none of whom shall 
be connected with a medical college, and the Intercolle- 
giate Committee to be abolished. 

On motion, the recommendations were adopted. 


REPORT OF THE BUREAU OF CLINICAL MEDICINE. 


In the absence of Dr. T. F. Pomeroy, Chairman, the 
report was presented by Dr. J. W. Dowling, as follows : 


‘‘A Plea for the Homeopathic Treatment of Inter- | 


mittent Fevers,” E. Rushmore, M.D. 

‘* Clinical Miscellany,” E. A. Farrington, M.D. 

‘** Apoplexy—A Clinical Case,” 8. Lilienthal, M.D. 

“ Cases Treated with High Potencies,” David Thayer, 
M.D. 

‘‘ Hip-Joint Disease Cured by Medicine,” P. G. Val- 
entine, M.D. 

“The Clinical Aspects of Koch’s Discovery,” J. 8. 
Mitchell, M.D. 

‘‘A Prescription in Counsel, and the Reason for it,” 

C. Mo , M.D. 

a Wn Feaeutenas of a Knowledge of Pathology and 
Diagnosis in the Treatment of Disease,” J. W. Dowl- 
ing, M.D, 

The report was accepted and referred. 


Preliminary to the discussion, a patient was presented 
suffering from Addisonii morbus. Dr. Dowling gave the 
clinical history and the results of his personal examina- 
tion of the patient. 


Dr. P. G, VALENTINE’S paper covered a case of ‘“* Hip 
Joint Disease Cured by Rest and Remedies.” 


In 1879, a young lady consulted me in reference to a 
tumor growing on her right thigh, and extending up to 
her waist on that side. 

Six months previously she had twisted and sprained 
her hip, when moving a bedstead across the room, 
which caused momentarily excruciating pain. 


| She now limped quite perceptibly on her right foot, 
jand flexing the thigh was painful. In ascending a 
stairway, she always carried her left foot in advance, 
|never advancing the right foot above or beyond the 
left. The foot was adducted and inverted ; the limb 
shortened ¥ of an inch, and flexed at the hip ; the pel- 
vis pushed upward and backward on the affected 
side, which brought the corresponding natis above its 
fellow of the sound side, and the gluteo-femoral fold 
on the affected side was almost obliterated. 

This was the tumor | was called upon to treat, viz., 
|a hipjoint disease in the third stage. The first stage 
or stage of irritation, had passed. The second stage, 
or stage of “ apparent lengthening,” or effusion, had 
| also passed, but its accompanying pain, tenderness and 
swelling, with atrophy of the limb and limited motion, 
still continued with increased severity. 

The third stage had been ushered in by the escape of 
the imprisoned fluid, and the abduction was changed 
into adduction, and eversion into inversion ; the flexion 
had straightened, except at the hip; the limb short 
ened, and the pelvis raised on the affected side 

The diagnosis being made out, What must be done ? 
As there are but few remedies known which act upon 
the diseased osseous system, solution is not hard. 

| The indications were to relieve the pain, reduce the 
swelling, stimulate the absorbents to take up the 
| effused fluid and to eliminate its toxic elements from 
|the blood, and to arrest the inflammatory process 
which was destroying the life of the joint. 


| ‘The paper concludes as follows : ‘‘ The history of this 
| case, properly analyzed, suggests a few reflections. It 
| records a triumph for rest—absolute rest—in surgical 
| diseases and injuries. A triumph for the salts of lime 
| (the carbonates and phosphates) in bone affections, and a 
| triumph for beldadonna as a controller of pain. It re 

cords a triumph for conservative surgery and a triumph 
| for homeopathy.” 


| Dr. S. LiLiENTHAL presented a paper entitled 
| ‘* Hemorrhage in the Brain,” illustrated by a clinical 
| case occurring in a patient of nearly 70 years, otherwise 
healthy, excepting frequent attacks of angina pectoris. 
| There was complete motory and sensory hemiplegia of 
the left side, ptosis, contracted pupils with no reaction 
to light, left-sided facial paralysis, right radial pulse 
| weak at 60, and somewhat stronger on the left side. 
Respiration hurried, superficial, interrupted by the 
Cheynes-Stokes symptom of breathing ; incontinence of 
|urine of normal constituency, with polyuria ; constant 
|muttering in different languages with which he was 
familiar. Forty-eight hours of sleeplessness was fol- 
| lowed by a few hours of sleep and partial return to con 
| sciousness, but death soon ensued, Differentially, the 
diagnosis of an embolus could be excluded from the 
start, for this is more frequently observed in early or 
middle life and the consequent hemiplegia is more often 
found in the right side, nor was there a rheumatic his 
| tory in the case with its cardiac valvular insufficiency as 
|an accompaniment or sequela The sudden onset, in a 
pears of advanced age, the total motory and sensory 
| he 


miplegia on the left side, the sudden loss of conscious 
ness from the start, hinted too closely to apoplexy and 
{made the prognosis infaustissima. In respect to the 
location of the hemorrhage, it was argued that the cor 
pora striata were excluded, from the fact that a ham 
orrhage at this point produces crossed paralysis with 
facial paralysis on the injured side, and sensibility in 
genera] not much impaired. Hamorrhage in thethalami 
optici produces only a paretic state, a motory and sen- 
sory weakness of the body, but not a full paralysis, and 
we may therefore suppose that in this case the pons 
varolii or the medulla oblongata was the spot at which 
the hemorrhage took place. This position as to diag 
nosis was further supported by the facts that there 
existed extreme myosis, compression of the vagus cen 
trum, diabetes insipidus, perfect and total paralysis, 





NEW YORK MEDICAL TIMES. 


and after the second day of the attack, clear and un- 
clouded intellect. The rapid emaciation, the threaten- 
ing decubitus, the polyuria and polypnoea, each and all 
indicated extensive trophic disturbances. 


Dr. E. A. FARRINGTON’S essay of ‘* Clinical Miscel 
lany ” reports in detail several interesting cases. 


1. A case of hypertrophy of the heart with mitral in- 
sufficiency ; general anasarca; inability to lie down ; 
dyspnoea severe. Surface of the body bluish-red, more 
in spots. Pulse rapid and intermittent. The cardiac 
weakness, blueness of the skin, and dyspnea when falling 
off to sleep, indicated lachesis, and it was given in the fifth 
potency, with great relief for months. 

2. A patient, et. 72, who had suffered many attacks of 
pericarditis, was found with a pulse of 130 to 150, dys- 
pneea, and general anasarca, with hydrothorax. The 
pulse for ten months was never below 130 and often 
mounted to 160 and 170 per minute. Ant. tart. was 
given with striking relief for the following group of 
symptoms : cough, drowsiness, nausea with white-coated 
tongue ; cough always followed by gaping and yawn- 
ing ; urine scanty. ‘The pulse would fall 20 to 30 beats 
under this remedy, and the serous effusion entirely dis- 
appear, and the respite would last for days and weeks. 
Digitalis was given and would relieve the following 
group: Dyspncea on falling off to sleep, arousing with 
gasping or asense of falling ; distressed feeling or nausea 
at the epigastrium ; lips livid ; anxious expression of 
face. This remedy would almost completely remove 
the dropsy and increase the secretion of urine. 

Sulphur was called for by the following : Cat naps ; 
flushes of heat and desire for air ; burning of the soles. 

Laurocerasus was of great service under the following 
circumstances : face livid, eyes protruding as with one 
being throttled ; the breathing was gasping, and he was | 


continually clutching at the heart. 
' Bryonia was given in the case for a stitching pain | 
about the heart, with the effect of relieving the scanty | 
flow of urine, the urethral inflammation which had set | 


up in complication with an enlarged prostate. Causti 
cum relieved when there was much inefficient straining 
to urinate. The post-mortem showed the heart inti- 
mately adherent to the pericardium, roughening of the 
mitral valve and a calcareous mass imbedded in one 
cusp of the aortic. There was enlarged prostate and a 
mulberry calculus imbedded in the posterior wall of the 
bladder. 

3. A case of whooping cough in a patient with pro- 
lapsus uteri chonatoteal by general debility, emaciation, 
exhausting paroxysms of cough, sensation asof waves, 
which started from the pit of the stomach and spread all 
over the body with trembling ; cough constant, from 
tickling in the larynx ; worse when attempting to speak. 
Actea rac. cured the whooping-cough and otherwise 
helped the patient. 

A boy, wt, 4, with croupy cough, distinctly whooping 
with each paroxysm, the patient holding his hands over 
the stomach, was relieved by drosera ; but later the par- 
oxysms culminated in profuse epistaxis of dark and 
stringy blood, violent exhausting dry cough, relieved 
by laying the hand on the pit of the stomach, and pro- 
fuse expectoration Entirely cured with crocus sativus. 

A girl of 2 years, with high fever, harsh metallic 
cough, fauces red, clutching at the throat as if to re- 
move something there ; pulse 160 ; respiration 40 to 50 ; 
face bore an anxious look ; drowsiness ; vibratory sound 
over the larynx especially at night ; tongue dry and red; 
lips parched. Sulphur relieved ; whooping cough set | 
in, and this remedy cleared up the whole case. 

Dr. Epwarp RvsHMORE presented ‘‘ A Plea for the 
Homeopathic Treatment of Intermittent Fever,” in his 
most forcible manner, argued the necessity of a pains- 
taking study of the case in all its details, and then most 
carefully individualizing the remedy, and deprecated | 
generalization. 


Dr. Davip THAYER presented a report of several clin 
ical cases cured with high potencies. 


Dr. J. 8. MircHELL presented the following syllabus 
containing the *‘ Clinical Aspects of Koch's Discovery 


1. This discovery, one of a class already much dis 

cussed, 

Abstract of comments, favorable and otherwise. 

Etiology, the weakest chapter of pathology. 

(a) Hence, investigation of this kind should be en 
couraged, though practical results disappoint 
ing for the time being. 

Brief summary of Koch’s discovery, methods used 

etc. 

Practical results that may accrue can be inferred 
from those obtained from knowledge of diphther 
itic micro-organisms. Conclusion, that they have 
not untangled the confused web of Old School 
therapeutics. 

Reasons from history of medicine for abandoning 
whole germ theory as other than a consequence of 
disease. 

(a) Other theories have had a brief day and 
repute. 

(6) Basis of this too material, and it will, therefore, 
have same fate. 

Reasons, from the facts, for disbelieving the theory 

(a) Scientists question the proposition that the germs 
are introduced from without. 

(b) Advocates change germicides. 

(c) Hereditary transmission forces us to assume pre- 
disposition. 

Disbelief in germicides for removing 

phthisis. 

9. Discovery not likely to be of value, therefore, for 

prophylaxis or therapeutic suggestion. 

10. Homeeopathy, the winged Mercury, to watch this 

contest, and powerful to demonstrate its own 
ability to cope with disease. 


9 


3. 


Vv. 


Jost 


8. cause of 


DISCUSSION, 


Dr H. W. Tayior: This question of microbus, etc., 
is now affecting our Old School brethren from centre to 
circumference. They have been trying for years to find 
a material cause for disease ; to find something that can 
be drawn out of the organism by a physical power. | 
have no respect or confidence in Pasteur’s so-called re- 
sults. They are not original investigations, having been 
made before even in his own country. The experiments 
were without much result before, and they will be stil! 
less this time. The origin of tuberculosis being attrib 
uted to bacillus is a very poor explanation, All animal 
substance exposed to air will be found to be filled with 
bacilli or microcosms. 


Dr. Bowen : In regard tothe paper of Dr. Lilienthal, 
I have treated two cases of lesion of the brain. In these 
cases we may wellask, what can wedo? When there is 
a lesion of substance, certainly no remedy can be given 
to heal up this outlet. In one of the cases where apo- 
plectic symptoms were present we managed to bring the 
patient up, and then cautioned him about avoiding all 
excitement or errors of diet, ete. He, after a time, neg 
lected our advice, and while engaged in a game of bil- 
liards, having drank some whiskey, he became angry, 
and died almost immediately. The other case, a lady, 
with heart trouble, by using great care, still preserves a 
fair state of health. 


Dr. DowLine : The heart should be examined in all 
of these cases of apoplexy. We will generally find some 
trouble at the semi-lunar valve, and a diminution in the 
calibre of the heart vessels. We will have an atheroma 
tous condition of these vessels, and they frequently rup 
ture. The walls of the left side of the heart become hy 
pertrophied in order to compensate for the habits of thx 
patients, who will frequently run when they ought to 
walk, or will commit some other indiscretion. 
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Dr. BrigHAM : Can the Doctor give us a reason for 
the use of the foreign language in the case of Rabbi 
Lilienthal ? 

Dr. Downe : I cannot give you any satisfactory 
explanation. Some partof the brain controlling speech 
or some such function must have been affected. I re- 
member one case, that of an ignorant Irish girl, who in 
the delirium of typhoid fever quoted whole pages of 
Hebrew. When she returned to consciousness she 


stated that at one time she worked in the house of a 
Rabbi, and was accustomed to hear him read Hebrew, 
when she was cleaning up his library. 


REPORT OF THE BUREAU OF OBSTETRICS. 


Dr. C. G, HiaBeE, Chairman, presented the following 
papers : 

‘Nurses and Nursing in the 
C. G. Higbee, St. Paul, Minn. 

‘** Rectal Complications,” E. 
walk, O. 

‘* Puerperal Mania,” 
burgh, Pa. 

‘*Meddlesome Midwifery,” C. Ormes, M.D., James- 
town, N. Y. 

‘Infantile Annoyances,” 
Ill. 

‘* Affections of the Nipples,” Millie J. Chapman, M.D 

‘‘ Statistics of the Puerperal State,” Geo. B. Peck. 
M. D. 

‘* Prevention of Lacerationof Cervix,” J. 


Lying-in Chamber,” 


©. Morrill, M.D., Nor- 


H. H. Hofmann, M.D., Pitts- 


J. P. Mills, M.D., Chicago, 


N. Foster. 


Dr. HIGBEE’S paper on nursing and nurses referred to 
the duties required in the first and the difficulty arising 
from the ignorance of the latter, and closed by advis- 
ing the use of olive oil to cleanse the child in place of 
using warm water. This was opposed by Dr. Boyd, of | 
St. Louis, who thought that warm water only was nec- 
essary, except in very few cases where the caseous sub- | 
stance might be in excess. 


Dr. Peck said : How to meet promptly and efficiently 
those more common departures from a natural physiolo- 
gical condition that occasion suffering rather than dan- 
ger has been the object of this investigation. 

The experience of one hundred and sixty-five physi- 
cians show that no special advantage is to be secured by 
pushing, a fruit diet beyond the requirements of a 
healthful physical condition. 

The remedies of most value in promoting dilatation in 
the order of their importance are belladonna, gelsemium, 
cimicifuga, caulophyllum and pulsatilla. Seventy-one 
practitioners believe the fingers are the best mechanical 
means. Topical applications of belladonna and vaginal 
injections of hot water rank highest among the acces- 
sories. 

The occasion of interference is the existence of any 
condition which prevents the completion of the process 
tuto, cito et jucunde. 

Anesthesia is employed by sixty-eight physicians in 
five percent. or less of their cases ; by thirty-three 
between six percent. and 26 per cent. ; by eighteen 
between 26 and 51 per cent. ; by twelve between 51 and 76 
per cent., and by five still more frequently. On the con- 
trary, twenty practitioners have never used it, and four 
who have practised 18, 43, 50 and 51 years respectively, 
protest most emphatically against it as productive of in- 
calculably more evil than good, Chloroform is employed 
by 76, ether by thirty-seven, various mixtures by 12, and 
chloral hydrate by one. It is shown that each mixture 
is dangerous nearly to the extent of the totality of the 
dangers of all its ingredients. The chief indication for 
anesthesia is the desire of the patient. 

Seven physicians have never used forceps, but 79 
employ them in five per cent. or less of their cases, 
thirty-eight from that point to 10 per cent. inclusive, 
nineteen to 25 per cent., seven to 50 per cent., one in 67 | 
per cent., one in 75 per cent., one in 80 per cent., and! 
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one in every tedious case. Hodge's and Comstock’s are 
equally distributed, bu: the latter is severely criticised. 
Next comes Elliot's, Bedford's and Hale's. The remain 
ing conclusions are based upon fifty-two replies (a fair 
representation of the entire number of the remainder 
being excluded for want of time.) Concerning delivery, 
little can be said in an abstract, save that Credé’s method 
is commonly in vogue. 

Twenty-six practitioners observe no relation between 
the size of the uteras and the character of the after-pains, 
but fifteen do. A preliminary course of cimicifuga and 
kindred drugs is said to diminish their intensity. Arnica, 
chamomilla, pulsatilla and cimicyfuga are the principal 
remedies. Some resort to anodynes. 

Twelve refuse refreshment to the little stranger, but 
twenty-three treat him on sugar-water, and eighteen on 
milk and water. 

In cases of agalactia, thirty-four prefer ordinary milk 
and water, and eleven condensed milk. MHorlick’s and 
Mellen’s foods are recommended more highly than 
others. 

When the child is lost, twenty-seven rely upon the 
breast pump or its equivalent for preventing trouble, 
while five let them severely alone. Camphor, belladonna, 
hamamelis, hot lard or oil with or me = se alcohol, are 
applied Some use friction, and some prescribe a dry 
diet; belladonna and pulsatilla are administered. 

To resolve caked breasts, eighteen recommend friction ; 
with this is used lard or oil with or without alcohol, 
belladonna ointment, camphor, cosmoline. Powdered ice 
is mentioned by one ; a plaster composed of equal parts 
of the yolk of an egg and lard by another. Pressure 
with the thumb and two fingers long continued is pro 
nounced sufficient by a third. Cold and warm applica- 
tions of water also have their advocates. 

For sore nipples graphites and silicea are the remedies 
chiefly reported. Protection is important, shields or 
emollient applications medicated with tannin, arnica, 
hydrastix and tr. of benzoin are recommended, Bathing 
in claret wine is said to prevent, and the following is re- 


| ported infallible ; B iodoformi 3 j., cerati simplicis 3 js. 


Apply after nursing and wash before. 

No information of value was gathered concerning 
shields. 

Sixteen practitioners out of 52 have never met a case 
of phlegmasia alba dolens, six others but once. It seldom 
troubles homeopaths. The chief remedies used by 
others are hamamelis, pulsatilla, and belladonna, Exter- 
nally hamamelis is the application, others only receiving 
solitary mention. 


THE REPORT OF THE BUREAU OF GYNACOLOGY, 


This report was presented by Dr. O. 8S. Runnels, in 


the absence of the chairman, Dr. H. Minton. 


‘* Remarks on Uterine Diseases.” H. Minton, M.D., 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

‘** Dysmenorrhea,” 
City, Mo. 

‘* Indications for Tracheoloraphy.” 
D., Indianapolis, Ind, 

‘*The Use of Podophyllum in Gynecology.” 
Conant, M.D.,Middletown, N. Y. 

‘* After-pains.” W. H. Bigler, M.D., Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

The report was accepted and referred. 

The paper of Dr. Runnels was read in full, and con 
tained a full survey of the causes and indications for 
treatment of laceration of the cervix. 

The discussion supported the statements of the writer 
that this operation was the only one which would give 
relief to a long array of troubles, many of which might 
have lasted for years, Several interesting cases were 
given, where the patients sufferers for years—one for 
twenty years—were radically and permanently relieved 
by tracheoloraphy. 


F. F. Cassedy, M.D., Kansas 


0. 8. Runnels, M. 


Cc, M. 
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Dr. Wm. H. BieLeR presented a paper entitled 
‘* Afier-Pains " in which he said that there is at times 
a difficulty in distinguishing between a physiological and 
a pathological process, but we may in general say that 
when a physiological act is attended with discomfort or 
pain to the organism it becomes pathological and de- 
mands the attention of the physician. Child-bearing 
should be a purely physiological act, so also the subse- 
quent process of involution of the emptied uterus ; when 
either, therefore, is accompanied with pain, this is a 
proof of some existing pathological condition. 

This is in the last instance always the constitutional 
individuality of the patient. 

The occasion of after-pains is either, first, retention of 
coagula or bits of placenta ; or second, a purely neuralgic, 
irritable condition of the uterus. 

These occasions, as well as the after-pains themselves, 
are to be carefully diagnosed by attention to accompany- 
ing symptoms. 

The treatment should be mainly prophylactic. The | 
physical individuality of the patient should be the con- 
stant object of the homeopathic physician's care during 
her pregnancy. After the birth of the child, Credé’s 
method of emptying the womb should be carried out, 
followed if necessary by a dose of Ergot (fluid extract) 
and a pressure bandage. In neuralgic conditions the | 
accompanying symptoms will generally indicate the | 
locally-acting homeopathic remedy more likely to re- 
lieve. Only in rare cases, where the patient's decided 
idiosyncrasy predominates over the local pathological 
condition, will we have to look beyond such medicines 
as cavloph, nux vom., arn., china, ete. 


REPORTS OF BUREAU OF OPHTHALMOLOGY, OTOLOGY, 
AND LARYNGOLOGY, } 
An unsuccessful attempt was made to abolish this 
bureau. 
Dr. F. PARK Lewis presented the following papers : 
‘*Brain and the Eye,” F. Park Lewis, M.D., Buffalo, 
LY 


. Syphilis and the Eye,” J. H. Buffum, M,D., Chicago, 


Ill 

‘‘Suppurative Keratitis in Exhaustive Fevers,” W. 
A. Phillips, M.D., Cleveland, O. 

** Exanthemata and the Eye,” George 8. Norton, M.D., 
New York. 
‘*Glioma of Retina,” C, H. Vilas, M.D., Chicago, Il. 

‘*Cancer and the Eye,” D. J, McGuire, M.D., Detroit, 
Mich, 

‘* Astigmatism,” W. H, Winslow, M.D., Pittsburgh, 
Pa. 

**Some Points for the Family Physician Concerning 
the Treatment of a Class of Cases which Become Gradually 
Deaf,” C, Th, Liebold, M.D., New York. 

On motion, the papers were accepted and referred. 

The paper of Dr. Vilas contained the history of sev- 
eral cases treated by him. 

Dr. Buffum's paper embraced all the various diseases 
of the eye, which are the results of syphilitic taint, 
hereditary or acquired, 

The papers of this bureau had all been carefully pre- 
pared, but being on subjects with which the members of 
the Institute had had buta limited experience, little or no 
discussion was elicited. We regret that we are not able 
to obtain abstracts of them with one exception. 

Dr. F. Park Lewis read a paper entitled, ‘‘ The 
Eye and the Brain.” He says the intimate connection 
between the eye and the brain—neurotic and vascular— 
with the osteal and periosteal extension of the calvarium 
into the orbit, renders an involvement of any of these 
structures of paramount importance in the considera. 
tion of ophthalmic Gifficulties, while oft times obscure 
cerebral symptoms may be cleared away by a careful 
examination of the eye. Dr. Bigler has said before the 


| dilated. 
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Penn. Hom. Med. Society, that the best interests of the 
patient are subserved when the physician is a specialist 
and the specialist a physician. The truth is, that in 
many instances, so occult are the factors of diseage that 
their discovery demands at once, as a preliminary, the 
broadest generalization and the closest analysis. The 
first is the result of an experience so vast in universal 
clinica] history as to be precluded by the narrower lines 
of specialism ; the latter necessitates a familiarity with 
the specific tissues involved and a manual dexterity that 
the busy practitioner may not obtain. The exigencies 
of practice will net always allow a combination of 
forces, and it rests with the physician to determine the 
value of the symptoms and to interpret their meaning. 
It sometimes happens that marked ophthalmic disorders 
may have a direct constitutional bearing; or, on the 
other hand, that systemic diseases may be manifested 
at an early stage in the eye. The work of this bureau 
for the present year has been chosen with the view of 
touching on those subjects which are invested with a 
common interest, and it is the object of this paper to 
suggest merely—not at all to enter into a detailed 
description of—some of the general disorders in which, 
when suspected, the condition of the eye may aid in the 
diagnosis. 

Unconsciously, perhaps, to himself, the more manifest 
ophthalmic symptoms are often suggestive to the 
observing physician of the diseases or habits of the 
patient. 

The protruding eyeballs and chronic conjunctivitis 
of the bon vivant, the excessive lachrymation and ocu- 


| lar hyperemia of the habitual tippler, giving him the 
bleary eye, with which we are only too familiar; the 


spasmodic squint of wormy children, the bloating of 
the lower lid in renal disease, and of the upper in 
mitral insufficiency ; the eye in ‘‘ wild frenzy rolling” 
in cerebral hyperemia ; the jaundiced hue that betrays 
a guilty liver, are all well known and pathognomic 
signboards that all who run may read. 

But the habit of making routine examinations of the 
eye will necessitate a closer individualization. The 
appearance of the lids ; the size, shape and the mo 


| bility of the pupils ; the movements of the eyeballs, 


and even the general condition of the optic nerve and 
retina, must be considered. 

Refractive anomalies may often be shrewdly guessed 
from the general appearance. A protruding, staring 
eye, with a widely dilated pupil, is more than likely to 
be a near-sighted one; while small eyes, with con- 
tracted pupils, between high cheek bones, and separated 
by a low, flat-bridged «nose, are with equal probability 
hypermetropic. The indications suggested by the 
pupils are frequently of much value. For here, 
through the nee As filaments from the otic 
ganglion, disturbances from remote organs may be 
manifested ; and through the pupilary branches of the 
third nerve, the cerebro-spinal system is directly in- 
volved. 

During accommodation, in looking upon light, or 
from local electrization, the pupil contracts, and con- 
versely when the accommodation is at rest, as in looking 
at a distance in dim light or in darkness, the pupil is 
Should it not respond to light or the acoommo- 
dative effort, it need not of necessity indicate local 
enervation. The pupilary margin may be adherent to 
the, lens capsule from former iritis, or the eye may be 
amaurotic. In either case the pupil would be immov- 
able. 

In chorea the pupils are usually dilated and do not 
respond to light. Rosenthal is said to have seen the 
dilatation wholly disappear spontaneously after the termi 
nation of the clrorea, but was not able, even by direct 
local electrical stimulation to change the pupils during 
the continuance of the disease. He considered the phe 
nomenon, therefore, to be due to spasm of the dilator 
pupille muscle, caused by irritation of the centrum 
spinala. 





In epilepsy the pupil is usually dilated at the begin- 
ning and during the continuance of an attack, the fun- 
dus being anwmic. As the attack passes away the pupil 
contracts. 

In hysteria the most various ophthalmic phenomena 
have been observed. Sometimes the retina is hyperes- 
thetic and the room must be darkened; again the 
brighest light is welcomed. Certain colors may be 
objectionable—noticeably red. Flashes of light with 
visionary hallucinations are not uncommon. Indeed, 
Charcot, in his ‘* Localization in Diseases of the Brain,” 
goes so far as to say: 


bral lesions as with those simply hysterical. Abstrac- 

tion seems to exhibit here its proverbial changeability ; 

the unilateral amblyopia of hysterics differs in no essen- 

tial character from the crossed cerebral amblyopia, 
ized as having an organic origin.” 

Galazowsky has also observed complete amaurosis. 
In the cases that these gentlemen have noticed the 
visual defect has usually been unilateral and associated 
with hemianesthesia of the affected side. 

The blindness, even if total, may suddenly disappear. 

The ocular symptoms constitute one of the marked 
characteristics of Basedow’s disease. 

Von Graefe has pointed out as an early diagnostic 
feature, that even before marked ophthalmus has ob- 
tained, the upper lid loses its power to move in harmony 
with the ball in looking up or down. 

The ocular protrusion may not occur, however, till 
long after the cardiac symptoms have assumed promi- 
nence, In cerebral hemorrhage the pupils may or may 
not be indicative of the central disturbance. Nothnagel 
has noticed that a high degree of myosis is an almost 
invariable symptom of hemorrhage on the pons. Slight 
hemorrhages may be followed by hemiopia, which grad- 
ually passes 7 as the clot is absorbed, or which may 
be permanent. have now under observation a case in 
which a vertical division line shuts off half the visual 
field, no — apoplectic attack having ever occurred. 
Future strokes may be anticipated, however. 

Optic neuritis rarely, if ever, follows simple cerebral 
ae The principal conditions which may be 
manifi by swelling of the optic nerve, are brain 
tumors, meningitis in some of its varieties, lead poison- 
ne, and Bright’s disease—pre-eminently the granular 
kidney. 

Annuske has said that optic neuritis is almost without 
exception an attendant upon cerebral tumors, and conse- 
quently oceupies a front rank among the symptoms of 
intracranial neoplasms. 
observed that excessive swelling of the nerve may be 
found with good visual acuity. Among the symptoms 
of foreign growths within the brain subjective sensa- 
tions of light are not rare, and not infrequently persis- 
tent strabismus is developed. Headache is almost 
invariably a symptom, the intensity of which may vary, 
from a sensation of weight simply to an almost unin- 
durable pain. The pain is walle remittent, but it may 
assume a distinct intermittent type. Attacks of vomit- 
ing, which are purposeless, little more than mucus being 
ejected, accompany the cephalalgia, so that in the early 
stages it is not difficult to believe the trouble to arise 
from some biliary derangement. A very unusual case 
,came under my observation, some two years since, in 
which every nerve of special sense, excepting that of 
touch, was involved. 

The patient, a lady about thirty-two years of age, had, 
for nearly a r, been suffering from most intense 
headaches, which she located at the base of the brain. 
Indeed, she had suffered in this way from childhood, but 
the attacks were less frequent and much less severe. 
In January, 1879, she applied for the relief of a persis- 
tent and of late rather rapid loss of sight. Vision in one 
eye was found to be but #4, and in the other ¥,°, or the 
normal, A _ at the fundus revealed an alarming 
condition, he optic disc was choked and swollen 
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‘Even as relates to visual | 
troubles, absolutely the same things occur in real cere- | 


It is a fact that has often been 
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(Staaring’s pupilla) the retinal veins being turgid and 
tortuous, dipping quite out of sight in the edematous 
retina, and then reappearing. No hemorrhagic spots 
could be discovered. The pain in the head was remittent, 
each attack being agonizing, and leaving a sense of 
weight and dullness in the occiput in the intervals, 
Hearing was normal and both membrane tympani ap 
peared to be in perfect condition, yet there was continual 
tinnitus, although not of sufficient intensity to be a 
source of annoyance. ‘The sense of smell was completely 
abolished, strong agua ammonia could not be distin 
guished from aqua pura, ‘The gustatory nerve was also 
paralyzed, and sweet, bitter, or acid was alike insipid. 
The power of muscular co-ordination was not affected, 
| although there appeared to be a little uncertainty in the 
|gait. Digestive and uterine functions normal. = It 
| would seem that there could be no question of the diag 
| nosis of cerebral tumor. Under the first decimal tritu 
| ration of gelseminum to my surprise many of the symp 
| toms were relieved. The neuro-retinal swelling grew 
|}less, and the pain ceased entirely for four weeks. 
| Vision improved slightly, and pungent articles of food 
{could be tasted. At the end of a month the pain re 
}turned, the attacks occurring with regularity on the 
| same’ days of each week and accompanied with vomiting 
jand chill. Soon two sach attacks would occur weekly, 
and finally they came daily. Remedies appeared to 
exert no beneficial influence whatsoever. Without enter 
ing into the details of this very interesting case, sutlice 
it to say that change of air was advised, and the summer 
was spent at Avon, where again complete relief followed. 
The benefit was of short duration, however, and soon 
the symptoms were renewed with increased intensity. 
The condition of the vision now being subordinate to the 
alarming constitutional symptoms, Dr, A. R. Wright as 
sumed charge of the case, until the death of the patient, 
which occurred a few months later. Before death she 
became absolutely blind, the intellect remaining un 
clouded to the last. ‘To our great regret an autopsy was 
not permitted. 

The details of a case of brain tumor also involving all 
| of the speeial senses except that of touch, is given in the 
| February number of the Buffalo Medical and Surgical 

Journal for the present year. In this case, however, 
the portio mollis was much more deeply involved ; its 
| functions being wholly suspended for some time before 
| death, Pain had been referred to the frontal region is 
and the post-mortem examination revealed the presence 
|of a fibre-sarcoma in the right anterior lobe in the re 
| gion of the cribriform plate of the ethmoid. 

Meningitis in some of its forms is often accompanied by 
| optic neuritis. Hughlings Jackson says that in doubtful 
| cases of tuberculosis of the meninges, swelling of the 
discs, while not pathognomonic, is at least of value in 
helping to the diagnosis of some kind of acute intra 
cranial disease. 

It is in cervbro-spinal meningitis, however, that impli 
cation of the optic nerves most frequently occurs, and 
the briefest attacks may result most disastrously. 

While I write, an interesting case in point is presented: 

A rugged, heavy fellow of 20 years says that he was 
paralyzed when an infant so that the lower limbs were 
Sctelenn. After an illness of seven months he began to 
recover, but he never regained completely the power of 
motion in the affected limbs. He now walks with some 
difficulty, aided by a cane. In February, 1881, after ex- 
posure to a cold rain, he had a hard chill, which lasted 
about an hour, with severe spinal headache. No fever 
| followed the chill, and after an hour, although the head 
| was still painful, was able to resume his work, that of 

shoemaking. From that time the headaches became very 
persistent, and vision rapidly failed, till in June of the 
same year he was able only to distinguish large objects 
moved between the eyes and the light. He has had 
much dizziness with twitching of the face; also a ten- 
dency to draw the corner of the mouth toward the right 
side, with a feeling of numbness on that side, An 
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examination of the eyes made at this time, May, 1882, 
reveals complete white atrophy of both discs with 
absolute blindness. 

The pathological condition in this case was in all 
probability a subacute meningeal inflammation, seriously 
involving the optic and partially the facial nerves. 

It is an interesting question to determine what (if any) 
influence the infantile paralysisexerted upon the present 
diseased condition, and what might have been its etiologi- 
cal significance, In Bright’s disease, loss of sight is not 
usually an early manifestation, yet frequently the renal 
trouble may for a long time be overlooked, and it is the 
condition of the retina that finally suggests an examina- 
tion of the urine. The ophthalmoscopic appearances 
are quite characteristic, and are fully described in works 
on the eye. 

Brudenell Carter adopts Sir Wm. Gull’s belief, that 
that form of nephritis known as Bright’s disease has 
its origin in conditions which affect the arterioles of the 
body generally, and not merely those of the kidneys ; 
‘*for the renal degeneration in some cases precedes the 
presence of albumen in the urine, and is mostly a very 
early symptom, though sometimes it only appears at a 
late period.” 


. a 
I have not spoken of osteoma of the orbit, as their | 


effect upon the eye is usually that resulting from me- 
chanical pressure only, although occasionally the cerebral 
disturbance which their presence occasions is manifested 
by swelling of the optic nerve and retina. I have said 
enough, however, to indicate some of the conditions in 
which the brain and the eye may together be involved, 
and to show the necessity in doubtful or obscure cere- 
bral conditions of borrowing ophthalmoscopic aid in 
reaching a diagnosis. 


REPORT OF THE BUREAU OF MICROSCOPY AND HISTOL- 
OGY. 

Dr. J. Epwarps Smits, Chairman, presented the 
following papers : 

‘Prof. Koch's Bacteriain Tubercles—a Great Fallacy ” 
—R. R. Gregg, M.D., Buffalo, N. Y. 

‘**Report of Microscopic Examinations and Tritura- 
tions ”"—Conrad Wesselheeft, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

“The Lycopodium Fallacy "—W. H. Winslow, M.D., 
Pittsburgh. Pa. 

‘*Microscopical Examinations of Carbo Veg.”—E. 
Rushmore, M.D., Plainfield, N. J. 

‘“* Hyaline Casts "—J, C. Morgan, M.D., Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

‘** Does Picric Acid Produce Fatty Degeneration of 
“ blood Corpuscles?”—L. B. Couch, M.D., Nyack, 

Y 


** Remarks and Suggestions Concerning Certain Homee- 
opathie Triturations "—J. Edwards Smith, M.D., Cleve- 
land, O. 

Dr. Smiru’s paper showed the experiments which he 
had performed during the past year upon certain tritu- 
rations, especially auruwm metallicum. He found that 
the 30th trit. contained as much gold as the 6th. The 
material had been submitted to an assay. 

At the close of the report the following resolution was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the Bureau of Pharmacology be in- 
structed to continue the investigations as to the purity 
and faithfulness of drag attenuations sold by our pharm- 
acists, so well begun by Profs. J. Edwards Smith, N. 
B. Woods, and Conrad Wesselheeft, and that the results 
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On motion, a resolution of thanks was extended to 
Prof. N. B. Wood, of Cleveland, who had very efficiently 
aided Dr. Smith in performing the experiments. 


THIRD DAY. 
BUREAU OF SURGERY. 
rted the following papers in the 
homas, Chairman : 


Dr. J. E. JAMES re 
absence of Dr. A. R. 

“An Emergency in Surgery”—C. L. Green, M.), 
Providence, R. I. 

** Relations between Waste Cells and Pathological 
Formations with Special Reference to Neoplasms of the 
Breast ’”’—H. I Ostrom, M.D., New York. 

‘Carcinoma of the Rectum”—G, A. 
Chicago, Ill. 

** Antiseptic Surgery "—I. T. Talbot, M.D., Boston, 
Mass. 

“* Osteotomy ”"—J. E. James, M.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 

‘* Chloroform "—L. H. Willard, M.D., Allegheny, Pa. 

** Antisepsis "—J. H. McClelland, M.D., Pittsburgh, 
"a. 


Hall, M.D., 


The paper of Dr. J. E. JAMEs dealt with the operation 
of osteotomy as it is applied to the correction of deform 
ities of limbs, occurring in rachitic cases after the dis 
ease is staid ; and second, for vicious position after 
fracture and joint diseases. The saw should only le 
used in resection, of course, and when necessary to cut 
above the trochanter of femur. The chisel and hammer 
producing less laceration of tissue and no débris, are 
best adapted to most cases, The fore section in genu 
valgus being mostly in the femur, and the bending and 
twisting of the same more frequently causes the condi- 
tion than either excessive growth of the one or lack of 
development of the other condyle. The Doctor related 
the history of two cases, one with genu valgus in both 
legs, and the other, in consequence of an injury there 
was genu valgus, acquired talipes of both feet, with 
the left leg bent at an angle of 45°. Operation was suc- 
cessful in both cases. 

Dr. GREEN’s paper referred to sudden asphyxia oc 
curring under ether, during a slight operation, Reme- 
dial measures were used without effect, even to trache 
otomy, which revealed a large fragment of meat in the 
trachea. This was removed, but cyanosis still continued 
and artificial respiration could not be established until a 
catheter was introduced into the trachea, and only then 
by persistently using artificial respiration for some time. 

Dr. HAL referred to the general fatal results follow 
ing an operation for carcinoma recti, and to the unsatis 
factory effects of medication. 

Dr. McCLELLAND, in a very general outline of the 
subject-matter, offered the following questions: 1, Have 
results justified the practice? and 2, To what extent is 
| it advisable or necessary? The first he thought might 
| be answered in the affirmative—all things being equa! 
| As regards the second, the writer had, as a rule given up 
| the use of the spray, but always washed the wound in 
carbolized water and applied antiseptic dressings. 
| Dr. WuLLARD’s paper took up the question of chloro- 
| form in its various phases of benefits and rs, and 
| held that chloroform should be used in preference to 
ether in cases of shock, debility, anwmic cases, and 
|children. He also desired to know where or when 
| chloroform should be used. What is the legal respon- 





as to the character of each preparation, and as to the | sibility? Will ether always produce anesthesia? 


pharmacy producing it, be reported at the next annual | 


meeting. 

On motion it was resolved that a voluntary subscrip- 
tion fund should be started, to enable the Bureau of 
Pharmacology to continue the experiments begun by the 
Bureau of Microscopy. About $250.00 was raised at 


once, 


In answer to the question of the legal responsibility in 
| case of accidents happening under the use of chloroform, 
|it was the opinion of the members that the operator 
| could only be held liable for misuse, the same as in the 
|ease of arsenic, morphia, or any other powerfal drug 
Chloroform seemed to be anesthetic most preferred and 
frequently used. 





NEW YORK MEDICAL TIMES, 








Dr. OsTROM said :—Increasing morphological know}- 
edge adds to the difficulty of determining where phys- 
iology ends and pathology begins. 

All vitality is of one kind, and the vital action which 
is not for the highest good and well-being of the organ- 
ism, is by analogy believed to act according to phys- 
jological laws, but physiological laws perverted ; that is 
to say, physiological and pathological Jaws are akin, 
hence, a knowledge of physiology is essential to a study 
of pathology. 

The causes of cellular degeneration are inherited or 
acquired. When inherited, the predisposition is proba- 
bly confined to a particular tissue and its several forms. 
Circumstances of nutrition and age determine the 
development of inheritance, but the development and 
growth, for example, of an inherited epithelial cancer 
proceeds upon physiological laws of nutrition as truly as 
the development of osseous tissue. Acquired cellular 
deviations occur, though rarely, much as spontaneous 
generaton takes place—that is, the grafting of a high 
upon a low form of nature. 

There is probably no retrograde action in the indi- 
vidual cell, but when a cell presents a low form, it has 
probably retained one of the stages through which it 
would pass towards perfection. 

All neoplasms cannot be accounted for upon these 
hypotheses ; the waste cells of physiological nutrition 
may be regarded asa central point for cellular deviation 
The waste cells accompany all y hysiological actions, and 
their office is to pass into the lymphatics, in the glands 
of which, and in the medulla of bones, they probably 
are converted into white blood corpuscles. 

The secretions are more rich in waste cells than any 
other organs, and of all glands the breasts deserve con- 
sideration in this connection, because of their periodical 
activity and repose, and their intimate relations with the 
reproductive orgaps. 

When the waste cells of lactation, which resemble 
embryomal cells, are hypo-nourished, they are arrested 
in the gland stroma, and become misplaced epithelial 
cells ; as such they are susceptible to the development 
of a constitutional disease. 

The waste cells may also be arrested in the glandule 
trabecule ; and ‘in disease of the lymphatic gland, the 
result is the same—the cells develop endogeniously, and 
a centre of independent action is begun. What is true 
of epithelial cells, also applies to connective tissue cells, 
but the latter are more migratory, and therefore convey 
disease, Malignancy does not reside in any particular 
cells save through inheritance, and as inheritance effects 
cells already abnormal, a constitution capable of trans- 
mission may be «acquired through individual malnutri- 
tion and degeneracy of function. The epithelial waste- 
cells of lactation form the most frequent nidus for the 
development of mammary tumors, and these are acted 
upon by circumstances which determine the malignant 
or benign character of the neoplasm. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND SELECTION OF THE NEXT 
PLACE OF MEETING, 

Niagara was unanimously selected as the place of 
meeting of the Institute for 1883. The time was left to 
the judgment of the Executive Committee. 

The following were placed in nomination for the re- 
spective offices. No second nomination for any office, 
and the Secretary was kept busy counting the ballot, It 
was a rare love feast in the history of the Institute. 

PRESIDENT, 
BUSHROD W. JAMES, M.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Vick-PRESIDENT, 
O. S. RUNNELS, M.D., Indianapolis, Ind. 
TREASURER, 
E. M, KELLOGG, M.D., New York, N. Y. 





GENERAL SECRETARY, 
J. C. BURGHER, M.D., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


PROVISIONAL SECRETARY, 
T. M. Srrone, M.D., Allegheny, Pa. 


BOARD OF CENSORS, 
Chairman, F. R. McMANUS, M.D., Baltimore, Md., 
R. B. RUSH, M.D., Salem, O., 
D. 8. SMITH, M.D., Chicago, IIL, 
F. H. ORME, M.D., Atlanta, Ga., 
MILLIE J. CHAPMAN, M.D., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dr. McMAnvs, in acknowledging his election, stated 
that he had never missed but one meeting out of the 
thirty-five sessions, and he believed that this was the 
thirty-fourth time he had returned his thanks to the 
members of the Institute for electing him to the Board 
of Censors. 

Dr. J. C. GUERNSEY, of Philadelphia, Pa., presented 
his resignation as Provisional Secretary, to take effect at 
the close of the session. On motion, the resignation was 
accepted, and Dr. T. M. Strong, of Allegheny, was 
elected to fill the unexpired term. 

The Institute adjourned at 6 P. M., to attend the ban- 
quet, tendered by the physicians of Indiana to the mem- 
bers of the American Institute and their friends. 


THE BANQUET. 


Dr. F. H. Orme, of Atlanta, Ga., presided as toast- 
master and spoke briefly, as follows: The banquet is a 
common incident of the meetings of the American Insti- 
tute of Homeopathy, which aims at improvement, frater 
nity and enjoyment, Although we are the guests of our 
hospitable Indiana hosts, we are still, in a sense, in fam- 
ily meeting, enjoying a sort of love-feast. At least we 
are in the house of our friends, and can, without impro- 
priety, speak of ourselves; we may even indulge in self- 
congratulations and self-glorification; we are really 
proud of our Institute—its meetings and its work. 

Our gatherings at these annual sessions, comprising, 
as they do, members from all parts of our country, and 
often from other lands, represent an aggregate of 
travel, in coming and going, of hundreds of thousands 
of miles. Surely, this indicates something of import 
ance. Hither have come many who have brought the 
elaborated productions of active and cultivated minds, and 
here are compiled the valuable collections which go to 
make up. the admirable volumes of Transactions of the 
American Institute of Homeopathy. And what vol- 
umes they are! Are they not matchless? May you not 
challenge the world and ask, Where can be found vol 
umes of any medical association, of equal merit, of equal 
usefulness to the profession and to humanity? And will 
not echo bring back to you the only answer. When the 
circulars outlining the work for these meetings and the 
announcements of our colleges represented here, show- 
ing that every department of medical study is included, 
are taken in connection with these volumes of Transac- 
tions, they prove the universality of the investigations 
of homeopathic physicians and the comprehensive scope 
of their practice. And yet (can it be believed ?) there are 
those ignorant enough or graceless enough to impute 
exclusiveness to homceopathists! Shame mantle the 
cheek of him who will thus wena | traduce ! 

Besides the advantages accruing to the profession and 
to the people from these assemblages, there is a satis- 
faction and an enjoyment in them to which it is agreea- 
ble at this happy moment to refer. It has been said by 
some philosopher that he who shall have half a dozen 
friends in the course of his life-time may account him- 
self fortunate, and such, perhaps, may the common 
case, but those who witness the warm and hearty greet- 
ings which take place at these gatherings will readily 
conclude that the fortunate members of this Institute 
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ean number their friends by scores, if not by hundreds. 
Here it is that we meet friends and make friends. In- 
deed, we should all be friends. 

There is heart-cure and there is brain-cure in these 
meetings. There is rest to the mind and tothe feelings 
in the respite from the cares of professional life. There 
is ete and there is refreshment in the com- 
minglings in which views, and feelings, and experi- 
ences are compared. The members return to their 
homes and to their labors with enlarged knowledge, 
often with new books, new remedies and ‘new instru- 
ments, always with new ideas and new feelings, and 
sometimes with new leases of life. And then there are 
the treasured memories which are borne away, and 
which cannot be obliterated—which are a comfort and 
a solace beyond even the time in which ability to gather 
at the banquet continues. 

Long, long may we gather as years roll around, 
At these Institute meetings—wherever they’re found ; 


And may memories grateful, and lasting, and sweet, 
Be the part of each member, whenever we meet! 


He then announced the following toasts, the responses 
to each and all being fully up to, if not surpassing, those 
of similar entertainments in previous years, Amidst 
so much of excellence comparisons cannot be drawn, 
The menu was excellent and the toasts as follows : 
1. ‘‘ To Samuel Hahnemann.” In silence and stand- 
ing. ' 
2. “ The American Institute of Homeopathy, the old- 
est National Medical Organization in America.” Re- 
sponse by the PRESIDENT and PRESIDENT ELECT. 

3. ‘‘ Our Senior Members.” Response by 
JONES, M. D. 

4. ‘‘ Our Literature.” Response by R. LuDLAM, 

5. ‘The Western Academy of Homeopathy.” 
sponse by Henry W. Rosy, M.D. 

“The Indiana Institute of Homeopathy.” 

sponse by C. S. FanNEstock, M.D. 


E. D. 


Re- 
Re- 


7. “The State of Indiana.” Response by His Excel- 


lency GOVERNOR PoRTER. 
8. ‘ The Brazen Serpent.” 
W. REED. 
9. ‘‘ The Public Press.” Response by Mr. G. C. 
CocuRANn, Courier Journal, Louisville, Ky. 
10. ‘* Poetry.” The Object Lesson. By Indiana's 
poet, Mr. JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY. 
11. ‘‘ Jo our Friends in Old England.” 
. Dake, M.D. 
2. ‘* Tothe Ladies.” Mrs. C. T. CANFIELD, M.D. 
13. ‘“‘ Our Host.” Response by O. 8S, RUNNELS, M.D. 
Chairman Loca] Committee. 


Response by Rev. Myron 


Response by 
J. 


FOURTH DAY. 


REPORT OF THE BUREAU OF. PSYCHOLOGICAL 
MEDICINE. 


In the absence of the Chairman, Dr, 8. LinrenrHa., 
the following paper was presented by Dr. Purio G. 
VALENTINE. “ Tapeworm—Its relations to Insanity,” 
P. G. Valentine, M.D. ' 


The paper referred to a case of a young man in which 
insanity followed the presence of tapeworm through 
reflex irritation of the terminal nerves of the cerebro 
spinal system. All known measures had been used to 
favor expulsion of the worm. 

Dr. J. H. McCLEeLLanpD thought the irritation was 
through the sympathetic nervous system rather than the 
cerebro-spinal, 

In the experience of Dr. T. C. DUNCAN an emulsion of 
pumpkin seed had never failed to remove the worm. It 
was equally successful in cases occurring in children. 
He usually gave the emulsion in milk, giving one dose 
at night, while fasting, and another in the morning, to 
be followed in two hours by a dose of oil, If the head 
does not come away, sections of the worm are again 
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: 
passed. He did not think it was difficult to tell when the 

| head had passed ; the microscope would show whether it 
was the head or not. New sections frequently appeared 
within six weeks. 


| Dr. M. M. WALKER related a case where after the 
failure Of all remedies the patient went to a specialist, 
| whose treatment removed the worm two hours after it 
| was begun. She had had two children while the para 

Another case was relieved by the 


be r 
| site was still present. 
water treatment and movement cure. 


Dr. T. P. Wagon thought the going without food 
was an important point. and that a longer period of fast- 
ing woald prove an efficient aid in removing the worm, 
and would not be dangerous to the patient. 


Dr. WALKER thought the gnawing hunger which was 
present in these cases would not permit of a long fasting 
without great discomfort. 


Dr. I. T. TaLBor had used the following with good 
| results; take of pomegranate root, one pound, place it in 
one quart of water, and reduce by evaporation to one 
pint, which should be given in two equal doses. 


Dr. BREYFOGLE referred to a specialist who was able 
to tell whether worms were present or not, by the con 
dition of the mucous membrane of the mouth and the 
odor of the breath.’ He had tried to detect these altera 
tions but never succeeded. 


REPORT OF THE BUREAU OF PADOLOGY. 


The papers of this bureau, in the absence of the Chair- 
man, were read by title and referred. Besides other 
papers whose titles could not be obtained, we have the 
following : 


*‘A Rare Sequela of Scarlatina—Chronic Hydroce. 
phalus,” Corresta T. Canfield, M.D. 

** Atrophy in Children.” W.H. Jenney, M.D. 

Dr, Canfield’s paper contained an interesting account of 
child, who, during the desquamative stage had been ex 
posed to a draft of air. Acute symptoms were set up, 
but they were controlled within 36 hours. Some weeks 
after this the child began to show a change in its moral 
nature, became fretful and irritable, while formerly it had 
had a very affectionate disposition. Failure in the 
power of motion soon followed this, and from time to 
time new symptoms of the hydrocephalic stages showed 
themselves, together with those of paralysis. The case 
terminated fatally about one year and a half from its in 
ception. It was to be regretted that the paper could 

| not be discussed. 


Dr. JENNEY said that atrophy is the result of other 
diseases, and not an idiopathic disease initself. Atrophy 
of children, or tabes mesenterica, like other forms of 
disease, has its exciting and predisposing causes. The 
exciting causes are: ist, Atmospheric; Excessive 
changes from hot to cold or vice versa, and from wet to 
dry, which cause electric changes ; noxious exhalations 
and malarias. 2d. Dietetic.—Food unfit for the diges 
tive organs of infancy ; food in too large quantities ; 
impure water, and too cold for the infant’s stomach. 
8d. Mental.—Depression of the nerve centres from 
exhausting discharges, 4th. Constitutional.—Heredity. 

Treatment.—ist, Prevention; 2d, Dietetic; 3d, 
Medicinal. 

ist, Prevention.—Clothing of a proper kind to guard 
the system against atmospheric changes. 2d. Dietetic. 
| —We must careful to follow out the physiological 
| functions of digestion of the child and give food proper 
for their digestion ; or, in other words, 1st, the natural 
|nurse; 2d, wet nurse; 3d, if this cannot be obtained, 
| give a mixed diet, containing starch, albumen and oil, 
| or oleaginous food—of course selecting for each child its 
| peculiar forms of digestion, Be sure and watch the 
functions of the pancreas as well as the liver and 
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stomach, as the great digester of oleaginous food is 
the pancreatic juice. 

Medical Treatment—Remedies.— A rsenicum, cal. carb., 
carb. an., phos., laurocérasus, argentum nit.. baryta 
carb., sulphur. 


REPORT OF THE BUREAU OF ANATOMY, PHYSIOLOGY 
AND PATHOLOGY. 


In the absence of the Chairman, the report was pre- 
sented by Dr. @. H. Wiison. ‘‘ Origin of Vaso-motor 
Nerves,” by Wm. Owens, M. D. 

Icterus.—‘‘ Atiatomically ” considered, by C. Vanarts- 

dalen, M. D. 
** Physiologically,” by John Malin, M.D. 
‘* Pathologically,” by H. Homer, M.D. 
‘*Perinephritis, with Suppuration,” in a boy three 
years old, by G. H. Wilson, M. D. 

Pror. Wm. OWEN’s paper was on ‘‘ Vaso-motor 
Nerves,” The author of the paper quotes numerous 
authorities to show that which is accepted as the re- 
ceived opinion in regard to the vaso-motor nerves—that 
they have their origin in the medulla oblongata and cer- 
tain portions of the cortex cerebri, that the antero- 
lateral columns of the spinal cord are the vase-motor 
track, and that the gray matter of the cord furnishes 
additional centers for vaso-motor filaments. 

He then controverts these views and quotes the same 
authorities to show that their experiments do not war- 
rant such conclusions, and argues that the phenomena 
ae vaso-motor paralysis following injuries to cer- 
tain portions of the brain or sections of the cord are but 
temporary, and in no case permanent, and therefore are 
not such as would follow such an injury to a true vaso- 
motor center or nerve track, but such as would arise from 
shock, affecting the organism from severe injury to im- 
portant or, 
injury, or interruption by compression, of a nerve center 
or track sufficient to destroy innervation would remain 
permanent during the continuance of the disability, 
which was not the case in any of the experiments made 
upon the brain, medulla or spinal cord, as reported. All 
recovered their functions again after a longer or shorter 
time, and in the case of frogs and eels the circulation 
continued without interruption, after both the brain and 


spinal cord had been totally destroyed for several weeks, | 


and the hearts of frogs continued to pulsate twelve 
hours after removal from the body, showing independent 
action and source of innervation. 

Qn the other hand, the author of the paper then 
affirms that there must be another vaso-motor centre, 
and searches for it in the ‘‘ solar plexus” or centre of the 
sympathetic (organic) system of nerves, and quotes 


q | 
Romberg, Volkmann, Schiff, Gottz, Mueller, Marshall 


Hall, Bidder, Burdon-Sanderson, Ross and others, to sus- 
tain this opinion, and shows that all of the functions of 
the circulation are under the control of this system of 
nerves and that many of the organs may and do act in- 
eC ant of the brain, medulla or spinal cord, and re- 
fers to the lower orders of animals to sustain this show- 
ing, and that they have as perfect a circulation without 
a brain, medulla or spinal cord as the higher animals and 
man have with such organs. 

The paper then proceeds to show that the functions of 
the vaso-motor nerves are confined to conditions essential 
to organic or physical life, such as circulation, nutrition, 
secretion, excretion, and respiration—functions common 
to vegetable as well as animal existence, and 
in degree by the micrococcus and the macrocosm, and 
quotes numerous experiments by the authors named, 
showing that the results of the experiments reported 
absolutely forbid the conclusions arrived at, upon any 
rational, physiological or natural basis ; finally, calling 
attention to the fact, almost universally overlooked, 
that the vaso-motor nerves sustain a most intimate 
relation to nearly, if not quite all morbid processes, 
and in many seem to furnish the leading features of the 


ns or nerves, and maintains that section, | 


morbid phenomena, and in all probability are the most 
active instrumentality in both the cause and cure of 
disease. 

Perinephritic Abscess, in a boy 3 years old, by Dr. 
Wilson. This case is presented on account of its rarity, 
and some points in its pathology and course, which ob 
scured its diagnosis. After a long walk, on a hot day, 
he had inflammation on the dorsum of the foot, followed 
by pain in the knee, and, a few days later, swelling in 
the left hip and bone. In a few weeks fluctuation was 
discovered near the kidneys, with rigors, fever and per- 
spiration in daily paroxysms. Aspiration removed eight 
ounces of slightly reddish pus ; repetitions gave six and 
three ounces respectively. Between the first and second 
aspiration pus to the amount of two or three ounces per 
day appeared in the urine duringtwo weeks, A pustule 
acne occurred about the parts. Also a fistulous opening 
at the seat of puncture, and two more farther forward 
and below. He recovered in about four months. The 
nephritic tremor was very sensitive. He lay with the 
thigh slightly flexed ; extension was very painful ; fur 
ther flexion was not much so. Etiology suspected to be 
a sting. Diagnosis varied from a sting through hip 
disease to perinephritis with multiple abscesses, one of 
which opened through the hilus of the kidney. Result, 
cure. Remedies, after first stage, sil., cal. ph., his. 
sulph. 

Sequel—Six months later the several small abscesses 
reappeared, opening repeatedly with infiltration of the 
connective tissue about the hip and above. Also an 
+ a eruption over the whole affected parts. 
Sul. 30. 


REPORT OF THE INTERCOLLEGIATE COMMITTEE. 





The report recommended that the question of certain 
irregularities in the so-called Homeopathic Medical 
| Colleges of Missouri be referred to the Committee of 
| Medical Education, and that the Institute request all 
| homeopathic medical colleges to deposit with the 
Bureau of Education a copy of their various charters, by 
laws, diplomas, rules and regulations. 

On motion, the report was adopted and referred. 
DECEASED 


SERVICE IN HONOR OF 


MEMBERS. 
Appropriate remarks were made upon the death of 
| Drs. Youlin, Gray, Preston, and others, by Drs. J. P. 
| Dake, Talbot, Valentine, Wilson, J. C. Guernsey and 
Kellogg. 


MEMORIAL 


UNFINISHED Business. 


The committee on the article ‘‘ Homm@opathy” in the 
Encyclopedia Britannica reported in substance that the 
publisher had promised to remedy anything which 
might appear incorrect, should a supplement be issued. 

| The report was received and the committee discharged. 
| The committee appointed on, the American reprint of the 
| Encyclopedia Britannica, by J. H. Stoddart & Co., re 
| ported that the Messrs. Stoddard had stated that if an 
| opportunity occurred to reprint the article, representa- 
| tive homeeopathic practitioners would be given the priv- 
| ilege to revise it. The report was received, and on mo- 
| tion, the committee was continued and the name of Dr. 
| P. Dudley added to it. 


NEw BUSINESS. 

The following resolution was offered by Dr. P. Dup 
| LEY, of Philadelphia. and on motion adopted. 
| Resolved, That it is the sense of the American Insti- 
| tute of Homeopathy that no physician can properly 
sustain the responsibilities or fulfil all the duties of his 


professional relations, unless he enjoys absolute free- 
dom of medical opinion and unrestricted liberty of pro 
fessional action as provided for in the code of ethics of 
this Institute. 
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On motion, the Bureau of General Sanitary Science, 
Climatology and Hygiene was amended so as to read 
‘* Sanitary Science.” 

The President appointed Dr. A. R. Wrient, of Buf- 
falo, Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements for 
18838. 

In consequence of a favorable report by the Board of 
Censors the following were elected to membership. 

Drs. Harriet Magee Fox, F. D. Olney, Robert R. Ray, 
Chas. W. Carroll, Robert W. Nelson McConnell, Benj. 
A. Bradley, Wm. H. Stover, H. R. Arndt, Sheldon 
Leavitt, Alfred A. Hipple, Henry M. Warren, A. H. 
Carville, Chas. H. Gilbert, Julia Holmes Smith, W. 
John Harris, Jas. H. Patten, H. A. Sherwood, F. Edgar 
Downey, C. A. Fahnestock, A. 8. Richardson, Paul D. 
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PHARMACOLOGY. 


H. W. Taylor, M.D, (Chairman), Terre Haute, Ind. 
J. Edwards Smith, M.D., W. L. Breyfogle, M.D., W 
H. Winslow, M.D., C. Wesselheft, M.D. 


PXDOLOGY. 


} 


| 
| Subject, ‘‘ Relation of Cerebral Disturbances to Disorders 
of the Alimentary System.” 

F. H. Orme, M.D. (Chairman), Atlanta, Ga. ; B. F. 
Dake, M.D., C. Ormes, M.D., O. T. Canfield, M.D., L. 
S. Ordway, M.D., W. A. Edwards, M.D., W. J. Murrell, 
M.D., 8. R. Hedges, M.D., A. H. Carville, M.D. 


OBSTETRICS, 





Bereaud, Jas. C. French, Arthur A. Camp, Wm. E. 
Leonard, Theo. H. Taylor, Henry L. Obetz, J David | 
M. Graham, Jos. C. Fahnestock, Columbus M., Pickett, | 
A. 8. Rosenburger, John M. Foster, Isaac D, George, | 
Wm. E. Green, Wm. H. Blakeley, Chas. W. Enos, John 
E. Gilman, Geo. F. Shears, Chandler Weaver, Reeder | 
8. Brigham, Chas. J. Lopez, Jas. D. Young, Edw. B, | 


Schley, T. F. H. Spreng, Jas. T. Boyd, C. C. Olmstead, | 


Thos, F, Church, Henry R. Stout. 


BUREAUS AND OOMMITTEES FOR 1883. 


ORGANIZATION, REGISTRATION, AND STATISTICS. 

I. T. Talbot, M.D. (Chairman), Boston, Mass.; T. 
Franklin Smith, M.D., H. M. Smith, M.D., L. Sherman, 
M.D., P. G. Valentine, M.D., R. B. House, M.D., 
Horace Packard, M.D., C. Mohr, M.D. 

MATERIA MEDICA AND PROVINGS. 
Subject, ‘‘ Model for Materia Medica.” 

J. P. Dake, M.D. (Chairman), Nashville, Tenn. ; Con- 

rad Wesselheft, M.D., A. C. Cowperthwaite, M.D., 


Wm. Owens, M.D., T. F. Allen, M.D., E. A. Farring- | 


ton, M.D., A. W. Woodward, M.D., H. R. Arndt, M.D., 
J. W. Hayward, M.D., Liverpool, Eng. ; J. P. Jousset, 
M.D., Paris, France ; Tomasso Cigliano, M.D., Naples, 
Italy. 
SANITARY SCIENCE, 
Subject, ‘‘ Social Science.” 
Introductory —D. H. Beckwith, M. D. 
Cleveland, O. 
Hygiene in Travelling—T. P. Wilson, M.D. 
™ of Food and Cooking—T. 8S. Verdi, M.D. 
“ Manufacturing—G. M. Ockford, M.D. 
‘** Schools—B. W. James, M.D. 
‘* Hospitals, Houses and Almshouses—W. 
H. Dickinson, M.D. 
‘** Prison Life—A. R. Wright, M.D. 
** Plans of Public Assembly Halls—E. U. 
Jones, M.D. 


SURGERY. 
Subject, ‘‘ Antisepsis.” 


J. H, McClelland, M.D. (Chairman), Pittsburgh, Pa. ; | 


L. H. Willard, M.D., G. A. Hall, M.D., N. Schneider, 
M.D., W. Tod Helmuth, M.D., D. W. Hartshorn, M.D., 
J. E. James, M.D., E. C. Franklin, M.D., C M. Thomas, 


M.D., H. I. Ostrom, M.D., C. 8. Fahnestock, M.D., C. | 


E. Walton, M.D., M. O. Terry, M.D., W. L. Jackson, 
M.D., F. E. Doughty, M.D., A. 8. Everett, M.D. 


OPHTHALMOLOGY, OTOLOGY, AND LARYNGOLOGY. 
Subject, ‘‘ Intra-ocular Disease.” 


James A, Campbell, M.D. (Chairman), St. Louis, Mo.; 
J. H, Buffum, M.D., F, Park Lewis, M.D., W. H. Win 
slow, M.D., G. 8. Norton, M.D,, H. C. Houghton, M.D., 
8. H. Vilas, M.D., W. A. Phillips, M.D., D. J. McGuire, 
M.D., H. C. Angell, M.D., D. B. Hunt, M.D., C. B, Cur- 
rier, M.D., M. T. Runnels, M.D, 


(Chairman), | 


Subject, ‘* Complications of Gestation.” 

M. M. Walker, M.D, (Chairman), Germantown, Pa. 

‘* Statistics of Gestation "—George B. Peck, M.D 

Promotion of Conception in the Sterile—W. D. Foster, 
M.D. 

Lesions of Digestion—L. C. Grosvenor, M.D. 

Mechanical Difficulties—L. L. Danforth, M.D. 

Heart Affections—R, F. Baker, M.D. 

Cystic Irritations—W. Wesselheft, M.D. 

Mental Phenomena—R. J. McClatchey, M.D. 

General Hygiene—C, Vanartsdalen, M.D. 

Prevention of Lactation—C. G. Higbee, M.D. 

Albuminaria—J. C. Sanders, M.D. 

Placenta Previa—aA. R. Barrett. 

4. 8. Walker, M.D. 

(Subject, ‘‘ Cellulitis.”’) 
| ©. 8. Runnels, M.D. (Chairman), Indianapolis, Ind. ; 
|H. Minton, M.D., C. Ormes, M.D., 8. P. Hedges, M.D., 
|R. C. Allen, M.D., W. H. Bigler,.M.D., B. F. Betts, 
M.D., 8S. 8. Lungren, M.D., R. Ludlow, M.D., F. F. 
Casseday, M.D. 


| 


| 
GYN ECOLOGY. 


MICROSCOPY AND HISTOLOGY. 

J. Edwards Smith, M.D. (Chairman), Cleveland, 0.; 
C. Wesselheeft, M-D., W. H. Winslow, M.D., E. Rush 
more, M.D., J. C. Morgan, M.D., L. B. Couch, M.D.., R. 
R. Gregg, M.D. 


CLINICAL MEDICINE. 
J. 8. Mitchell, M.D. (Chairman), Chicago, II]. 
ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY. 
Wm. Owens, M.D. (Chairman), Cincinnati, O. 
PSYCHOLOGICAL MEDICINE, 
8S. H. Talcott, M.D. (Chairman), Middletown, N. Y. 
COMMITTEE ON MEDICAL LITERATURE. 
P. Dudley, M.D. (Chairman), Philadelphia, Pa. 
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE, 
T. M. Strong, M.D. (Chairman), Allegheny, Pa. 
LEGISLATION, 
J. C. Morgan, M.D. (Chairman), Philadelphia, Pa. 
RAILWAY FARES. 
A. C. Cowperthwaite, M.D. (Chairman), Iowa City, la. 


} 
| 
| 


MEDICAL EDUCATION, 
Egbert Guernsey, M.D. (Chairman), New York, N. Y 
J. H. McClelland, M.D., W. L. Breyfogle, M.D., 5. 
A. Jones, M.D., L. S. Ordway, M.D., A. 8. Everett, 
M.D., J. K. Lee, M.D. 


| DELEGATES TO THE AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH ASSO- 
CIATION, 
| L. A. Falligaut, M.D., Savannah, Ga,; Wm. M. Cate, 
M.D., Salem, Mass. 
The usual vote of thanks was given the Local Com 
| mittee of Arrangements, officers, daily press, etc, 
There being no further business the Institute was on 
motion adjourned. 
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THE SENIORS. 
This organization, now numbering one hundred and 
three, held its annual reunion as usual. 


OPHTHALMOLOGICAL AND OTOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


The society was called to order by J. H. Buffum, M. 
D., President pro tem, with Dr. F. Park Lewis as Secre- 
tary. 

The following papers were presented : ‘‘ The Causes 
of Cataract” Dr. J. C. Burnett. 

Among the causes was the excesssive use of salt, of 
sugar, and of hard water. In the discussion which fol- 
lowed, the general feeling of the gentlemen present 
was not in support of his propositions, although they 
were deemed worthy of careful consideration. Dr. 
Buffum, in the treatment of partial cataract, had seen 
beneficial results follow the combined action of internal 
medication and local galvanism. Dr. Winslow ques- 
tioned the causative relation which the paper had pointed 
out between arterial scelrosis and cuticular opacity. 

**Cyclotomy ”"—Dr. B. W. James. 

The advantages of this operation in glaucoma was a 
perfect pupil remaining after the operation. 

‘* Malformation of the Ear ”—Dr. James A. Campbell. 

The external ear was small and distorted and the bony 
canal imperfect. The removal of the distorted lobe, 
strange to say, much improved the hearing—probably 
by allowing a more perfect bone conduction of sound. 

*« Extensive Burns and Scalds of the Eye ”"—Dr. C. H. 
Vilas. 

** Infantile Mastoidites ”"—J. H. Buffum, M.D. 

** Nyst us ”—Dr. J. A. Campbell. 

‘* Granular eye lids ””"—Dr. F. Park Lewis. 

Hygienic precautions were deemed as important as 
local adjuvants or internal medication. 

‘* Sympathetic Retinitis” —Dr. J. H. Buffum. 

Relief was affected by a removal of a portion of the 
optic nerve, the eyeball being left intact. 

** Anomalous Refractions”—Dr. T. P. Wilson. 

A beautiful and complicated instrument by which 
these local errors could be more readily determined. 

Drs. J. Compton Burnett, F. F. Cooper and R. E. 
Dudgeon, all of London, were elected honorary mem- 
bers. 

The following officers were elected : 

President, C. H. Vilas, M.D.; Vice-President, W. H. 
Winslow, M.D.; Sec. and Treas., F. Park Lewis, M.D. 

(T. M. 8.) 





A LETTER FROM 0. G. HIGBEE. 


[For THE MEDICAL TIMES.]} 
Having just returned from the meeting of the American 


Institute of Homeopathy at Indianapolis, I will fulfil | 


my promise to give your readers a few items about 
the late meeting of the ‘‘ American Medical Associa- 
tion” in this city. I was quite regular in attend- 


ance upon its sessions, going from one section to| 


another, as the programme seemed most inviting. 


Both before and since the meeting the principal topic 


of public and professional conversation has been the ac- 
tion of the New York Society and the position of the 
delegates from the Society in the Association. It is the 
boast of the ‘‘regulars” that they are united and har- 
monious. I obtained from one of their members a little 
inside view of how this harmony is secured. 

The Judicial’ Committee is the receptacle into which 
all disturbing questions are cast, and however acrimoni- 
ous and personal the discussions at these meetings the 
reports are made unanimous for the sake of harmony. 
When the report was made to the general session came 
the critical moment, and the progressive wide-awake ele- 


YORK MEDICA 


| convention, was : 


| hands (a dozen or more). 
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ignorence of the allopathic graduates who had been ex 
amined before that Board and advised the Association to 
attend more strictly to the proper education of their own 
members and talk less about the exclusion of men of 
other schools who were their peers in every particular. 

Technically, the New York delegates were excluded 
from participation in the proceedings. 

In fact, they took a prominent part in the discussions, 
and some of the sessions would have been exceedingly 
pointless and dull if those eminent New York men had 
not come to the rescue. 

I noticed that when the action of the New York Soci 
ety was condemned by the speakers that the demonstra- 
tions of approval came largely from young beardless 
doctors, who had imbibed the supposed wisdom of 
Palmer, McLaim, etc., while the older men, who knew 
from personal experience the untenable ground upon 
which this firm stand, were either silent or gave positive 
evidence of disapproval. 

The materialistic tendency of the allopathic mind was 
illustrated by the fact that a discussion over a plastic 
splint, or new curve in the obstetrical forceps would in 
sure two or three hundred listeners, while one of the 
best papers on diseases of children secured only eleven 
members as auditors ; when probably nineteen-twentieths 
of all the practice of a majority of the members is in 
treating the diseases of children, comment is unnecessary. 
The remark of a member of the convention to a lady 
friend of mine, who asked him what he thought of the 
‘*That he thought there was an un 
usual amount of brain among the members, but that it 
showed evident signs of grossness and dissipation.” 

The different sections were not well organized. The 
discussions are carried on in a desultory, town-meeting- 
like way, which is not conducive to logical presentation 
of facts and deductions, and as they have no short-hand 
reporter, each speaker is requested to write out for pub 
lication what he wishes he /ad said in the discussion 
Several papers were read that are valuable contributions 


| to medical science and creditable to their authors. 


The hospitality of the new Northwest is proverbial. 
The fact that the patrons of homeopathy contributed a 
large part of the funds to entertain allopathic delegates 
shows that our patrons have none of the exclusiveness 
that characterized the leaders of the convention. 

The great railroads extending far to the Northwest, 
generously ¢gave passes to all the delegates and their 
families, who wished to go to the end of their lines and 
return, and we are assured by the managers that they 
will do the same by the members of the ‘‘ American 
Institute of Homeopathy” when they meet here or at 
Lake Minnetonka. 

A large number went to Stillwater, one evening, to 
partake of the hospitalities of one of her generous citi- 
zens, and as it was late many were too weary to return 
until the next day. 

C. G. HIGBEE, 
Sr. Paut, MINN., June 20, 1882. 


TRANSLATIONS, GLEANINGS, ETC. 


BRoMIDE PorasstuM A REMEDY FoR WAaARrtTs.—Dr. 
W. W. Anderson, of South Carolina, states in (ail- 
lard’s Med. Monthly, that a lady, for whose teething 
child he had prescribed a strong solution of bromide 


| potassium, to be rubbed on its gums, informed him that 


the bromide, besides benefiting the child, had done 


| wonders for herself, relieving her hands of a number of 


warts which had been very troublesome to her. One of 
them was situated near the tip of the index finger which 
she used in applying the solution to the gums. Observ- 
ing some effect on the wart, she pared off the horny ex- 
terior and applied the bromide to the other warts on her 
In the course of a month the 


ment could not be entirely suppressed. A member of! warts had completely disappeared, without leaving a 


the Naval Examining Board gave many cases of gross 


' trace. 
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PasTEUR’s study of the nature of disease germs estab- 
lished the following principles, which are summarized 
by W. B, Carpenter. They are : 

1, That no organic fluid undergoes ntaneous fer- 
mentation or decomposition, even in the presence of | 
atmospheric air; any such action being originated and | 
maintained only by the developmental action of definite | 
organie germs, | 

2. That different kinds of fermentation (using that | 
term in its large sense) are produced by organic germs | 
of different species. Thus, while toruda sets going the | 
alcoholic fermentation in a saccharine wort, other fun- | 
goid germs will set up the.acetous, and others, again, the | 
putrefactive fermentation, when introduced into fluids 
of the same kind. 

3. That many different kinds of germs—notably, 
bacteria which produce putrefactive fermentation—are 
constantly floating in the ordinary atmosphere, so as to 
be almost certainly self-sown in any organic fluid freely 
exposed to it. 

4. That if these germs be removed by mechanical fil- 
tration, or be got rid of by subsidence, or be deprived of 
their potency by chemical agents which destroy their 
vitality, the most readily decomposable organic fluid may 
be subjected to the freest contact with the air from which 
the germs have been thus eliminated without undergoing 
any change. 

5. That as there is no such thing as fermentation 
without the presence of germ-particles, so there is no 
such thing as the spontaneous origination of such germs; 
each kind, when sown in the liquid, reproducing itself 
with the same regularity as in higher plants, and thus 
continuously maintaining its own type. 
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6. That such germ particles, when dried up, cannot 
only maintain their germinal power for unlimited 
periods, starting into renewed activity so soon as the re. | 
quisite conditions are supplied ; but that, in this state of 
dormant vitality they can be subjected to influences 
which would destroy the life of the growing plants— 
such as very high or very low temperature, the action | 
of strong acid or alkaline solutions and the like. The 
first application of these doctrines to the study of disease 
in the living animal was made in.a very important inves- 
tigation, committed to Pasteur by his old master in 
chemistry (the eminent and eloquent Dumas) into the 
nature of the pebrine which was threatening to destroy 
the whole silk culture of France and Italy. 2It had been 
previously ascertained that the bodies of the animals 
affected with this disease, whether in the worm, chrysalis 
or moth stage, swarm with peculiar minute corpuscles, 
which even pass into the undeveloped eggs of the female 
moth ; but there was no evidence that these corpuscles 
were independent, self-developing organisms introduced | 
from without ; many regarding their presence as a mere | 
expression or concomitant of the disorder, not as its 
cause. This most complicated and difficult inquiry not 
only proved completely successful as to what may be 
termed its commercial object, but, though it concerned 
only a humble worm, it laid the foundation of an entirely , 
new system and method of research into the nature and 
causes of a large class of diseases in man and the higher 
animals, of which we are now only beginning to see the 
important results. 


HINTS FOR THE DIGANOSIS OF OVARIAN TuMORS — 
Dr. A. Macdonald gives the following hints in the Edin 
burg Medical Journal for November : > 

1. Pregnancy.—The possibility of pregnancy, the 
signs and symptoms of pregnancy, and waiting if in 
doubt, place the diagnosis beyond possible mistake, with 
a fair measure of care. 

2. Hibroid.—A large fibroid with solid walls, leading 
to general enlargement of the uterus is easily diagnosed. 
The increased length which the sound enters, the fact 
that the uterus moves with the sound, the peculiar feel 
of the uterus, and the nearly constant menorrhagia, suf- 
fice to keep the diagnosis correct, It is quite common 





| to hear a bruit in a case of uterine fibroid ; only in vas- 


cular sarcomata is such audible if the tumor is ovarian 
But much greater difficulty is experienced in cases of 
fibro-cystic tumors connected to the uterus, with or 
without pedicle, In that case we must try to ascertain 
whether the tumor is connected or disconnected with the 
uterus. Then the cyst of a fibro-cystic tumor may be 
, when we expect to find only a thin fluid of great 
density, with some blood-corpuscles, and possibly some 
non-striped muscular fibres, But in those cases it is 
often found that only an exploratory incision can deter 
mine the diagnosis with accuracy. 

3. Renal Cysts begin below the false ribs and extend 
downward and forward. They have a line of resonance 
between them and the liver, due to the transverse colon, 
which is of value, as showing that they are not of hepa 
tic origin, and when aspirated they contain urea. Usu 
ally accompanying such, there are urinary symptoms, 
but not always, 

4. Ascites exhibits the characters of free motion of 
fluid in an imperfectly filled cavity. Accordingly when 
the patient lies on her back the abdomen is flattened 
anteriorly, the flank gives a dull note, and there is 
clearness round and above the umbilicus. With change 
of the patient’s position the areas of resonance alter. 
Thus, if the patient is turned on her left side, the right 
flank gives a clear note, and vice versa, In case of tap 
ping an ascites the thick gelatinous fluid characteristic of 
ovarian tumor is never obtained, 

5. Hydatid cyst of the Liver.—In this case the tumor 
grows from the liver, distending first the distance be 
tween the ensiform cartilage and the umbilicus, the 
reverse of an ovarian cyst, Again tapping and discover 
ing acephalocysts in the fluid is convincing evidence of 
the true nature of the tumor. 

6. Hysterical abdominal distention, commonly known 
as spurious pregnancy, need deceive no one, as the per- 
cussion is uniformly resonant, and the tumor disappears 
under chloroform. 

DIPHTHERIA.—Dr, E. M. Hale 
‘True Diphtheria is a 
very rare disease, and not only rare but very fatal. My 
experience is that not one case in ten recovers—per 
haps not one in one hundred. The object of this paper 
is to claim for the distilled oil of eucalyptus greater 
efficacy in my hands, than any other serealy | have ever 
ased.” After some remarks on the antiseptic properties 
of the drug, the writer gives the particulars of three 
cases of diphtheria in which he used eucalyptol with 
the happiest results. In two of these cases he ordered 
the following prescription: 
Sander’s eucalyptol, 
Glycerine, - - 
Alcohol, : 
Aqua, - - - - - 

To be used in an atomizer. The throat and nostrils 
to be sponged every two hours. In the third case (a 
girl, four years of age), the spray could not be applied. 
Instead, a teaspoonful of the eucalyptol mixture was 
given every two or three hours, in such a way that the 
child ‘* strangled,” whereby a portion was brought in 
contact with the throat, as a ‘‘ gargle,”’ and a little was 
swallowed. ‘ The successful issue of these three suc 
cessive cases,” concluded Dr. H., *‘ has given me new 
hope. If the eucalyptol fails in a fourth or future 
cases, I shall certainly report them.” 


EUCALYPTOL IN 
(Amer. Homaopath, Dec.) ps, : 


i. 
i. 
iv. 
iii. 
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REMARKABLY SLOW PuLsE.—Dr. J. A. Rice, of 
Bridgeport, Conn., gives, in the Medical Record, the 
following account of personal observations on the rate 
of his heart-beat: Lying down, thirty-six ; sitting, 
thirty-eight ; standing, ey. after walking one 
mile, forty-three; after walking two miles, forty-six; 
after violent exercise, fifty-two per minute. He knows 
of no cause for the slow rate. His age is under thirty, 
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INTESTINAL DIVERTICULA.—These abnormalities are 
discussed in a paper by Dr. W. Osler, of Montreal, in 
Ann. of Anat. and Surg., for November. His chief au- 
thority is Meckel, whose name the single diverticulum 
commonly bears, and who, in his ‘‘ Handbuch der Patho- 
logischen Anatomie” (1812), has treated the subject at 
great length and with admirable thoroughness. 

A division is made of the forms.of diverticula into 
true and false or congenital and acquired. 

The true diverticulum is a rather common abnor- 
mality, occurring, in Dr. Osler’s experience, in over 2 per 
cent. of bodies. It is invariably solitary, springs from 
the ileum opposite the mesenteric border, ata distance of 
three or four feet from the valve, and is distinguished 
from a false diverticulum by the presence of all the 
tunics of the bowel. It is usually attached at right 
angle to the bowel, When inverted the mucosa resem- 
bles that of the ileum, and large specimens often contain 
Peyer's patches. 

Prior te Meckel’s observations, this process was be- 
lieved to originate either by distension of the bowel or 
by the dragging of adhesions from without. He showed 
that it was congenital and offered a rational explanation 
of its occurrence as a remnant of the omphalo-mesenteric 
duct which connects the primitive intestine with the 
umbilical vesicle. 

The presence of this abnormality is decompanied with 
certain dangers, and in a large number of cases it has been 
the cause of fatal mischief. In a few instances in which 
the process has extended into the navel-string as a nar- 
row canal, it has been cut in the separation of the child. 
The chief danger arises when the extremity of the diver- 
ticulum is attached to the abdominal wall or contiguous 
parts. Many cases of strangulation of the bowel have 
been reported from this cause. More rarely acute ob- 
struction has occurred from constriction of the bowel in 
the neighborhood of the process. Occasionally foreign 
bodies enter and excite inflammation. Typhoid ulcera- 
tion has been found in a Peyer’s patch in the diverticu- 
lam. The process sometimes finds its way into one of 
the peritoneal rings as a hernia, 

The false diverticula occur in any part of the intesti- 
nal canal, often in large numbers, are usually situated 
at or near the mesenteric border, and seldom consist of 
more than the mucosa, which forms a sort of hernial 
protrusion, They are caused, in the majority of cases, 
by distension of the bowel either by feces or gas. This 
variety is less frequent than the other. Dr. Osler re- 


cently met with a most remarkable instance in the per- | 


son of a man aged 65, whio died of an acute enteric 
attack with malena. The jejunum presented fifty-three 
diverticula on the mesenteric border—all of hemispher- 


ical shape and attached by broad bases. They ranged | 


in size from a cherry to a large apple. One measured 8 
by 6cm. Six of them were larger than billiard balls. 
So far as could be ascertained, the patient had not been 
a very constipated man, but had for years been subject 
to colicy pains in the abdomen, which may have been 
associated with these diverticula. 


Corns—How To REMOVE THEM.—Saturate a small | 


piece of cotten with alcohol, apply it to the corn for a 
minute, then with a sharp scalpel or knife carefully 
separate the corn from the healthy tissues, which is 
easily done. by a careful handling of the knife and 
gentle pulling with forceps, while the parts are being 
immersed with alcohol. If the alcohol dries away 
while operating, apply the saturated cotton again, and 


I frequently find it necessary to apply this several times | 


before the operation is completed. The alcohol not only 
lessens the sensibility of the parts, but it facilitates the 
separation of the hard corn from the soft and tender 
tissues. .This cures, and that without drawing a drop 
of blood, or producing any pain, except what results 


from pulling on the corn-with the forceps. After rais- | finally death. 
i , it is like removing a piece of adhesive | which is aggravated in the night, and where there is a 
' sensation, as if the head was too small, 


ing one 


plaster, —. n Med. Journ. 


STRANGE ON CHOREA.—The results of the treatment 
of 100 cases of chorea in the Worcester Infirmary, by Dr. 
Strange (Brit. Med. Jour., July 16 and 80), lead him to 
regard the disease, along with some of its cogeners, as 
‘*a pure inorganic neurosis, the term implying that it 
has no anatomical or true pathological basis, post mortem 
examinations not having given to it any definite morbid 
anatomy ; and to be looked upon, therefore, as the out- 


|}come of a merely functional disturbance with a sub 


stratum of that undefined, and, perhaps, for ever unde 
finable alteration in nutrition of the nervous centres, 
which we must suppose underlies all the effects of their 
functions.” The author regards the disease as essen 
tially one of debility or deficiency of nerve-power, and 
considers that the greater frequency of its occurrence in 
ill-nourished subjects, as well as the excessive motility 
or want of power to restrain, as well as duly to codrdi- 
nate muscular movement, are proofs of this proposition. 
Fright operated as the exciting cause in at least two 
thirds of thecases. Hemichorea was of rare occurrence; 
and in a few cases the affection was limited to several 
muscles or even the diaphragm only, producing in this 
case every two or three minutes, except during sleep, a 
sharp, jerky hiccough The writer considers that every 
thing points to defective nutrition of the brain, and, per 
haps, of the spinal cord also. Agreeing with Dr. 
Sturges in the value of the moral treatment of this 
malady, Dr. Strange considers that it alone is not suffi 
cient, and that tonics, friction of the limbs, and gym- 
nastics, are equally necessary. One of the most success 
ful tonics the author has found to be the daily adminis- 
tration of three to six ounces of port wine. 

THE EFFECTS OF THAPSIA GARGANICA ON THE SKIN. 
—Two cases in which an eruption on the face was pro- 
duced by the application to the chest of a plaster made 
from the root of thapsia garganica have been recorded 
by Comby. These plasters are a popular remedy in 
France. A local irritant effect is produced in a few 
hours, and the next day myriads of small vesicles and 
pustules are produced at the spot and in its vicinity, the 
skin between them being bright red. In one of the 
cases described there was also, when the plaster was 
removed swelling of the face, which rapidly increased 
to such a degree as to close the eyes, and on the red- 
dened skin vesicles and bulle appeared. There was 
no fever or enlargement of the glands, and the erup 
tion gradually subsided. In the other cases two plasters 
had been applied to the chest, and a very similar erup 
tion appeared on the face, which ran a similar course, 
The eruption appeared simultaneously in all the parts 
affected, and did not spread as does erysipelas.— Lancet. 


H AMORRHAGE, — 
The method pro 


TREATMENT OF POST-PARTUM 
(Lyon Med, Boelz, of Tokio, Japan.) 


| posed by the author has, over all other known means, 


the advantage of being very simple and apparently very 
efficacious. It consists in tamponing the vagina with 


| the clenched fist, whilst with the other hand we apply 


the labia majora like a cuff, tightly around the wrist, so 
that not a drop of blood flows out. During this time an 
assistant compresses the uterus from above downward 
through the abdominal wall, or else applies the vulva 
around the wrist of the operator, whilst the latter with 
the free hand compresses the uterus. The method is 


|simple, rapid, may be applied in all cases and really 
| seems to be of great efficacy. 


Records of numerous cases 
follow. 


AmmontuM CARB, in the lower attenuations, is of 
great service in cases of asphyxia which threaten life 
(similar to carbo veg.). The free use of this drug, by a 


| young man, occasioned a eachectic condition with pro 


, petechia, falling out of the teeth, and 
tcures chronic headache with a dull pain, 


fuse hemorrh 
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A PREVENTIVE OF RABIES.—In the New York Medi- 
cal Journal and Obstetrical Review for November, 1881, 
Dr. L. L. Dorr, of San Francisco, discusses the etiology 
of hydrophobia, with special reference to climatic in- 
fluence. The Pacific coast of America, he remarks, 
presents some peculiar features as regards this disease ; 
from Behring’s Strait to Cape Horn, he states, not a 
well-authenticated case of rabies was ever known. In 
support of this statement he adduces testimony to 
whieh great weight must be allowed. ‘He’ therefore 
dissents from the common opinion that climate has no 
influence over the disease. A test of the power of the 


climate of the American Pacific coast to prevent the de- | 


velopment of rabies can easily be made, he suggests, 
with strong probability of proving a blessing to hun- 
dreds of human beings who have no other hope. The 
period of incubation is so long in many cases that sev 


eral dogs known to be badly bitten by a dog known to) 


be suffering with rabies could be sent there under guard 
and kept behind prison-bars and under observation 
until the extreme limit was passed. Or a more practic- 
able plan might be to have a number of the many per- 
sons who are annually bitten by rabid dogs in the 
Eastern States and Europe go to that coast, and remain 
there until the extreme limit of the possibilities was 
passed, selecting any place from Cape Horn to Behring’s 
Strait—preferably, however, California, where they 
have a varied climate and all kinds of dogs, and are in 
close communication with all parts of the world. The 
patient having a knowledge of these facts, and the sup 
port of hope of escape, it might be a power to prevent 
an attack ; and, if he were attacked, the disease might 
be so modified by the climate as to render it susceptible 
of cure. 


STorres oF NELATON.—The XIXth Siéelc relates of 


Nelaton that he was accustomed to say : “If you have 
the misfortune to cut the carotid when performing an 
operation, remember it takes two minutes for syncope 
to intervene, and as many more before death occurs. 
Now, four minutes are four times the time required for 


a ligature, provided you don’t hurry yourself—never | 


hurry yourself.” The Temps -says: It is related that, 
when he began his studies, he worked with such ardor 
that he often refused himself the time necessary for 
sleep. He procured a plank some five or six feet lon 

and forty centimetres broad, the extremities of which 
he placed on two chairs. He lay upon it, holding his 
book open above him. It is said that in this position 
the need of sleep is less readily felt. When, despite 


him, his eyes closed and the book fell, the shock dis. | 


turbed his balance, and when the book fell he followed 
the book. The shock aroused him and he got up and 
began his work again.—Med. Record. 


LocaL. TREATMENT OF DipuTHERIA,—There was al- 
most a complete unanimity against the forcible removal 
of false membranes or the cauterization of the affected 
surface. Ice in the early stages, steam inhalations, with 
or without antiseptics, in the latter stages, were generally 
recommended, Lactic acid and lime water were praised 
as being the best solvents, and bvracic acid as an antisep- 
tic.—Proceedings, Int. Med. Cong. 


ANACARDIUM ORIENTALE is of service in the headaches 
of young people who are engaged in mental pursuits. 
The pain sets in on attempting any mental exertion, in- 
creases rapidly, and compels the patient to stop all 
efforts. There is oftentimes an amelioration while eat- 
ing, after which it again appears.—L’ Art Med. in Alig. 
Hom. Zeit. (T. M. 8.) 


THERE is a case related of a woman who nursed her 
child for three years from a nipple on her thigh, and 
the child, after becoming able to walk, would stand up 
beneath its mother’s elothes and nurse. 


NEW YORK MEDICAL TIMES. 





TEA AND COFFEE AS NERVINES.—Dr. L. Shapter 
writes, in the Brit. Med. Journal, July 9, 1881: The 
only restoratives to the nervous system which have 
stood the test of time, popular acceptation and practical] 
usefulness, are infusions of tea and coffee and such like 
beverages. Chemistry has shown that the beneficial 
attion of these infusions is dependent simply and 
entirely upon the presence of theine, while their in 
jurious effects are due to the essential of] which they 
eontain. The former ingrédient is’ opposed, ‘in its 
therapeutic properties, to the influence of the latter 
Theine, being already a tried and proved agerit, with a 
recognized dietetic position, is capable, if presented to 
| the publicin an acceptable shape, of supplanting the 
abuse of alcohol. In combination with an aérated water, 
it forms an agreeable beverage, whith may bé sweetened 
and flavored to taste, and it offers the means for awaken 
ing scientific thought to the study of a simple remedy 
for a national abuse. 


RENDERING Corton Goops UNINFLAMMABLE,—Dr. 
| Kedzie, of the State Board of Health of Michigan, in a 
| recent address, made the very excellent suggestion that 
cotton fabrics—with special reference to articles of 
clothing—could be prevented from taking fire by the 
simple expedient of adding a little borax to the starch 
with which the goods in question are dressed. The 
quantity recommended is a teaspoonful of borax to each 
pint of starch after the latter is dissolved in water. The 
ker showed by experiment that muslin, and even 
the most gauzy and inflammable textures, when treated 
with the borax starch, could not be made to take fire 
and burn with a blaze.—Drug. Cireular. 


Tax Basy ELeruant.—In our abstract of Dr. H. P. 
Cole's admirable account of *‘ An Elephant’s Accoachi- 
ment,” we failed to give the reasons for the author's in 
sisting that. there must be a placental cord attached to 
the offspring. We should have said that Dr. Cole's 
careful investigation was induced by the impression left 
by physicians, in another similar case, and 7 the asser 
tion of the trainer, that there was no cord—defying him 
to find it! Dr. Cole deserves much credit for his pains 
in clearing up so important a point, 


| SoLiprrrzep WINE AND Branpy,—An Italian has in 
| vented a process for solidifying wine. From a small 
quantity of this extract may be obtained a bottle of gen- 
| erous wine of good taste and beautiful color,. A French 
chemist has found a chemical combination by which he 
| can solidify and even crystallize brandy. The brandy in 
its new form looks like alum, It entirely loses its sme!! 
|—London Med. News. 


| Dr. F. W. Kawier, late of the House Staff, Home 
| opathic Hospital, W. I., has settled at Louisville, Ky., 
| and will make a specialty of surgery. 

| We cordially commend Dr. Keehler to the profession 
| in his locality, as a most brilliant young surgeon. 


Dr. THomas Wipes will be at the ‘Howland 
Hotel,” Dr, Arthur T, Hills at the ‘Scarborough,’ 
Long Branch, and Drs. C. H. Moore and H. M, Dear- 
| born at the Sheldon House, Asbury Park. during the 
| summer months. 


Tue N. Y. OPHTHALMIC HosPITAL reports for May: 
Number of prescriptions, 4,203 ; new patients, 778 ; res- 
| ident, 16 ; average daily attendance, 162 ; largest, 245. 


| Dr. A. P. WriuiAMmson, Chief of Staff, reports 873 
patients treated at the Homceopathic Hospital, W. I., 
| during May, with a death rate of 4.23 per cent. 

| 

| Dr. H. 8. Parnes, of Albany, has gone to Europe to 
remain some time for special study. 





